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Introduction
A Steward at the Edge of the Field

A farmer stands at the edge of a .eldT

vhe haryest is readMT konths of worp haye led to this momentT 
vhe seed was ulantedT vhe grocnd was ureuaredT vhe weather 
was watNhedT vhe waiting was endcredT -ow the .eld is urob
dcNing what it was intended to urodcNeT

vhis is the moment the farmer has worped towardT vhe uroyib
sion is yisi,leT EyerM row reuresents timeY eGortY rispY and uab
tienNeT vhe haryest is .nallM within reaNhT

Iet ,efore the farmer gathers eyerMthingY Lod giyes an instrcNb
tionT Hn “eyitiNcs Nhauter nineteenY We tells Wis ueouleY ”?hen 
Moc reau the haryest of Mocr landY Moc are not to reau to the yerM 
edge of Mocr .eld or gather the gleanings of Mocr haryestTV

vhe Norners were to remainT

At .rstY the instrcNtion maM seem cncscalT ?hM wocld Lod 
asp a farmer to leaye uart of the haryest ,ehindR ?hM not gathb
er eyerMthing the .eld Nan urodcNeR ?hM leaye grain standing 
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when there are mocths to feedY ,ills to uaMY and fctcre needs to 
ureuare forR

vhe answer ,egins with ownershiuT

vhe .eld did not cltimatelM ,elong to the farmerT vhe farmer 
worped the .eldY ,ct he did not Nreate the .eldT We ulanted the 
seedY ,ct he did not Nreate the soilT We watNhed the spMY ,ct he 
Nocld not Nommand the rainT We uartiNiuated in the haryestY ,ct 
he was neyer the socrNe of the haryestT

Osalm twentMbfocr ouens with a trcth that sits ,eneath the 
entire storM of stewardshiuq ”vhe earth and eyerMthing in itY the 
world and its inha,itantsY ,elong to the “ordTV

vhat sentenNe giyes stewardshiu its focndationT Lod ownsT ?e 
stewardT Wcman ,eings are entrcsted with resuonsi,ilitMY acb
thoritMY and worpY ,ct SNriutcre neyer uresents cs as cltimate 
ownersT ?e reNeiye ,efore we manageT ?e are entrcsted ,efore 
we are aNNocnta,leT

Osalm twentMbfocr does more than tell cs who owns NreationT Ht 
tells cs where stewardshiu ,eginsT

'wnershiu settles the Bcestion of acthoritMT Hf eyerMthing ,eb
longs to LodY then eyerM resocrNe Narries a ucruose ,eMond 
itselfT vhe stewardDs tasp is not to determine ownershiuT vhe 
stewardDs tasp is to faithfcllM manage what has alreadM ,een 
entrcstedT

vhis is whM stewardshiu is cltimatelM a suiritcal issce ,efore it 
is a .nanNial oneT UcdgetsY aNNocntsY ulansY and sMstems all haye 
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their ulaNeY ,ct theM Nome laterT Stewardshiu ,egins when we 
reNognixe that what has ,een ulaNed in ocr hands cltimatelM 
,elongs to Someone elseT

vhat trcth is ,oth hcm,ling and freeingT Ht is hcm,ling ,eNacse 
we are not the socrNe of what we uossessT Ht is freeing ,eNacse 
the weight of ownershiu was neyer ocrs to NarrMT ?e are Nalled 
to ,e faithfcl with what has ,een entrcstedY not soyereign oyer 
what ,elongs to LodT

vhis trcth reaNhes far ,eMond agriNcltcreT Ht reaNhes into eyerM 
uart of lifeT vhe resocrNes we manageY the ouuortcnities we 
reNeiyeY the relationshius we en4oMY the ,csinesses we ,cildY and 
the inNome we earn all eJist within a larger realitMT EyerMthing 
cltimatelM ,elongs to LodT

?hen that trcth settles into the heartY stewardshiu ,egins to 
loop diGerentT koneM ,eNomes more than inNomeT Ht ,eNomes 
entrcsted uroyisionT ?orp ,eNomes more than a waM to earn a 
liyingT Ht ,eNomes resuonsi,ilitM Narried ,efore LodT A ,csiness 
,eNomes more than an assetT Ht ,eNomes a .eld to ,e stewardedT

Stewardshiu is often miscnderstoodT Some ueoule thinp it is 
mainlM a,oct moneMT 'thers thinp it is mostlM a,oct giyingT 
Some asscme it ,elongs to .nanNial eJuertsY ,csiness ownersY 
wealthM familiesY or ueoule with signi.Nant resocrNesT SNriutcre 
giyes a ,roader uiNtcreT

Stewardshiu is the faithfcl management of whateyer Lod has 
entrcstedT koneM is uart of thatY ,ct it is not the wholeT vime 
mcst ,e stewardedT Pelationshius mcst ,e stewardedT Ucsinessb
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esY ouuortcnitiesY spillsY landY in6cenNeY healthY and the Ncrrent 
season of life mcst all ,e stewarded with wisdomT

EyerM uerson is a stewardT vhe Bcestion is not whether we are 
stewardingT vhe Bcestion is whether we are stewarding faithb
fcllMT

vhat Bcestion reaNhes into ordinarM lifeT Ht reaNhes into the 
hocsehold ,cdgetT Ht reaNhes into the ,csiness aNNocntT Ht 
reaNhes into the waM a familM talps a,oct moneMT Ht reaNhes into 
the waM a ,csiness owner handles uro.tY taJesY uaMrollY reseryesY 
and owner uaMT Ht reaNhes into giyingY sayingY suendingY ulanb
ningY Nele,rationY NomuassionY and legaNMT

Ht also reaNhes into the heartT

7escs saidY ”For where Mocr treascre isY there Mocr heart will ,e 
alsoTV We was not merelM sueaping a,oct aNNocntingT We was 
sueaping a,oct aGeNtionY attentionY and allegianNeT vreascre has 
a waM of uclling the heartT

koneM Nan ,eNome more than a toolT Ht Nan ,eNome a refcgeT Ht 
Nan ,eNome a socrNe of identitMT Ht Nan ,eNome a silent masterT 
Ht Nan ,egin to shaue deNisionsY NonyersationsY fearsY desiresY 
and ha,itsT vhis is whM stewardshiu mcst ,egin deeuer than a 
sureadsheetT A .nanNial sMstem Nan helu ,ring orderY ,ct onlM 
Lod Nan form the heartT

'yer the MearsY H ,egan notiNing a uattern throcghoct SNriutcreT 
vhe uattern auueared in the Norners of the .eldT Ht auueared in 
the tercmahY the uortion lifted cu and set auartT Ht auueared 
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in .rstfrcitsT Ht auueared in the titheT Ht auueared in worshiuY 
Nele,rationY NomuassionY and uroyision for othersT

Again and againY Lod tacght Wis ueoule to uroteNt a uortion 
,efore Nonscming the wholeT

vhe Norners remainedT vhe .rst uortion was oGeredT vhe tithe 
was set auartT Oroyision was made for worshiuT Oroyision was 
made for Nele,rationT Oroyision was made for the uoorY the 
foreignerY the fatherlessY and the widowT Oroyision was made for 
fctcre needsT

vhese uraNtiNes were not all identiNalY ,ct theM Narried a shared 
wisdomT Lod was forming a ueoule who remem,ered where 
uroyision Name fromT We was teaNhing them not to liye as 
thocgh eyerMthing ayaila,le shocld ,e NonscmedT We was trainb
ing them to leaye roomT

Poom for worshiuT Poom for generositMT Poom for Nomuasb
sionT Poom for Nele,rationT Poom for fctcre uroyisionT Poom 
to remem,erT Poom to trcstT

vhat o,seryation eyentcallM led to what H Nall the “iying kargin 
frameworpT vhe frameworp did not ,egin as a .nanNial modelT 
Ht ,egan as a ,i,liNal uatternT vhrocghoct SNriutcreY Lod reb
ueatedlM teaNhes Wis ueoule not to Nonscme eyerMthing withb
in reaNhT We teaNhes them to liye with intentional ,ocndaries 
arocnd what theM haye ,een giyenT

vhat idea is esueNiallM imuortant in a world that NonstantlM 
enNocrages moreT kore suendingT kore NonscmutionT kore 
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eJuansionT kore NommitmentsT kore o,ligationsT kore uresb
screT

kost hocseholds do not drift toward marginT kost ,csinesses 
do not drift toward marginT “eft cnattendedY life tends to .ll 
eyerM ayaila,le suaNeT EJuenses riseT zommitments mcltiulMT 
EJueNtations inNreaseT EyentcallMY there is little room left for 
generositMY ureuarationY Nele,rationY or cneJueNted ouuortcnib
tiesT

vhe resclt is often a life liyed at the edgeT

A reuair auuearsT A taJ ,ill arriyesT A slow ,csiness season 
NomesT A familM need scrfaNesT A generocs ouuortcnitM aub
uearsT A mediNal eJuense interrcuts the ulanT A fctcre resuonsib
,ilitM scddenlM ,eNomes uresentT ?hen there is no roomY eyerM 
deNision feels heayierT

SNriutcre giyes cs a diGerent uiNtcreT vhe farmer leayes the 
NornersT vhe steward uroteNts a uortionT vhe hocsehold ulans 
with intentionT vhe ,csiness maintains reseryesT vhe familM 
remem,ers that uroyision Nomes from LodT

vhis ,oop eJulores that uiNtcre of stewardshiuT

?e will ,egin with ownershiu ,eNacse stewardshiu alwaMs ,eb
gins thereT From there we will follow the uattern throcgh SNriub
tcre and Nonsider how LodDs ueoule learned to liye with marginT 
?e will eJulore what those urinNiules mean for ocr .nanNesY 
ocr hocseholdsY ocr ,csinessesY and the legaNM we houe to leaye 
,ehindT
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vhe goal is not to introdcNe a new formclaT -or is it to Nreate 
gcilt or o,ligationT vhe goal is to see the stewardshiu uattern 
woyen throcghoct SNriutcre and to learn what it means to liye 
faithfcllM within itT

Lod ownsT ?e stewardT vhe Norners matterT

?hen those trcths Nome togetherY stewardshiu ,eNomes more 
than a .nanNial uraNtiNeT Ht ,eNomes an aNt of trcstT vhe farmer 
who left the Norners trcsted LodT vhe familM who uroteNted 
a uortion trcsted LodT vhe steward who Nhooses margin oyer 
Nonscmution trcsts LodT

Faithfcl stewardshiu has alwaMs reBcired trcstT vrcst does not 
remoye resuonsi,ilitMT Ht giyes resuonsi,ilitM its urouer focnb
dationT vhe farmer still worped the .eldT vhe hocsehold still 
needed orderT vhe ,csiness still needed wisdomT vhe steward 
still had deNisions to mapeT

Uct those deNisions were made ,eneath a settled trcthT

vhe .eld ,elonged to LodT

vhat is where this ,oop ,eginsT

Uefore the modelT

Uefore the ncm,ersT

Uefore the aNNocntsT

Uefore the ulansT
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Uefore the legaNMT

Lod owns the .eldT

?e are Nalled to steward it wellT



Chapter One

God Owns. We 
Steward.

Most nacailcv ioaerbsctloas gr.la too vctrT

hyrw gr.la mlty laio,rx rpdrasrsx -rgtx scela.sx tcprsx brtlbru
,ratx gfslarss icsy komx ob tyr dbrssfbr oB tyr ,oatyT hyosr 
tyla.s ,cttrbx ca- tyls gooS mlvv c--brss tyr,T Gft Pibldtfbr 
-ors aot gr.la tyr strmcb-syld ioaerbsctloa mlty af,grbsT 
Pibldtfbr gr.las mlty :o-T

“scv, tmratwuBofb odras mlty tyr sratrair tyct yov-s tyr Bofau
-ctloa Bob rerbwtyla. tyct BovvomsL ”hyr rcbty ca- rerbwtyla. la 
ltx tyr mobv- ca- lts laycgltcatsx grvoa. to tyr Dob-TH

Ocel- -ors aot gr.la mlty myct drodvr dossrssT Er gr.las mlty 
tyr Iar myo dossrssrs rerbwtyla.T hyr rcbty grvoa.s to tyr 
Dob- gricfsr Er Bofa-r- ltT hyr mobv- grvoa.s to tyr Dob- 
gricfsr Er rstcgvlsyr- ltT hyr drodvr mltyla lt grvoa. to tyr 
Dob- gricfsr vlBr ltsrvB io,rs Bbo, El,T GrBobr tyrbr ls rcbala.x 
scela.x .lela.x dvcaala.x gflv-la.x ob vrc-la.x tyrbr ls :o-T
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hyct ls myrbr strmcb-syld gr.lasT Nt gr.las grBobr tyr gf-.rtx 
grBobr tyr gcaS ciiofatx ca- grBobr tyr gfslarss dvcaT Nt gr.las 
mlty omarbsyldT

“scv, tmratwuBofb -ors aot vrcer boo, Bob -lel-r- brcvltwT Nt 
-ors aot scw tyr brvl.lofs dcbts oB vlBr grvoa. to tyr Dob- mylvr 
tyr dbcitlicv dcbts grvoa. to fsT Nt -ors aot scw mobsyld grvoa.s 
to :o- mylvr tyr ,cbSrtdvcir grvoa.s to so,roar rvsrT Nt scws 
tyr rcbty ca- rerbwtyla. la lt grvoa. to El,T

hyct tbfty brciyrs lato rerbw dcbt oB vlBrT Ifb yo,rsT Ifb lau
io,rT Ifb gfslarssrsT Ifb vca-T Ifb toovsT Ifb ciiofatsT Ifb 
l-rcsT Ifb icvra-cbsT Ifb dvcasT Ifb lakfrairT Ifb BftfbrT 1vv 
oB lt rplsts lasl-r :o-Fs mobv-x fa-rb :o-Fs cftyobltwx sfstclar- 
gw :o-Fs ,rbiwT

Most oB fs -o aot actfbcvvw tylaS tyls mcwT Yr cbr fsr- to 
tylaSla. la trb,s oB myct mr ycer rcbar-x gflvtx dfbiycsr-x 
ciif,fvctr-x ob ciylrer-T hyct ls fa-rbstca-cgvrT Yr mobS 
ycb-T Yr ,cSr sciblnirsT Yr icbbw brsdoaslglvltwT Yr Brrv tyr 
mrl.yt oB -rilsloas tyct c2rit ofb yofsryov-sx ofb gfslarssrsx 
ofb r,dvowrrsx ca- ofb BftfbrT

Pibldtfbr -ors aot -ls,lss tyct brsdoaslglvltwT YobS ,cttrbsT 
Yls-o, ,cttrbsT “vcaala. ,cttrbsT 3ovvomutybof.y ,cttrbsT 
3cltyBfv r2obt ls aot oddosr- to tbfst la :o-T qrt “scv, tmrau
twuBofb dvcirs cvv oB lt grarcty c vcb.rb tbftyT

Verbwtyla. grvoa.s to tyr Dob-T
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hyct tbfty -ors aot ,cSr ofb mobS vrss ,rcala.BfvT Nt .lers ofb 
mobS lts dbodrb dvcirT Yr cbr aot la-rdra-rat omarbs tbwla. to 
srifbr ofb oma vlers tybof.y ioatbovT Yr cbr strmcb-s brirlela.x 
,cac.la.x ca- icbla. Bob myct grvoa.s to :o-T

1 strmcb- ls aot dcsslerT 1 strmcb- -ors aot ceol- ycb- -rilu
sloasT 1 BcltyBfv strmcb- dcws cttratloax mobSs -lvl.ratvwx ca- 
icbrs Bob myct ycs grra ratbfstr-T hyr -l2rbrair ls sofbirT hyr 
strmcb- br,r,grbs tyct rerbwtyla. gr.las cs c .lBt grBobr lt 
grio,rs ca cssl.a,ratT

hyls ls myw omarbsyld ,fst gr srttvr- nbstT NB omarbsyld ls 
faivrcbx ,oarw grio,rs yrcelrb tyca lt mcs ,rcat to grT 1 
dcwiyriS ica gr.la to Brrv vlSr l-ratltwT 1 gfslarss ica gr.la to 
Brrv vlSr c scelobT 1 scela.s ciiofat ica gr.la to Brrv vlSr brBf.rT 
1 yo,r ica gr.la to Brrv vlSr dbooB tyct vlBr ls srifbrT

hyosr cbr .oo- .lBtsx gft tyrw cbr aot :o-T

hyr nbst ,oer,rat oB strmcb-syld ls to dft rerbwtyla. gciS la 
lts dbodrb dvcirT

hyls tbfty cddrcbs Bbo, tyr gr.laala. oB PibldtfbrT Na :rarslsx 
:o- ibrctrs tyr mobv- ca- dvcirs yf,caltw mltyla lt to ifvtlectr 
ca- icbr Bob myct Er ,c-rT 1-c, ls .lera brcv mobST Er ls .lera 
brsdoaslglvltwx -l.altwx ca- cftyobltwT Er ls dvcir- la c .cb-ra 
mlty dboelsloa cbofa- yl, ca- c io,,ca- grBobr yl,T

hyr .cb-ra mcs Bfvvx gft lt mcs aot omarbvrssT 1-c, mobSr- la c 
mobv- tyct grvoa.r- to :o-T Er brirler- c dvcirx ca cssl.a,ratx 
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ca- c gofa-cbwT hyct dcttrba br,clas ct tyr yrcbt oB strmcb-u
syldT

:o- dboel-rsT :o- cssl.asT :o- srts gofa-cblrsT :o- yov-s Els 
drodvr ciiofatcgvrT

hyosr tbftys cbr stlvv arirsscbw Bob c BcltyBfv nacailcv vlBrT 
“boelsloa mltyoft cssl.a,rat grio,rs ioasf,dtloaT 1ssl.au
,rat mltyoft gofa-cblrs grio,rs stblela.T Gofa-cblrs mltyu
oft tbfst grio,r brsrat,ratT 1iiofatcglvltw mltyoft .bcir gru
io,rs BrcbT Ptrmcb-syld yov-s tyrsr to.rtyrb grarcty tyr omau
rbsyld oB :o-T

hyr sc,r dcttrba cddrcbs la Orftrboao,w rl.ytT Mosrs sdrcSs 
to Nsbcrv grBobr tyrw ratrb tyr vca- :o- yc- dbo,lsr-T hyr 
mlv-rbarss wrcbs cbr ra-la.T 1 arm srcsoa ls io,la.T hyrw mlvv 
rct ca- gr sctlsnr-T hyrw mlvv gflv- .oo- yofsrs ca- vler la 
tyr,T hyrlb yrb-s ca- koiSs mlvv .bomT hyrlb slverb ca- .ov- 
mlvv laibrcsrT Verbwtyla. tyrw ycer mlvv ,fvtldvwT

hyr -ca.rb oB tyct srcsoa mlvv aot gr sicbiltwT hyr -ca.rb mlvv 
gr Bob.rtBfvarssT

Mosrs mcbas tyr, aot to scw la tyrlb yrcbtsx ”Mw domrb ca- ,w 
oma cglvltw ycer .clar- tyls mrcvty Bob ,rTH hyra yr br,la-s 
tyr, tyct tyr Dob- ls tyr Iar myo .lers tyr cglvltw to dbo-fir 
mrcvtyT

hyct mcbala. ls oar oB tyr ivrcbrst strmcb-syld dcssc.rs la 
PibldtfbrT Mosrs -ors aot -raw mobST Er -ors aot -raw r2obtx 
dvcaala.x sSlvvx iofbc.rx vrc-rbsyldx ob -lsildvlarT Er -ors aot 
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trvv Nsbcrv tyct tyrlb vcgob ls ,rcala.vrssT Er sl,dvw brBfsrs to 
vrt tyr, ioaBfsr vcgob mlty fvtl,ctr sofbirT

hyr mobS mcs brcvT hyr dboelsloa mcs Bbo, :o-T

hyct -lstlaitloa ls rcsw to vosr la cgfa-cairT Yyra brsofbirs 
.bomx cttratloa oBtra sylBts Bbo, .bctltf-r to ,cac.r,ratT 1 
stcgvr yofsryov- ica gr.la to grvlrer stcglvltw ic,r oavw Bbo, 
-lsildvlar ca- dvcaala.T 1 .bomla. gfslarss ica gr.la to gru
vlrer tyr laibrcsr ic,r oavw Bbo, latrvvl.rairx iofbc.rx blsSx 
sSlvvx ca- sciblnirT 1 blsla. laio,r ica ?flrtvw tbcla tyr yrcbt 
to tbfst tyr laio,r ,obr tyca tyr “boel-rbT

1gfa-cair ica ,cSr Bob.rtBfvarss Brrv brcsoacgvrT hyr yofsr 
ls elslgvrT hyr ciiofat gcvcair ls elslgvrT hyr gfslarss ls elslgvrT 
hyr ifsto,rb vlst ls elslgvrT hyr vca- ls elslgvrT hyr oddobtfaltw 
ls elslgvrT :o-Fs dboelsloa ica grio,r so moera lato ob-lacbw 
vlBr tyct tyr strmcb- gr.las to tbrct lt cs drbsoacv ciylrer,rat 
cvoarT

Mosrs Sarm tyct -ca.rbT Er yc- mctiyr- :o- Brr- Els drodvr 
la tyr mlv-rbarssT Er yc- mctiyr- mctrb io,r Bbo, tyr boiST 
Er yc- mctiyr- syors ca- ivotyla. ra-fbrT Er yc- mctiyr- 
:o- sfstcla c drodvr myo iofv- aot sfstcla tyr,srversT Romx 
cs Nsbcrv dbrdcbr- to ratrb cgfa-cairx Mosrs Sarm tyrw mofv- 
arr- to br,r,grb la dbosdrbltw myct tyrw yc- vrcbar- la -ru
dra-rairT

hyct ls stlvv tbfrT
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“brssfbr oBtra brercvs ofb arr- Bob :o- ?fliSvwT Naibrcsr ica 
yl-r ofb arr- svomvwT 1 ycb- srcsoa ,cw -bler c drbsoa to 
-rdra-rairx mylvr c sfiirssBfv srcsoa ,cw ?flrtvw raiofbc.r 
srvBubrvlcairT

Ptrmcb-syld dbotrits tyr yrcbt Bbo, tyct -blBtT Nt trciyrs tyr 
strmcb- to br,r,grb tyr Dob- myra tyr nrv- ls Bfvvx aot oavw 
myra tyr nrv- ls r,dtwT Nt trciyrs tyr gfslarss omarb to yoaob 
:o- la dbontcgvr srcsoasx aot oavw -rsdrbctr oarsT Nt trciyrs 
tyr yofsryov- to dbcitlir .bctltf-r myra tyr glvvs cbr dcl-x aot 
oavw myra dboelsloa Brrvs fairbtclaT

“scv, tmratwuBofb .lers fs tyr sc,r Bofa-ctloa la Brmrb mob-sT 
hyr rcbty ca- rerbwtyla. la lt grvoa.s to tyr Dob-T hyr dcwu
iyriSx tyr gfslarssx tyr vca-x tyr oddobtfaltwx tyr ifsto,rbx tyr 
sSlvvx tyr odra -oobx tyr mls-o, to -ril-rx tyr stbra.ty to mobSx 
ca- tyr tl,r to gflv- cvv grvoa. to El, nbstT

hyls tbfty ica fasrttvr fs gricfsr omarbsyld .lers tyr lvvfsloa 
oB ioatbovT NB so,rtyla. ls ,lar la tyr -rrdrst srasrx N ica -rnar 
lts dfbdosrT N ica fsr lt cs N mlsyT N ica dbotrit ltx sdra- ltx Srrd 
ltx ob gflv- mlty lt oa ,w oma trb,sT

Ptrmcb-syld csSs so,rtyla. -l2rbratT Ptrmcb-syld csSs fs to 
brirler myct :o- ycs ratbfstr- ca- ,cac.r lt ciiob-la. to Els 
mls-o,T

hyct sylBt iyca.rs tyr ?frstloas mr gbla. to ,oarwT Yr stlvv 
arr- to Saom myct ic,r lax myct ,fst .o oftx myct syofv- 
gr scer-x myct syofv- gr .lerax myct tyr gfslarss br?flbrsx 
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ca- myct tyr yofsryov- ica c2ob-T hyosr ?frstloas ,cttrbT 1 
BcltyBfv strmcb- -ors aot l.aobr dbcitlicv -rtclvsT

Grarcty tyosr ?frstloasx strmcb-syld csSs -rrdrb oarsT Yyct 
ycs :o- ratbfstr- to ,r6 Yyct -ors BcltyBfvarss br?flbr la 
tyls srcsoa6 Yyct arr-s to gr dbotritr-6 Yyct arr-s to gr 
gbof.yt lato ob-rb6 Yyct arr-s to gr brvrcsr-6 Yyct arr-s to 
gr dbrdcbr- Bob tyr Bftfbr6

hyrsr ?frstloas ibrctr ivcbltw gricfsr tyrw ,oer tyr ioaerbu
sctloa Bbo, dossrssloa to brsdoaslglvltwT hyrw svom tyr yrcbt 
-omaT hyrw yrvd tyr strmcb- srr tyct tyr .ocv ls aot sl,dvw to 
ycer ,obrx Srrd ,obrx ob ioatbov ,obrT hyr .ocv ls to ,cac.r 
BcltyBfvvw myct ycs grra dvcir- la ofb yca-sT

7rsfs oBtra tcf.yt mlty strmcb-syld la elrmT Na Mcttyrm tmrau
twunerx Er trvvs tyr stobw oB srbecats myo brirler brsofbirs Bbo, 
tyrlb ,cstrb grBobr yr vrcers oa c 8ofbarwT Iar srbecat brirlers 
ner tcvratsT 1aotyrb brirlers tmoT 1aotyrb brirlers oarT Vciy 
brirlers ciiob-la. to yls cglvltwT

hyr c,ofats cbr -l2rbratx gft tyr brsdoaslglvltw ls brcv Bob rciy 
srbecatT

hyct -rtclv ,cttrbsT 7rsfs -ors aot dbrsrat io,dcblsoa cs tyr 
,rcsfbr oB strmcb-syldT hyr srbecat mlty tmo tcvrats ls aot 
8f-.r- Bob Bclvla. to brirler nerT hyr srbecat mlty oar tcvrat ls 
aot 8f-.r- gricfsr yr brirler- vrss tyca tyr otyrbsT Vciy srbecat 
,fst casmrb Bob myct mcs citfcvvw ratbfstr- to yl,T
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hyr ,cstrb reratfcvvw brtfbasT hyr nbst srbecat ycs dft myct yr 
brirler- to mobST hyr srioa- ycs -oar tyr sc,rT Goty cbr icvvr- 
.oo- ca- BcltyBfvT hyr tylb- srbecat gfblr- myct mcs ratbfstr- 
to yl,T Els Bclvfbr mcs aot tyct yr brirler- vlttvrT Els Bclvfbr mcs 
tyct Brcb ,c-r yl, faBcltyBfv mlty myct yr yc-T

hyls ls c arirsscbw mob- Bob cawoar tylaSla. cgoft ,oarwx 
gfslarssx yofsryov- ob-rbx ob vr.ciwT Ptrmcb-syld ls aot ,rcu
sfbr- gw io,dcblsoaT Nt ls ,rcsfbr- gw BcltyBfvarssT

Iar yofsryov- ,cw strmcb- c ,o-rst laio,r mlty mls-o,x 
.rarbosltwx ca- drcirT 1aotyrb ,cw strmcb- sl.alnicat mrcvty 
mlty caplrtwx -lsob-rbx ca- ioastcat dbrssfbrT Iar gfslarss 
,cw vooS l,dbrssler Bbo, tyr oftsl-r mylvr icbbwla. yl--ra 
lastcglvltwT 1aotyrb ,cw gr s,cvvrb ca- ?flrtrbx wrt vr- mlty 
latr.bltwx ivcbltwx ca- icbrT

hyr brcv ?frstloa ls aot yom ,fiy ycs grra ratbfstr- to fsT 
hyr brcv ?frstloa ls myct mr -o mlty ltT

hyls Bbrrs tyr strmcb- Bbo, dbl-r ca- syc,rT “bl-r scwsx ”N ycer 
,obr gricfsr N c, ,obrTH Nt ioaBfsrs laibrcsr mlty sfdrblobu
ltw ca- Bob.rts ,rbiwx tl,la.x oddobtfaltwx cglvltwx ca- :o-Fs 
dboelsloaT Pyc,r scwsx ”N ycer vrssx so ,w strmcb-syld ,cttrbs 
vrssTH Nt cssf,rs BcltyBfvarss oavw grio,rs l,dobtcat myra tyr 
c,ofat ls vcb.r raof.y to l,dbrss otyrbsT

7rsfs  br,oers  goty tbcdsT  hyr nerutcvrat  srbecat ca- tyr 
tmoutcvrat srbecat goty yrcb tyr sc,r c9b,ctloaT hyr lssfr ls 
BcltyBfvarss mlty myct mcs ratbfstr-T
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1 BcltyBfv strmcb- ica gr.la myrbr tyrw cbrT Rot myrbr tyrw 
mlsy tyrw mrbrT Rot myrbr so,roar rvsr lsT Rot myrbr tyrw 
yodr- to gr gw aomT Ptrmcb-syld gr.las mlty tyr citfcv vlBrx 
citfcv brsofbirsx citfcv brsdoaslglvltlrsx ca- citfcv srcsoa :o- 
ycs dvcir- grBobr tyr,T

hyct tbfty gbla.s goty brsdoaslglvltw ca- brvlrBT

Nt gbla.s brsdoaslglvltw gricfsr tyr strmcb- ,fst dcw cttratloaT 
1eol-cair ls aot BcltyBfvarssT Olsob-rb ls aot BcltyBfvarssT 3rcbu
Bfv dcssleltw ls aot BcltyBfvarssT Yyct ycs grra ratbfstr- ,fst 
gr srrax ac,r-x ob-rbr-x ca- ,cac.r-T

Nt gbla.s brvlrB gricfsr tyr strmcb- ls aot csSr- to ,cac.r so,ru
oar rvsrFs nrv-T :o- -ors aot csS oar yofsryov- to strmcb- 
caotyrb yofsryov-Fs laio,rT Er -ors aot csS oar gfslarss 
omarb to icbbw caotyrb omarbFs cssl.a,ratT Er -ors aot csS 
oar Bc,lvw to l,ltctr caotyrb Bc,lvwFs srcsoaT

Er csSs rciy strmcb- to gr BcltyBfv mlty myct ycs grra ratbfstu
r-T

Moarw brercvs ,obr tyca ,ctyT Moarw brercvs tbfstx Brcbx 
ycgltsx ca- myct mr grvlrer mlvv Srrd fs scBrT Nt brercvs myct mr 
ecvfr raof.y to dbotritT Nt brercvs myrtyrb mr cbr vlela. Bbo, 
.bctltf-r ob Bbo, caplrtwT

7rsfs scl- tyct myrbr ofb tbrcsfbr lsx tyrbr ofb yrcbt mlvv gr 
cvsoT Er mcs aot ,cSla. c stctr,rat cgoft ciiofatla.T Er mcs 
sdrcSla. cgoft c2ritloax cttratloax ca- cvvr.lcairT hyr yrcbt 
Bovvoms tbrcsfbrT
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hyct ls myw nacailcv -lsob-rb ica grio,r sdlbltfcvvw yrcewT 
1 yofsryov- ,cw gr dcwla. lts glvvs ca- stlvv Brrv fasrttvr-T 1 
gfslarss ,cw gr .rarbctla. brerafr ca- stlvv Brrv dbrssfbrT 1 
vrc-rb ,cw cddrcb sfiirssBfv ca- stlvv Brrv -rrdvw caplofsT hyr 
lssfr ,cw aot gr ,oarw cvoarT hyr lssfr ,cw gr omarbsyldT

Yyra mr icbbw ,oarw cs tyof.y rerbwtyla. -rdra-s oa fsx 
tyr mrl.yt grio,rs yrcewT Yr gr.la to ,rcsfbr ofb srifbltw 
gw myct ica iyca.rT Naio,r ica iyca.rT McbSrts ica iyca.rT 
Vpdrasrs ica iyca.rT Dfsto,rbs ica vrcerT Ercvty ica sylBtT 
Iddobtfaltlrs ica odra ca- ivosrT

“scv, tmratwuBofb gbla.s fs gciS to myct -ors aot iyca.rT 
hyr Dob- omas tyr rcbty ca- rerbwtyla. la ltT hyr strmcb- ls 
brsdoaslgvrx gft aot tyr sofbirT

hyct sratrair gbla.s Bbrr-o, myra lt srttvrs -rrdvwT Nt -ors 
aot br,oer mobSx dvcaala.x ob ciiofatcglvltwT Nt dvcirs tyosr 
brsdoaslglvltlrs fa-rb :o-Fs omarbsyldT 1 yofsryov- stlvv arr-s 
ob-rbT 1 gfslarss stlvv arr-s vrc-rbsyldT Orgt stlvv arr-s cttrau
tloaT Pcela.s stlvv arr- to gr gflvtT hcprs stlvv arr- to gr dvcaar-T 
:rarbosltw stlvv arr-s stbfitfbrT

1vv oB tyosr -rilsloas grio,r dcbt oB strmcb-syld bctyrb tyca 
cttr,dts to srifbr ofb l-ratltw tybof.y ioatbovT

Gfslarss omarbs Brrv tyls trasloa ?fliSvwT Gfslarss omarbsyld 
ica gvfb tyr vlar grtmrra dboelsloa ca- dbrssfbrT 1 stboa. 
,oaty ica ibrctr ioan-rairT 1 svom ,oaty ica ibrctr BrcbT 
Dcsy la tyr gfslarss ciiofat ica Brrv ceclvcgvr rera myra so,r 
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oB lt grvoa.s to dcwbovvx tcprsx era-obsx brsrbersx ob Bftfbr ogvl.u
ctloasT

hyct dbrssfbr ls brcvx gft lt ls aot fvtl,ctrT hyr gfslarss ls aot 
oftsl-r oB :o-Fs omarbsyldT Nt ls aot srdcbctr Bbo, -lsildvrsyldT 
Nt srbers ifsto,rbsx c2rits r,dvowrrsx sfddobts yofsryov-sx 
ibrctrs ecvfrx ca- dbo-firs brsofbirs tyct ica gr -lbritr- mlty 
mls-o, ca- .rarbosltwT

hyr sc,r :o- myo omas tyr yofsryov- omas tyr gfslarssT hyr 
sc,r strmcb-syld dblaildvr cddvlrs to gotyT

:o- omasT Yr strmcb-T

1s “scv, tmratwuBofb ioatlafrsx Ocel- ,oers Bbo, omarbsyld 
to mobsyldT Er csSs myo ,cw csira- tyr ylvv oB tyr Dob- ca- 
stca- la Els yovw dvcirT hyct ,oer,rat ,cttrbsT Ocel- -ors 
aot vrcer omarbsyld la tyr nrv- oB brsofbirsT Er icbblrs lt lato 
tyr dbrsrair oB :o-T

Imarbsyld vrc-s to mobsyld gricfsr tyr omarb ls tyr Dob-T hyr 
?frstloa ls aot oavw myct grvoa.s to El,T hyr ?frstloa ls myo 
,cw stca- grBobr El,T “scv, tmratwuBofb ,oers Bbo, tyr rcbty 
la :o-Fs yca-s to tyr yf,ca yrcbt grBobr :o-Fs BcirT

Dvrca yca-s ca- c dfbr yrcbt ,cttrbT 1 gooS cgoft ,oau
rw ,fst Srrd tyct tbfty ivosrT :o- ls aot oavw latrbrstr- la 
myrtyrb tyr af,grbs mobST Er ls latrbrstr- la myct tyr af,u
grbs brercvT Er ls latrbrstr- la myct ,oarw ls Bob,la. la fsT Er 
ls latrbrstr- la myrtyrb ofb yca-s cbr BcltyBfv ca- ofb yrcbts cbr 
sfbbra-rbr-T



hEV DNANR: M10:NR4W

1 drbsoa ica gflv- mrcvty ca- ar.vrit mobsyldT 1 drbsoa ica 
.ler ,oarw ca- Srrd c -lel-r- yrcbtT 1 drbsoa ica bfa c dboBu
ltcgvr gfslarss ca- vrc- mlty Brcbx dbl-rx ob ioatbovT 1 drbsoa 
ica ycer vlttvr ca- stlvv strmcb- BcltyBfvvw grBobr :o-T

Ptrmcb-syld ls aot c drbBob,cair oB nacailcv stbra.tyT Nt ls c vlBr 
vler- fa-rb :o-Fs omarbsyldT

hyct ls myw tyls iycdtrb io,rs nbstT GrBobr ,cb.lax tyrbr ls 
omarbsyldT GrBobr .rarbosltwx tyrbr ls omarbsyldT GrBobr gfslu
arss swstr,sx tyrbr ls omarbsyldT GrBobr vr.ciwx tyrbr ls omarbu
syldT

NB tyls Bofa-ctloa ls fasrttvr-x rerbw nacailcv swstr, reratfcvvw 
gra-s tomcb- srvBudbotritloaT Yyra omarbsyld ls srttvr-x ,oau
rw gr.las to brtfba to lts dbodrb dvcirT Nt grio,rs c toovx aot c 
,cstrbT Nt grio,rs ca cssl.a,ratx aot ca l-ratltwT Nt grio,rs 
dcbt oB c BcltyBfv vlBr bctyrb tyca tyr iratrb oB vlBr ltsrvBT

hyr nbst ,oer,rat oB strmcb-syld ls aot to iyca.r ca ciiofatT 
Nt ls to brtfba to brcvltwT

hyr rcbty ls tyr Dob-FsT Verbwtyla. la lt grvoa.s to El,T hyct 
laivf-rs myct ycs grra dvcir- la wofb yca-sT

qofb yofsryov-T qofb laio,rT qofb gfslarssT qofb vca-T qofb 
lakfrairT qofb brvctloasyldsT qofb oddobtfaltlrsT qofb ifbbrat 
srcsoaT

Po,r oB myct wof srr ,cw Brrv stboa.T Po,r ,cw Brrv -lsob-rbr-T 
Po,r ,cw Brrv yrcewT Po,r ,cw icbbw br.brtT Gbla. cvv oB lt fa-rb 
tyr tbfty oB “scv, tmratwuBofbT
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:o- -ors aot csS wof to strmcb- ca l,c.lacbw vlBrT Er csSs wof 
to strmcb- myct ycs citfcvvw grra ratbfstr- to wofT

3cltyBfv strmcb-syld gr.las tyrbrT Nt gr.las mlty yoarstwT Nt 
gr.las mlty .bctltf-rT Nt gr.las mlty sfbbra-rbT

1a- oair omarbsyld ls srttvr-x mr cbr brc-w to ioasl-rb tyr arpt 
?frstloaT

NB rerbwtyla. grvoa.s to :o-x myw -ors Er trciy Els drodvr to 
vrcer boo,6



Chapter Two

Leave the Corners

Most people do not think about margin until they need it.

A vehicle breaks down. A major customer leaves. A medical bill 
arrives. A family member needs help. An opportunity appears 
that would be worth pursuing if there were room to pursue it. In 
those moments, margin no longer feels like an idea. It becomes 
the diTerence between wisdom and panic.

-hose moments often reveal something that has been true for 
a long time. -he pressure did not begin when the event hapx
pened. -he pressure began when there was no room left to 
absorb it.

-his is true for households and businesses alike. A family may 
earn a good income and still feel stretched. A business may 
generate healthy revenue and still feel fragile. More income can 
help, but income alone does not create margin. Many people 
discover that as income grows, eLpenses and obligations tend to 
grow alongside it.
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-he issue is not always provision. 2ometimes the issue is space.

2cripture has a great deal to say about space. Sot empty space, 
but purposeful space. 2pace that protects trust. 2pace that 
teaches restraint. 2pace that makes generosity possible. 2pace 
that reminds us that we are stewards and not owners.

Rne of the clearest pictures appears in Eeviticus nineteen. -he 
chapter contains a series of instructions for ’od“s people as 
they learned how to live in covenant relationship with Cim and 
with one another. -hese instructions were not random rules 
for religious life. -hey were forming a people who belonged to 
’od.

Eeviticus nineteen begins with a call to holiness. ’od tells Moses 
to speak to the entire Israelite community and say, B”e holy 
because I, the Eord your ’od, am holy.W :hat follows is not 
only a list of worship practices. It includes reverence for parents, 
2abbath, justice, honesty, neighbor love, wages, treatment of the 
vulnerable, and life in the community.

-hat matters because the instruction about the Deld does not 
appear in isolation. It appears inside ’od“s vision for a holy 
people.

In the middle of those instructions, ’od gives a command that 
sounds surprisingly practical; B:hen you reap the harvest of 
your land, you are not to reap to the very edge of your Deld or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. 4o not strip your vineyard 
bare or gather its fallen grapes. Eeave them for the poor and the 
resident alienY I am the Eord your ’od.W
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Most of us have never harvested a Deld. :e buy groceries from 
stores and rarely think about where the food originated. -he 
people receiving these instructions lived much closer to the 
process. -hey understood what it meant to prepare the soil, 
plant seed, watch the weather, and wait for the harvest.

-he harvest represented provision. It represented security. It 
represented months of labor Dnally producing fruit. Vvery row 
had value. Vvery bundle mattered. Vvery corner could be harx
vested.

Pet ’od instructed the farmer to stop before reaching the edges.

-he farmer was told not to gather everything available. Ce was 
not to clear the Deld completely. Ce was not to strip the vineyard 
bare. Vven the fallen grapes were not to be collected for himself.

-he corners were to remain.

-hat instruction runs against instinct. Most people naturally 
move toward the edges. If something is available, we assume 
it should be used. If something can be gathered, we assume it 
should be collected. If more can be earned, we assume more can 
be spent.

-he farmer in Eeviticus was asked to resist that instinct.

Ce could see the corners. Ce knew their value. Ce understood 
what they might provide for his family. Ce may have known the 
uncertainty of the neLt season, the pressure of household needs, 
and the risk that came with working the land. 2till, ’od had 
already assigned a purpose to that portion of the Deld.
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-he corners were not forgotten. -hey were designated.

-hat distinction is important. -he farmer was not being asked 
to give away leftovers after the harvest was complete. Ce was 
being asked to leave a portion untouched from the beginning. 
Ce was learning to live with a boundary around consumption.

-his is the beginning of margin.

Margin is not merely what remains after everything else has been 
taken. Margin is space protected before pressure decides what 
to do with it.

Many people approach stewardship by asking what remains 
after everything else has been handled. After the bills are paid. 
After the lifestyle is funded. After the business obligations are 
covered. After the emergencies are addressed. After the month 
has taken what it wants. If something remains, it may be saved. 
If something remains, it may be given. If something remains, it 
may be used to help someone else.

Eeviticus gives a diTerent picture.

-he Deld is not harvested to the edge and then searched for leftx
overs. -he edge is protected before the harvest is fully gathered. 
-he vulnerable are not left waiting to see whether the farmer 
feels generous after he has taken everything he wants. 7rovision 
for others is built into the pattern from the beginning.

-his is not only Dnancial wisdom. It is spiritual formation.
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-he command was certainly an act of generosity. -he poor and 
the resident alien would beneDt from what remained in the 
Deld. Eeviticus also shows ’od“s concern for those whose lives 
were more eLposed to need. -he landowner was not to structure 
his harvest only around himself.

”ut generosity was not the only lesson being taught. -he farmer 
himself was being formed.

Vvery harvest season, he had to look at the edge and stop. Ce 
had to resist the impulse to gather everything. Ce had to trust 
that obedience was wiser than maLimum eLtraction. Ce had 
to remember that the harvest was provision, but it was not 
possession in the deepest sense.

-he Deld belonged to ’od.

-hat truth makes the command more than an act of charity. It 
becomes an act of worship. -he farmer“s obedience at the edge 
of the Deld declared that ’od had authority over the harvest. 
’od could assign purpose to part of the Deld before the farmer 
touched it.

-his kind of obedience forms a certain kind of person. It forms 
a steward who can live with limits. It forms a heart that does not 
need to consume everything within reach. It forms a household 
that can see the needs of others before every resource is absorbed 
by personal appetite.

It also forms trust.
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Eeaving the corners reFuired the farmer to believe that ’od 
could provide without the farmer gathering everything for himx
self. It did not remove responsibility. -he farmer still worked. 
Ce still planted. Ce still watched. Ce still harvested most of the 
Deld. ”ut he did all of that under the authority of the ’od who 
told him not to take it all.

-hat is still one of the hardest parts of stewardship.

It is not hard to believe in margin as an idea. It is harder to leave 
the corners when the harvest is visible. It is harder to protect 
space when money feels tight. It is harder to leave room when 
the business has needs, the household has pressure, and the 
future feels uncertain.

Pet this is where margin becomes a practice of trust.

-he Deld teaches the steward that everything available is not 
automatically available for consumption. -he account balance 
may be visible, but visibility is not permission. -he income may 
have arrived, but arrival does not mean every dollar is unasx
signed. -he business may have cash, but cash is not the same as 
true margin.

Eeviticus helps us see that a faithful life reFuires purposeful 
space.

-he same pattern appears in other areas of 2cripture. -he 2abx
bath created margin in time. ’od“s people worked for siL days 
and rested on the seventh. Nest reminded them that provision 
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ultimately came from ’od. -hey could stop working because 
the world did not rest on their labor.

-he sabbatical year created margin in the land. 9ields rested. 
7roduction paused. -he land was not treated as a machine to 
be eLhausted. Vven the soil was placed under ’od“s rhythm.

-hese practices were practical, but they were also formative. 
’od was shaping the hearts of Cis people. Ce was teaching 
them to trust Cim as their provider. Ce was teaching them not 
to organi0e life around constant production and consumption.

-he farmer who left the corners was learning that lesson every 
harvest season. Ce could gather most of the Deld, but not all 
of it. Ce could enjoy the fruit of his labor, but he could not 
forget the Rne who provided it. Ce could make plans for his 
household, but he could not treat the entire harvest as though 
it eListed solely for his own purposes.

-his is why margin is not merely a Dnancial techniFue. It is a 
way of practicing stewardship under ’od“s ownership.

-he same lesson remains relevant today.

Most people do not intentionally eliminate margin. -hey drift 
away from it. An increase in income becomes an increase in 
lifestyle. A proDtable season creates new obligations. ’rowth 
creates compleLity. Oonvenience becomes eLpectation.

Rver time, the circle eLpands. :hat once felt like abundance 
begins to feel normal. :hat once felt optional begins to feel 
necessary. Vventually, there is little room left.



EVAHV -CV ORNSVN2 31

Couseholds  eLperience  this.  ”usinesses  eLperience  this. 
Ohurches eLperience this. Vven successful people eLperience 
this. -he absence of margin often hides beneath the appearance 
of progress.

A family may have more income than it did Dve years ago and 
still feel more pressure. A business may have more revenue than 
ever and still carry more anLiety. A household may have upgradx
ed its lifestyle without reali0ing that it also reduced its ability to 
respond, save, give, or rest.

Sothing may look obviously wrong from the outside. -he bills 
may be paid. -he business may be growing. -he home may look 
stable. -he family may appear successful.

”ut the edge has disappeared.

Eeviticus nineteen reminds us that ’od“s design includes prox
tected space. -he farmer left the corners because the harvest was 
not entirely his to consume. -he steward recogni0es the same 
truth today.

Sot every dollar should be consumed. Sot every opportunity 
should be pursued. Sot every increase should immediately bex
come lifestyle eLpansion. 2ome resources should remain availx
able, protected, and set apart.

Margin gives a household room to absorb an uneLpected eLx
pense without panic. Margin gives a business owner room to 
make thoughtful decisions instead of desperate ones. Marx
gin creates opportunities for generosity because resources have 
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already been reserved. Margin allows faithfulness to operate 
without constant pressure.

-his does not mean life becomes easy. -he farmer still faced 
uncertainty. :eather could change. Orops could fail. 4iCcult 
seasons could come. Eeaving the corners did not remove risk. It 
placed trust in the proper place.

-he same remains true today. Margin does not eliminate unx
certainty. It creates room to walk through uncertainty with 
wisdom.

A household with margin can respond diTerently when a repair 
appears. A business with margin can respond diTerently when 
revenue slows. A family with margin can respond diTerently 
when someone needs help. A leader with margin can respond 
diTerently when an opportunity reFuires prayer, patience, and 
preparation.

Margin changes the atmosphere of decision making.

:ithout margin, urgency often becomes the loudest voice in 
the room. -he immediate need takes over. -he unplanned eLx
pense controls the conversation. -he business account becomes 
a source of anLiety. -he household budget becomes a place of 
tension.

:ith margin, decisions can be made with more clarity. Sot 
perfectly. Sot without sacriDce. ”ut with space to think, pray, 
listen, and act wisely.
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-his is one of the reasons the corners matter so much. -hey 
were visible evidence that ’od“s people did not live by conx
sumption alone. -he farmer“s Deld carried a testimony. It said 
that provision had a purpose beyond the farmer. It said that 
obedience mattered even when no one else was counting the 
bundles. It said that the vulnerable had not been forgotten in 
’od“s economy.

-he Deld preached stewardship before anyone eLplained it.

Modern Dnancial life needs the same kind of visible obedience. 
A household needs practices that show what is protected. A 
business needs categories that show what is not available for 
immediate spending. A family needs rhythms that help them 
remember that income is not only for consumption.

As we move through the rest of this book, we will eLplore pracx
tical ways to build and protect margin. :e will look at Drstfruits, 
tithes, saving, celebration, compassion, business stewardship, 
household order, and stewardship rhythms. -hose practices are 
not separate ideas. -hey are connected eLpressions of the same 
principle.

’od teaches Cis people to leave room.

”efore moving forward, return to the Deld one more time. 7icx
ture the farmer standing at the edge of a successful harvest. 
Ce can see the corners. Ce knows eLactly where they are. Ce 
understands what they are worth.

Pet they remain.
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-hey remain because they lack value. -hey remain because 
they were overlooked. -hey remain because ’od had already 
assigned a purpose to them.

-he corners remained because faithful stewardship reFuired 
them to remain.

-hat image becomes one of the most important stewardship 
pictures in 2cripture. It shows us that margin is not accidental 
space. It is purposeful space. It is not the absence of stewardship. 
It is part of stewardship.

Rnce we understand why the corners remained, we are ready to 
ask another Fuestion.

:hat eLactly were those protected portions forE



Chapter Three

The Protected 
Portion

The farmer standing at the edge of the lecd uo-cd see the uor.
nersy Thew vere not hidden from Hievy ke pnev vhat thew 
vere vorthy ke -nderstood vhat thew uo-cd YroHide for his 
ho-sehocdy

Let thew remained -nto-uhedy

GeHitiu-s nineteen teccs -s that bod had assigned a Y-rYose to 
those uornersy The farmer vas not free to harHest eHerwthing 
simYcw Aeua-se he uo-cdy x Yortion had acreadw Aeen set aYarty

That raises the neqt stevardshiY W-estiony

?hat vere the Yroteuted Yortions forS

The ansver reauhes far Aewond agriu-ct-rey xs ve uontin-e 
reading ,uriYt-reE a Yattern Aegins to emergey xgain and againE 
bod teauhes kis YeoYce to set aYart a Yortion Aefore uons-ming 
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the vhocey The Yattern aYYears in diOerent forms and diOerent 
seasonsE A-t the YrinuiYce remains uonsistenty x Yortion is re.
serHedE YroteutedE and dediuated to bodjs Y-rYosesy

Fne of the ucearest eqamYces aYYears in Iqod-s tventw.lHey

Vsraec had Aeen deciHered from IgwYty The sea had Yarted Aehind 
themy The vicderness Po-rnew had Aeg-ny bod vas no conger 
introd-uing kimsecf merecw as the bod of their fathersy ke vas 
teauhing them vhat it meant to ciHe as kis uoHenant YeoYcey

The YeoYce had uome o-t of scaHerwE A-t scaHerw sticc had to uome 
o-t of themy Cor generationsE thew had ciHed -nder Dharaohjs 
ordery Their caAor had Aeen -sed for another pingdomy Their 
Aodies had Aeen driHen Aw another mastery Their vorp had Yro.
d-ued veacth for IgwYt vhice thew uarried the Yain of Aondagey

Then bod deciHered themy

ke Aro-ght them o-t vith Yovery ke ced them thro-gh the seay 
ke Aegan forming them into a YeoYce vho Aeconged to kimy 
Thew vere cearning hov to vorshiYE hov to oAewE hov to tr-stE 
and hov to ciHe -nder the uare of the Gord rather than -nder 
the demands of Dharaohy

?hen bod sYeaps to Roses aAo-t the taAernauceE ke is not 
merecw giHing uonstr-ution instr-utionsy ke is forming a YeoYcey 
The taAernauce vo-cd Aeuome the HisiAce uenter of vorshiY in 
the vicdernessy Vt vo-cd Ae the Ycaue vhere bodjs Yresenue 
dvecced among kis YeoYcey Vt vo-cd remind Vsraec that the Gord 
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had not oncw deciHered them from IgwYty ke had uome to dvecc 
vith themy

”efore the taAernauce vas A-ictE bod instr-uted Roses to reueiHe 
an oOeringy

zTecc the Vsraecites to tape an oOering for mey Lo- are to tape mw 
oOering from eHerwone vhose heart YromYts him to giHey6

The keArev vord transcated as oOering is ter-mahy The vord 
uarries the idea of something cifted -Y and set aYarty Vt desuriAes 
a Yortion seYarated from the vhoce and dediuated to body

This is more signiluant than it maw lrst aYYeary

bod vas not cauping reso-ruesy The Fne vho ureated the heaH.
ens and the earth did not need gocdE sicHerE Aron7eE lne cinenE 
auauia voodE oicE sYiuesE or Yreuio-s stonesy The Gord vho deciH.
ered Vsraec from IgwYt did not deYend on Vsraec to s-YYcw vhat 
ke caupedy

The oOering vas not Aeua-se bod vas needwy

The oOering vas Aeua-se the YeoYce needed to rememAery

Thew needed to rememAer vhere YroHision uame fromy Thew 
needed to rememAer vho had deciHered themy Thew need.
ed to rememAer that their Yossessions vere no conger -nder 
Dharaohjs ucaimy Thew needed to cearn that vhat thew uarried 
uo-cd nov Ae cifted -Y Aefore the Gordy

That is one of the W-iet Aea-ties of Iqod-s tventw.lHey
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The same YeoYce vho had onue caAored -nder Aondage vere 
nov inHited to YartiuiYate in vorshiYy Their Yossessions uo-cd 
Ae set aYart for the dveccing Ycaue of body Their reso-rues uo-cd 
Aeuome Yart of a hocw vorpy Their handsE onue forued to A-icd 
for DharaohE uo-cd nov hecY YreYare a Ycaue for the Yresenue of 
the Gordy

,tevardshiY is not oncw aAo-t vhat ceaHes o-r handsy

Vt is acso aAo-t vhat o-r hands are Poined toy

The ter-mah vas not simYcw a uocceutiony Vt vas YartiuiYationy 
The YeoYce vere Aeing inHited to Aring vhat had Aeen entr-sted 
to them into the vorp of vorshiYy bocd and faAriu and vood 
vere not merecw materiacsy Thew Aeuame Yart of a carger storw of 
rememAranueE YresenueE and uoHenanty

The Yhrase zfrom eHerwone vhose heart YromYts him6 acso 
mattersy bod vas not forming a YeoYce thro-gh forued eqtrau.
tiony ke vas forming a YeoYce vhose hearts vere cearning to 
resYondy The oOering had str-ut-reE A-t it acso had viccingnessy 
Vt vas set aYart for bodE A-t it vas Aro-ght from hearts moHed 
to giHey

This reHeacs something imYortant aAo-t AiAciuac stevardshiYy

bod is not merecw after the reso-ruey ke is forming the stevardy

x gift uan moHe from one hand to another vitho-t forming the 
hearty x Yawment uan Ae made vitho-t vorshiYy x transfer uan 
haYYen vitho-t tr-sty ”-t bodjs YeoYce vere Aeing shaYed into 
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vorshiYersy The Yroteuted Yortion vas not oncw a lnanuiac auty 
Vt vas a resYonse of the heart to the bod vho had resu-ed themy

That is vhw the Yroteuted Yortion uannot Ae red-ued to mathy 
Deruentages maw hecY -s Yrautiue stevardshiY vith ucaritwE A-t 
the Y-rYose is deeYer than uacu-cationy The Y-rYose is remem.
Aranuey The Y-rYose is vorshiYy The Y-rYose is to peeY the 
heart ordered Aefore body

The oOering aupnovcedged the so-ruey

That sentenue uarries more veight than it lrst aYYearsy To au.
pnovcedge the so-rue is to tecc the tr-th aAo-t YroHisiony Vt is to 
uonfess that vhat ve haHe did not Aegin vith -sy Vt is to resist 
the icc-sion that Yossession eW-acs ovnershiYy Vt is to Aring the 
lrst W-estion Aaup to bod Aefore the reso-rue is aAsorAed Aw 
ordinarw cifey

That idea aYYears thro-gho-t ,uriYt-rey The uorners of the 
lecd vere set aYarty The ter-mah vas cifted -Yy The lrstfr-its 
vere Aro-ght Aefore the Gordy The tithe vas set aYarty DroHision 
for the Yoor vas Yroteutedy 3eso-rues for vorshiY vere dedi.
uatedy xgain and againE bod estaAcished Yrautiues that reminded 
kis YeoYce to aupnovcedge kim Aefore uons-ming eHerwthing 
for themsecHesy

BiOerent Yrautiuesy

The same formationy

bod vas teauhing kis YeoYce to rememAery
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That cesson is easw to miss d-ring seasons of aA-ndanuey ?hen 
reso-rues are grovingE it is nat-rac to fou-s on vhat uan Ae done 
vith themy Mev oYYort-nities aYYeary Mev goacs emergey Mev 
resYonsiAicities arriHey The attention of the stevard nat-raccw 
shifts tovard deuisions and autiHitwy

x ho-sehocd m-st mape deuisionsy x A-siness m-st mape Ycansy 
3eso-rues m-st Ae direuted vith visdomy Let ,uriYt-re reYeat.
edcw Arings -s Aaup to the so-rue Aefore it sends -s into the 
detaicsy

”efore uonsidering the YroHisionE rememAer the DroHidery

”efore uons-ming the vhoceE aupnovcedge the Fne vho s-Y.
Ycied ity

”efore eqYanding the uiruceE Yroteut the Yortion that has acreadw 
Aeen assignedy

This Yattern sits Aeneath m-uh of AiAciuac stevardshiYy bodjs 
YeoYce vere not simYcw cearning hov to giHey Thew vere cearn.
ing hov to rememAery Thew vere cearning to order their ciHes 
aro-nd the Gord Aefore ordinarw Yress-res ucaimed eHerwthing 
aHaicaAcey

The same uhaccenge eqists todawy

Rodern cife oOers uo-ntcess vaws to uons-me reso-ruesy IHerw 
inurease ureates nev YossiAicitiesy IHerw season Arings nev de.
mandsy IHerw s-uuess ureates nev oYYort-nities to sYendE -Y.
gradeE imYroHeE eqYandE and auW-irey
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Mone of those things are inherentcw vrongy x home maw need 
reYairy x A-siness maw need inHestmenty x famicw maw need 
more sYauey x groving uomYanw maw need Aetter swstemsy x 
ho-sehocd maw need to adP-st as uhicdren grovE Yarents ageE or 
resYonsiAicities uhangey

The uhaccenge is that uons-mYtion rarecw stoYs on its ovny

?itho-t intentionac stevardshiYE the uiruce uontin-es to eq.
Yandy ?hat vas onue uonsidered aA-ndanue Aeuomes normacy 
?hat vas onue uonsidered oYtionac Aeuomes neuessarwy ?hat 
vas onue a Acessing W-ietcw Aeuomes an eqYeutationy The Yres.
s-re ret-rns Aeua-se the margin disaYYearsy

The Yroteuted Yortion interr-Yts that uwucey

Vt reminds -s that eHerwthing aHaicaAce is not neuessaricw meant 
to Ae uons-medy Vt reminds -s that stevardshiY Aegins Aefore 
sYending deuisions are madey Vt reminds -s that some reso-rues 
acreadw haHe an assigned Y-rYosey

The farmer in GeHitiu-s -nderstood thisy The uorners remained 
Aeua-se bod had acreadw assigned themy

The YeoYce Aringing ter-mah -nderstood thisy The oOering vas 
cifted -Y Aeua-se bod had acreadw assigned ity

The stevard todaw m-st cearn the same visdomy The Yawuheup 
does not arriHe vitho-t Y-rYosey ”-siness reHen-e does not 
arriHe vitho-t resYonsiAicitwy Vnurease does not arriHe oncw to 
eqYand uons-mYtiony ,ome Yortion m-st Ae Yroteuted so that 
the vhoce cife remains ordered Aefore body
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This is vhere the image of the lecd Aegins to uonneut to the 
carger Yiut-re that has shaYed this Aoopy

Vmagine the lecd onue againy

Rost of the harHest is gathered and -sedy The ho-sehocd de.
Yends on ity The famicw is fed from ity The farmerjs vorp Yro.
d-ues reac YroHisiony Gife haYYens in that Yortion of the lecdy

Let the uorners remainy

Thew remain Aeua-se bod had acreadw giHen those uorners a 
Y-rYosey

FHer timeE that image Aeuame a hecYf-c vaw to -nderstand the 
Aroader stevardshiY Yatterns that aYYear thro-gho-t ,uriY.
t-rey The lecd shovs -s that YroHision uan Ae Aoth enPowed and 
Yroteutedy Vt shovs -s that ordinarw cife and hocw Y-rYose do 
not uomYete vhen thew are rightcw orderedy Vt shovs -s that a 
stevard uan gather m-uh of the harHest vhice sticc ceaHing room 
for vhat bod has assignedy

The same idea uan Ae Yiut-red as a uiruce inside a sW-arey

The uiruce reYresents the Yortion of cife most YeoYce nat-raccw 
fou-s ony Vt inuc-des the ho-sehocd A-dgetE A-siness eqYensesE 
resYonsiAicitiesE oYYort-nitiesE saHings goacsE and daicw lnanuiac 
deuisionsy Rost stevardshiY uonHersations Aegin there Aeua-se 
most of cife haYYens therey

The sW-are reYresents the Ao-ndaries s-rro-nding those re.
sYonsiAicitiesy Vt reYresents the vhoce lecd of vhat has Aeen 
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entr-stedy The sYaue o-tside the uiruce reYresents the Yroteuted 
Yortiony Vt reminds -s that not eHerwthing aHaicaAce sho-cd Ae 
uons-medy

The image is intentionaccw simYcey The goac is not to Aeuome 
attauhed to a diagramy The goac is to rememAer a AiAciuac Yrin.
uiYcey

bod uonsistentcw teauhes kis YeoYce to Yroteut a Yortiony

The farmer  Yroteuted the  uornersy  The YeoYce  Aro-ght  a 
ter-mahy Cirstfr-its vere set aYarty The tithe vas set aYarty Dro.
Hision for others vas set aYarty BiOerent Yrautiuesy The same 
YrinuiYcey

x Yortion remained Yroteuted Aeua-se bod had acreadw as.
signed a Y-rYose to ity

This -nderstanding eHent-accw Aeuame the fo-ndation for vhat 
V uacc the GiHing Rargin framevorpy

The framevorp did not Aegin vith Yeruentagesy Vt Aegan vith 
,uriYt-rey Vt Aegan vith the lecdE the uornersE and the reYeated 
AiAciuac Yattern of bod teauhing kis YeoYce to Yroteut a Yortion 
Aefore uons-ming the vhocey

The framevorp simYcw YroHides a Yiut-re that hecYs -s see those 
Yatterns more ucearcwy

This distinution matters Aeua-se a modec uan easicw Aeuome the 
fou-s if ve are not uaref-cy x framevorp is -sef-c oncw if it serHes 
the tr-th Aeneath ity The GiHing Rargin framevorp is not the 
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a-thoritwy ,uriYt-re is the a-thoritwy The framevorp is a tooc for 
seeing and Yrautiuing vhat ,uriYt-re reYeatedcw Ycaues Aefore 
-sy

The Yroteuted Yortion is not a vaw to mape cife meuhaniuacy Vt 
is a vaw to peeY the stevard avapey

xvape to bodjs YroHisiony

xvape to the needs of othersy

xvape to the danger of forgetf-cnessy

xvape to the W-iet Y-cc of uons-mYtiony

xvape to the YossiAicitw that vhat has Aeen reueiHed has more 
than one Y-rYosey

That pind of attention forms a diOerent pind of Yersony Vt forms 
a stevard vho does not treat eHerw inurease as Yermission to 
eqYandy Vt forms a ho-sehocd that uan Yrautiue generositw vith 
intentiony Vt forms a A-siness ovner vho uan seYarate Y-rYose 
from Yress-rey Vt forms a heart that rememAers bod Aefore 
monew is aAsorAed Aw eHerwthing ecsey

Vn the uhaYters aheadE ve vicc eqYcore the sYeuilu Yrautiues 
that  ouu-Yw those Yroteuted Yortionsy  ?e vicc  coop more 
ucosecw at lrstfr-itsE the titheE ueceArationE uomYassionE saHingE 
and cong.term stevardshiYy TogetherE these Yrautiues ureate a 
rhwthm that Yroteuts margin and direuts reso-rues tovard bodjs 
Y-rYosesy

Cor novE it is eno-gh to -nderstand the YrinuiYcey
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”efore the vhoce vas uons-medE a Yortion vas set aYarty ”e.
fore the harHest vas gatheredE the uorners remainedy ”efore cife 
moHed forvardE bod vas aupnovcedgedy

The Yroteuted Yortion vas neHer merecw aAo-t monewy Vt vas 
aAo-t rememAering vho YroHidesE vho ovnsE and vho uan Ae 
tr-stedy

xs wo- uonsider wo-r ovn ho-sehocd and A-sinessE uonsider 
vhere eHerw reso-rue is u-rrentcw assignedy 5onsider vhether 
anw Yortion has Aeen intentionaccw Yroteuted Aefore the rest is 
uons-medy

,tevardshiY often Aegins vith a simYce oAserHationy

The uorners vere not emYtw sYauey

Thew vere Y-rYosef-c sYauey

xnd bod had acreadw assigned a Y-rYose to themy



Chapter Four

The First Portion

Most people think about stewardship in terms of amount. 
Scripture often begins with order.

What comes yrst matters because the yrst portion usuall- rev
Teals what has priorit-. Ghe yrst appointment on the calendar 
can shape the da-. Ghe yrst decision in a business can shape the 
direction. Ghe yrst allocation in a household can shape what 
remains for eTer-thing else.

Ghe same principle appears throughout Scripture. Hod repeatv
edl- teaches Pis people to honor Pim with the yrst portion.

,roTerbs three sa-s“ LPonor the ;ord with -our possessions and 
with the yrst produce of -our entire harTest” then -our barns 
will be completel- ylled“ and -our Tats will oTerNow with new 
wine.E

Ghe instruction is simple“ but it carries weight. Ponor the ;ord 
with the yrst produce of the harTest. Fot the leftoTer portion. 
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Fot the portion considered after eTer-thing else has been hanv
dled. Ghe yrst portion.

Ror the original hearers“ this language was eas- to understand. 
Ghe- liTed close to the land. Ghe- knew what it meant to 
plant“ wait“ watch“ and harTest. Ghe yrst crops coming from 
the ground represented the beginning of proTision“ not the 
completion of it.

Ghat made yrstfruits an act of trust.

Ghe farmer did not -et haTe the full harTest in hand. Pe had the 
beginning of the harTest. Pe had eTidence of proTision“ but not 
certaint- about all that would follow. Weather could change. 
Aisease could aVect the crop. 6ircumstances could shift.

Still“ Hod taught Pis people to honor Pim yrst.

Ghe yrst portion was a wa- of sa-ing that the whole harTest 
belonged to Hod before the whole harTest had arriTed.

Man- people think trust begins after certaint-. qfter the acv
count is full. qfter the business is stable. qfter the debt is gone. 
qfter the season becomes predictable. qfter there is enough 
margin to feel safe.

Scripture often places trust earlier than that.

Grust begins when the future is still unfolding. Ot begins when 
the harTest has started“ but the whole harTest is not -et gathered. 
Ot begins when the steward must decide whether Hod will be 
honored yrst or onl- after eTer-thing else feels secure.
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Ghat 7uestion reaches deeper than mone-. Ghe yrst portion 
reTeals what the heart belieTes about proTision. Of Hod is trul- 
the source“ then honoring Pim yrst is an act of remembrance. 
Of the harTest belongs to Pim“ then the beginning of the harTest 
can be lifted before Pim.

Of the steward is responsible but not the source“ then the yrst 
portion becomes a wa- of practicing that truth before anYiet- 
and appetite take oTer.

Ghis pattern appears earl- in Scripture.

On Henesis four“ 6ain and qbel bring oVerings to the ;ord. 
Ghe teYt is brief“ and we should be careful not to sa- more 
than it sa-s. 6ain brings some of the produce of the land. qbel 
brings the yrstborn of his Nock and their fat portions. Ghe ;ord 
has regard for qbel and his oVering“ but not for 6ain and his 
oVering.

Ghe passage does not eYplain eTer- detail“ but it reTeals somev
thing important. Worship and stewardship are connected from 
the beginning. What is brought before Hod sa-s something 
about the heart of the worshiper.

Pebrews later sa-s that b- faith qbel oVered to Hod a better 
sacriyce than 6ain. qbel8s oVering was not merel- an agriculv
tural act. Ot was an act of faith.

Raith shaped what he brought.

Ghe yrstborn of the Nock carried meaning. qbel was not bringv
ing what happened to be conTenient after eTer-thing else had 
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been considered. Pe brought from the beginning. Pe brought 
in a wa- that acknowledged Hod before the rest was secured.

6ain and qbel show us that giTing can reTeal the heart long 
before ynancial s-stems eYist. Gheir stor- appears before Osrael“ 
before the tabernacle“ before the ;aw“ before the tithe was esv
tablished as a national rh-thm. 9et eTen there“ the 7uestion of 
what is brought before Hod is alread- present.

Ghe yrst portion is neTer onl- about the portion. Ot is about 
worship. Ot is about trust. Ot is about what the steward belieTes 
Hod is worth- to receiTe.

Ghat theme continues in the life of qbraham. qbraham8s stor- 
is not usuall- described with the language of yrstfruits“ -et his 
life repeatedl- reTeals the same moTement of trust before cerv
taint-.

Hod calls qbraham to leaTe his countr-“ his relatiTes“ and his fav
ther8s house and go to the land Hod would show him. qbraham 
leaTes before he has the full picture. Pe obe-s before the outv
come is Tisible. Pe walks with promise“ but not with possession.

9ears later“ that trust would be tested again.

Hod had giTen qbraham and Sarah the son of promise. Ror -ears 
the- had waited. Ghe promise had seemed impossible. 9et Hod 
gaTe life where human possibilit- had ended.

Ghen Hod asked qbraham to trust Pim with the Ter- thing he 
treasured most.



GPI ;OxOFH Mq4HOFDj

Osaac was not onl- qbraham8s son. Osaac was the child of 
promise. Ghrough Osaac“ Hod had said the coTenant line would 
continue. qbraham was being asked to trust Hod with the Ter- 
promise Hod had giTen.

Ghis is not mainl- a lesson in ynancial giTing. Ot is a reTelation 
of faith. qbraham had to belieTe that Hod could be trusted with 
what mattered most.

Ghe writer of Pebrews sa-s qbraham reasoned that Hod was 
able eTen to raise Osaac from the dead. Ghat means qbraham8s 
obedience was not blind resignation. Ot was trust in the characv
ter and power of Hod.

qt the last moment“ Hod proTides the ram. Osaac is spared. 
qbraham names the place“ LGhe ;ord will proTide.E

Ghat sentence belongs near the heart of stewardship.

Ghe ;ord will proTide.

Rirstfruits are not a wa- of pretending the future is certain. Ghe- 
are a wa- of trusting the 5ne who holds the future. Ghe- do not 
remoTe risk. Ghe- place trust in the proper place.

When Hod8s people later brought yrstfruits“ the- were pracv
ticing this same kind of trust in ordinar- form. Ghe- were not 
being asked to place Osaac on an altar. Ghe- were being asked 
to bring the yrst produce of the harTest. 9et the heart 7uestion 
remained similar.

6an Hod be trusted with what comes yrst0
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Ghat 7uestion becomes eTen clearer in Osrael8s yrstfruits pracv
tices.

On IYodus twent-vthree“ Hod instructs Pis people to bring the 
best of the yrstfruits of their land to the house of the ;ord. Ghe 
emphasis is not onl- generosit-. Ot is priorit-. Hod was teaching 
Pis people to acknowledge Pim before consumption“ eYpanv
sion“ accumulation“ and fear began competing for attention.

Ghe yrst portion acknowledged the source of the whole.

Aeuteronom- twent-vsiY giTes an eTen fuller picture. When 
Osrael entered the land and receiTed the harTest“ the- were to take 
some of the yrst of all the land8s produce“ place it in a basket“ 
and bring it to the place the ;ord would choose for Pis name 
to dwell.

Ghe oVering did not stand alone. Ot came with a confession.

Ghe worshiper was to remember the stor-. LM- father was a 
wandering qramean“E the confession begins. Osrael was to rev
member weakness“ wandering“ slaTer-“ aUiction“ deliTerance“ 
the might- hand of Hod“ and the land Nowing with milk and 
hone-.

Ghen the yrstfruits were placed before the ;ord.

Ghat order matters.

Ghe oVering was 2oined to memor-. Ghe basket carried produce“ 
but the words carried the stor-. Ghe worshiper was not simpl- 
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handing oTer crops. Pe was confessing that the harTest had a 
histor-“ and that histor- was full of Hod8s merc-.

Rirstfruits were not merel- an economic practice. Ghe- were a 
wa- of telling the truth.

Osrael had not rescued itself.

Osrael had not giTen itself the land.

Ghe harTest had not appeared apart from Hod8s promise and 
proTision.

Ghe yrstfruits oVering kept the steward from treating blessing 
as though it had no stor-.

Ghat same danger eYists toda-. q household can forget the 
pra-ers that were once pra-ed. q business owner can forget the 
earl- -ears of uncertaint-. q famil- can forget the help that came 
at 2ust the right time. q leader can forget the open doors that 
were not selfvcreated.

Rirstfruits slow the steward down long enough to remember.

Ghis is wh- the yrst portion should neTer be reduced to a 
transaction. q transaction moTes mone-. Rirstfruits shape the 
steward.

Ghe- teach the heart to remember before considering what 
comes neYt. Ghe- teach the household to order its life around 
gratitude rather than urgenc-. Ghe- teach the business owner to 
acknowledge Hod before reTenue is absorbed b- pa-roll“ taYes“ 
Tendors“ debt“ or eYpansion.
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Ghe yrst portion is not meant to be decided b- pressure. Ot is 
meant to be shaped b- worship.

Ghat principle still speaks into modern life“ eTen though most 
of us no longer bring crops from a yeld. We receiTe income. We 
receiTe increase. We receiTe opportunities. We receiTe proTision 
in forms that look diVerent from ancient harTests“ but the stewv
ardship 7uestion remains the same.

What receiTes the yrst portion0

Ror man- households and businesses“ the answer is not intenv
tional. Ghe mortgage receiTes the yrst portion. Ghe credit card 
receiTes the yrst portion. ,a-roll receiTes the yrst portion. Aebt 
receiTes the yrst portion. ;ifest-le receiTes the yrst portion. 
WhateTer feels most urgent often becomes yrst b- default.

Brgenc- has a wa- of claiming priorit- if priorit- has not alread- 
been settled.

Ghis is wh- order matters. q household that waits to see what 
is left ma- rarel- ynd enough left to practice the stewardship it 
belieTes in. q business owner who waits until eTer- obligation 
feels settled ma- neTer feel free to honor Hod with the yrst 
portion. ;ife is full of needs“ and man- of them are real.

Rirstfruits interrupt the rule of urgenc-.

Ghe- help the steward decide before the pressure begins. Ghe- 
create a pattern where Hod is acknowledged before the rest of 
the harTest is assigned. Ghe- remind the household and the 
business that proTision has a source and a purpose.
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Ghis is not eas-.

Ghose reminders matter most when the future feels uncertain. 
When income is predictable“ trust ma- feel easier. When reTv
enue is growing“ trust ma- feel easier. When opportunities are 
abundant“ trust ma- feel easier. Ghe yrst portion becomes more 
meaningful when we do not -et know how the whole season 
will unfold.

Ghe farmer oVering the yrstfruits did not possess the entire 
harTest. Ghe act itself was an eYpression of faith.

Man- households postpone stewardship until the- feel secure. 
Man- business owners dela- generosit- until the- reach a future 
milestone. Ghe assumption is that trust will become easier once 
certaint- arriTes.

Scripture teaches a diVerent pattern.

qbel brought b- faith.

qbraham went before he knew the destination.

Osrael brought the yrstfruits before the entire harTest was conv
sumed.

Raith often moTes before outcomes are Tisible.

Stewardship follows the same pattern.

Ghe yrst portion is not ultimatel- about dollars. Ot is about 
order. Ot is about priorit-. Ot is about acknowledging Hod before 
eTer-thing else competes for attention.



GPI RO4SG ,54GO5F CD

Ghis connects directl- to the yeld and the protected corners. 
Ghe corners reminded the farmer that part of the harTest had 
alread- been assigned a purpose. Rirstfruits carried the same rev
minder. Ghe yrst portion had alread- been assigned a purpose.

Hod did not need the harTest.

Ghe steward needed the reminder.

ITer-thing belongs to Hod. Ghe yrst portion helps us rememv
ber.

Ghe pattern reaches its fullness in Eesus. ,aul writes in Rirst 
6orinthians yfteen that 6hrist has been raised from the dead“ 
Lthe yrstfruits of those who haTe fallen asleep.E Ghat word is 
not accidental. Eesus is the beginning of the resurrection harTest. 
Pis resurrection is not an isolated eTent. Ot is the yrst portion of 
what Hod will bring to completion.

Ghis does not turn yrstfruits into a ynancial formula. Ot lifts 
our e-es to the larger stor-. Ghe pattern of yrstfruits ultimatel- 
points be-ond crops“ income“ and oVerings. Ot points to the 
Hod who brings life from the ground“ proTision from the yeld“ 
promise from barrenness“ and resurrection from the graTe.

6hrist as yrstfruits means the beginning guarantees the harTest 
to come.

Ghat truth giTes 6hristian stewardship a deeper conydence. We 
do not honor Hod yrst because we are tr-ing to secure Pis faTor. 
We honor Hod because Pe has alread- giTen Pimself to us in 
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6hrist. Ghe resurrection tells us that the future is not held b- 
fear“ scarcit-“ or death. Ot is held b- the risen ;ord.

Rirstfruits are an act of trust because the yrst portion looks 
forward.

Ghe farmer looked toward the full harTest.

Osrael looked toward the faithfulness of Hod.

Ghe belieTer looks toward the resurrection promise secured in 
6hrist.

Ghat does not remoTe the practical 7uestions of household and 
business stewardship. Ghose 7uestions still matter. Fills must 
be paid. ,a-roll must be met. Aebt must be addressed. SaTings 
must be built. Ruture needs must be prepared for.

Fut those 7uestions are no longer the yrst 7uestions.

Ghe yrst 7uestion is worship.

Who is honored yrst0

What is acknowledged yrst0

What does the steward do before pressure“ fear“ and consumpv
tion begin speaking0

Ghat is the heart of the yrst portion.

q person who honors Hod yrst is learning to trust Pim. q 
famil- who honors Hod yrst is learning to trust Pim. q business 
owner who honors Hod yrst is learning to trust Pim. Ghe pracv
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tice forms something deeper than ynancial discipline because it 
trains the heart to remember the ,roTider before considering 
the proTision.

qs we continue through Scripture“ another stewardship pracv
tice begins to emerge alongside yrstfruits. Ot is one of the most 
familiar stewardship practices in the Fible and one of the most 
often misunderstood.

Ghe yrstfruits established priorit-.

Ghe tithe established rh-thm.

Gogether“ the- helped Hod8s people build a life shaped b- rev
membrance rather than consumption.

Ghat is where we turn neYt.



Chapter Five

The Rhythm of the 
Tithe

If rstufsieut atublhetdap oseyseu,m uda ueuda atublhetdap sd,ud.T

wda uny lahygF uyFaudasm liu uda, bsa gyu uda tb.aT qestufsieut 
bgtnasap uda ciatueyg yf ndbu Oy.at rstuT wda ueuda dahoap 
atublhetd bg ygFyegF obuuasg yf sa.a.lsbgOaT Sga fyOitap yg 
oseyseu,T wda yudas Osabuap OygtetuagO,T

wdsyiFdyiu  GOseouisam  Hyp  fys.t  Det  oayoha  udsyiFd 
sd,ud.tT vb, bgp geFduT Gaapue.a bgp dbsWatuT kys’ bgp satuT 
kystdeo bgp sa.a.lsbgOaT wdata sd,ud.t nasa gyu sbgpy.T 
wda, dahoap Hyp-t oayoha sa.a.las ndy Da nbt bgp dyn uda, 
nasa Obhhap uy heWaT

wda ueuda laOb.a yga yf udyta sd,ud.tT

qys .bg, oayoham uda nysp ueuda e..apebuah, Osabuat ciatueygtT 
Gy.a nygpas dyn eu booheat uypb,T Gy.a bttyOebua eu neud ylheFE
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bueyg ys osattisaT Gy.a dbWa taag eu ubiFdu neud ObsaT Sudast 
dbWa taag eu itap oyysh,T

wdyta OygOasgt tdyihp gyu la pet.ettapT wda ueuda dbt yfuag 
laag petOittap eg nb,t udbu Osabua Oygfiteyg sbudas udbg Ohbseu,T 
Iu dbt ty.aue.at laag sapiOap uy b oasOagubFaT Iu dbt ty.aue.at 
laag itap bt osattisaT Iu dbt ty.aue.at laag taobsbuap fsy. uda 
hbsFas hefa yf .asO,m BitueOam nystdeom bgp fbeudfihgattT

Lafysa tysuegF udsyiFd aWas, ciatueygm eu dahot uy igpastubgp 
ndbu uda ueuda nbt eguagpap uy pyT

wda nysp ueuda .abgt uagudT Ig GOseouisam eu safassap uy b uagud 
yf egOsabtam b uagud yf osyWeteygm b uagud tau bobsu fys Hyp-t 
oisoytatT Mau uda tuys, yf uda ueuda pyat gyu laFeg neud uda Abn 
yf 5ytatT

AygF lafysa Itsbah laOb.a b gbueygm zlsbdb. agOyiguasap 
5ahOde“apa’m ’egF yf Gbha. bgp oseatu yf Hyp 5ytu DeFdT 
zlsbdb. dbp sauisgap fsy. lbuuha bfuas satOiegF AyuT Da dbp 
taag Hyp osatasWa de.m osyuaOu de.m bgp FeWa de. WeOuys,T

5ahOde“apa’ lhattap zlsbdb. bgp tbepm CLhattap la zlsb. l, 
Hyp 5ytu DeFdm ”sabuys yf dabWag bgp absudm bgp lhattap la 
Hyp 5ytu DeFd ndy dbt dbgpap yWas ,yis aga.eat uy ,yiTN 
zlsbdb. udag FbWa de. b uagud yf aWas,udegFT

wda obttbFa et lseafT wdasa et gy Oy..bgp buubOdap uy euT xy 
saciesa.agu et saOyspapT zlsbdb.-t satoygta booabst bt bg bOu 
yf saOyFgeueygT Da dbp aVoaseagOap Hyp-t osyWeteyg bgp osyE
uaOueygm bgp uda uagud laOb.a obsu yf det satoygtaT
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zlsbdb. dbp bhsabp, aVoaseagOap Hyp-t osyWeteygm osyuaOueygm 
bgp fbeudfihgattT wda uagud laOb.a b Wetelha bO’gynhapF.agu 
yf udbu sabheu,T

Hyp FbWa WeOuys,T zlsbdb. satoygpapT

Hyp osatasWapT zlsbdb. bO’gynhapFapT

Hyp lhattapT zlsbdb. tau bobsu b uagudT

wda ueuda booabst dasa bt b satoygta uy uda Hyp ndy dbp bhsabp, 
bOuapT Iu nbt gyu b usbgtbOueygT Iu nbt gyu b ob,.agu fys osyuaOE
ueygT Iu nbt gyu bg buua.ou uy oisOdbta fbWysT Iu nbt b Wetelha bOu 
yf saOyFgeueyg lafysa Hyp 5ytu DeFdm ”sabuys yf dabWag bgp 
absudT

5ahOde“apa’ pep gyu lhatt zlsbdb. eg uda gb.a yf b t.bhh uselbh 
paeu,T Da lhattap de. eg uda gb.a yf uda ”sabuys yf dabWag bgp 
absudT wda ueuda nbt y9asap eg uda osatagOa yf uda Sga ndy 
yngap uda ndyha nyshpT

wdbu lsegFt it lbO’ uy uda fyigpbueyg yf udet lyy’T

Hyp yngtT

ka tuanbspT

zlsbdb.-t uagud pep gyu Osabua udbu sabheu,T Iu bO’gynhapFap euT

Abuasm 6bOyl .bpa b Wyn lafysa uda AyspT zfuas habWegF dy.am 
da tuyooap fys uda geFdu bgp psab.ap yf b tubesnb, sabOdegF 
fsy. absud uy dabWagT wda Aysp tuyyp latepa de. bgp saoabuap 
uda osy.eta FeWag uy zlsbdb.T 6bOyl nyihp saOaeWa hbgpT Det 
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y9tosegF nyihp la .bg,T zhh uda oayohat yf uda absud nyihp la 
lhattap udsyiFd de.T

6bOyl ny’a fsy. uda psab. bgp sabhe“ap da dbp laag tubgpegF 
eg b dyh, ohbOaT Da gb.ap eu Laudahm uda dyita yf HypT wdag da 
.bpa b WynT If Hyp nyihp la neud de.m ’aao de.m osyWepa fys 
de.m bgp lsegF de. lbO’ eg oabOam 6bOyl tbep uda Aysp nyihp la 
det Hypm bgp yf bhh udbu Hyp FbWa de. da nyihp FeWa b uagudT

zFbegm uda obttbFa et lseafT wda uagud booabst lafysa GegbeT Iu 
booabst lafysa Itsbah saOaeWat uda AbnT Iu booabst eg uda heWat yf 
oayoha habsgegF uy bO’gynhapFa Hyp-t osyWeteygT

zlsbdb. FeWat bfuas paheWasbgOaT

6bOyl Wynt ndeha tuehh nbeuegFT

Sga hyy’t lbO’ bu Hyp-t fbeudfihgattT

wda yudas hyy’t fysnbsp eg usituT

wyFaudasm uda, tdyn udbu uda uagud nbt OyggaOuap uy saOyFgeE
ueygT Iu dahoap uda tuanbsp sa.a.las udbu osyWeteyg Ob.a fsy. 
Hypm ndaudas uda osyWeteyg dbp bhsabp, laag saOaeWap ys nbt 
tuehh laegF bnbeuapT

kdag Itsbah hbuas saOaeWap uda Abnm uda ueuda laOb.a obsu yf uda 
hefa yf uda OyWagbgu Oy..igeu,T Iu nbt gy hygFas bg etyhbuap bOuT 
Iu laOb.a b saFihbs sd,ud. nyWag eguy uda hefa yf uda gbueygT

wda ueuda dahoap tiooysu uda AaWeuatm ndy dbp laag btteFgap 
uy uda nys’ yf nystdeoT Iu dahoap titubeg uda hefa yf uda Oy.E
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.igeu,T Iu laOb.a obsu yf Itsbah-t saOissegF sa.a.lsbgOa udbu 
aWas,udegF lahygFap uy HypT

wda ueuda nbt gaWas osataguap bt bg etyhbuap rgbgOebh usbgtbOE
ueygT Iu lahygFap neudeg b hbsFas tuys,T

wda oayoha dbsWatuap rahpt laObita Hyp dbp osyWepap hbgpT 
wda ?yO’t egOsabtap laObita Hyp dbp osyWepap hefaT wda gbueyg 
aVetuap laObita Hyp dbp paheWasap uda. fsy. thbWas,T wda nysE
tdeo yf Itsbah nbt titubegap laObita Hyp dbp FeWag Det oayoha 
b nb, uy heWa gabs Det osatagOaT

wda ueuda nbt OyggaOuap uy bhh yf euT

RWas, ue.a b uagud nbt tau bobsum uda tuanbsp nbt sa.egpap udbu 
osyWeteyg dbp b tyisOaT

keudyiu osbOueOat yf sa.a.lsbgOam osytoaseu, Obg laOy.a ysE
pegbs,T wda dbsWatu bsseWatT wda bOOyigu FsyntT wda litegatt 
aVobgptT wda lehht bsa obepT wda ,abst obttT

kdbu ygOa fahu .esbOihyit thynh, laFegt uy faah aVoaOuapT

wda ueuda eguassiouap udbu psefuT

RWas, saOissegF bOu yf tauuegF bobsu b uagud sa.egpap Itsbah udbu 
egOsabta nbt gyu tahfEOsabuapT wda ueuda pep gyu .b’a Hyp uda 
yngasT Hyp nbt bhsabp, uda yngasT wda ueuda dahoap uda tuanE
bsp heWa bt udyiFd udbu nbt usiaT

HeWegF pyat gyu .b’a Hyp FagasyitT

HeWegF pyat gyu .b’a Hyp uda yngasT
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HeWegF pyat gyu oisOdbta fbWysT

HeWegF dahot uda tuanbsp sa.a.las ndbu et bhsabp, usiaT

Sga yf uda Ohabsatu petOitteygt yf uda ueuda booabst eg 5bhbOde 
Odbouas udsaaT

wda obttbFa et yfuag ciyuapm liu eu et latu igpastuyyp neudeg 
eut tauuegFT 5bhbOde nbt toab’egF uy b oayoha ndy dbp psefuapT 
kystdeo dbp laOy.a ObsahattT wda oseatut dbp gaFhaOuap udaes 
satoygteleheueatT wda oayoha nasa y9asegF lha.etdap tbOserOatT 
wdaes OyWagbgu hefa dbp laOy.a petyspasapT

wda osylha. nbt gyu ose.bseh, rgbgOebhT

wda osylha. nbt toeseuibhT

wda yiunbsp osbOueOat nasa saWabhegF ty.audegF paaoasT

5bhbOde yoagt neud Hyp paOhbsegF Det hyWa fys Det oayoham ,au 
uda oayoha ciatueyg udbu hyWaT wda oseatut patoeta Det gb.am ,au 
bt’ dyn uda, dbWa patoetap euT wda oayoha lsegF lhegpm hb.am bgp 
teO’ bge.bht bt y9asegFtm udag bOu bt udyiFd Hyp tdyihp saOaeWa 
ndbu Oytut uda. heuuhaT

wda lyy’ et fihh yf ciatueygtT wda oayoha bsa gyu yoagh, saBaOuE
egF Hyp eg aWas, ylWeyit nb,T wda, bsa tuehh obsueOeobuegF eg saE
heFeyit hefam liu udaes obsueOeobueyg dbt laOy.a dyhhynT kystdeo 
Oyguegiatm ,au dygys dbt fbpapT

wdet et uda tauuegF fys 5bhbOde-t nyspt blyiu uda ueudaT
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Hyp bt’tm Ckehh b .bg syl Hyp4N wda oayoha bt’ dyn uda, 
dbWa syllap De.T wda bgtnas Oy.at udsyiFd ueudat bgp OygE
useliueygtT wdag Hyp Obhht uda. uy lsegF uda fihh uagud eguy uda 
tuysadyita ty udasa .b, la fyyp eg Det dyitaT

wdet obttbFa et yfuag oihhap eguy OygWastbueygt blyiu lhattegFT 
GOseouisa pyat toab’ udasa blyiu Hyp yoagegF uda negpynt yf 
dabWagT Liu uda paaoas .yWa.agu et sauisgT

Hyp tb,tm CYauisg uy .am bgp I nehh sauisg uy ,yiTN

wda ueuda nbt gyu osataguap bt b haWas uy Oygusyh HypT Iu nbt 
obsu yf sauisgegF uy HypT Iu nbt yga aVosatteyg yf OyWagbgu 
fbeudfihgatt eg b Oy..igeu, ndasa nystdeom dygysm bgp usitu 
dbp Fsyng udegT

wda oayoha dbp neuddahp ndbu dbp laag tau bobsuT wdaes bOueygt 
saWabhap b dabsu udbu dbp psefuap fsy. sa.a.lsbgOaT

5bhbOde .itu la dbgphap neud ObsaT Iu tdyihp gyu la itap uy 
udsabuag oayoha eguy FeWegFT Iu tdyihp gyu la uisgap eguy b 
osy.eta yf abt, osytoaseu,T Iu tdyihp gyu la petOyggaOuap fsy. 
uda hbsFas Obhh uy sauisg uy uda AyspT

5bhbOde et gyu .asah, blyiu .yga,T

Iu et blyiu b oayoha ndyta nystdeo dbp laOy.a Obsahatt bgp 
ndyta tuanbsptdeo saWabhap euT

wda tb.a uda.a dbt booabsap udsyiFdyiu udet lyy’T Btbh. 
unagu,Efyis sa.egpt it udbu aWas,udegF lahygFt uy uda AyspT 
AaWeueOit gegauaag tdynt uda fbs.as habWegF uda OysgastT RVypit 
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unagu,ErWa egusypiOat uda uasi.bdT BsyWaslt udsaa uabOdat uda 
rstufsieutT

xyn 5bhbOde lsegFt it uy uda ueudaT

RbOd obttbFa et pe9asagum liu uda tuanbsptdeo obuuasg et OygE
tetuaguT Hyp uabOdat Det oayoha uy tau bobsu b oysueyg ty uda, 
sa.a.las ndy osyWepatT

I.bFega b dyitadyhp eg Itsbah saOaeWegF osyWeteyg udsyiFdyiu 
uda ,absT ”syot bsa dbsWatuapT zge.bht egOsabtaT Aefa .yWat fysE
nbspT keudyiu eguagueygbh osbOueOatm eu nyihp la abt, uy Wean 
uda egOsabta bt oastygbh oyttatteygT

wda ueuda eguassiouap udbu btti.oueygT

RWas, ue.a b uagud nbt tau bobsum uda tuanbsp sa.a.lasap udbu 
uda ndyha lahygFap uy HypT

Guanbsptdeo sd,ud.t ’aao e.oysubgu usiudt fsy. laOy.egF 
yOObteygbh udyiFdutT

z usiud sa.a.lasap ygOa .b, egtoesaT

z usiud sa.a.lasap saoabuaph, Obg fys. b hefaT

wdet et dyn sd,ud.t nys’ udsyiFdyiu GOseouisaT wda Gbllbud 
sauisgt aWas, naa’T wda fabtut sauisg aWas, ,absT Bsb,as sauisgt 
aWas, pb,T wda ueuda sauisgt aWas, tabtyg yf egOsabtaT

Hyp yfuag fys.t Det oayoha udsyiFd saOissegF osbOueOat sbudas 
udbg etyhbuap aVoaseagOatT
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wda tb.a sa.begt usia uypb,T

qan oayoha gyueOa uda e.obOu yf yga yspegbs, sd,ud. eg uda 
.y.aguT Sga GbllbudT Sga fb.eh, .abhT Sga osb,asT Sga bOu 
yf Fagasyteu,T Sga neta rgbgOebh paOeteygT

wda a9aOu taa.t t.bhhT

Mau saoabuap yWas ue.am udyta sd,ud.t tdboa b hefaT

z fb.eh, udbu Fbudast bsyigp uda ublha paWahyot pe9asaguh, udbg 
yga udbu gaWas thynt pyngT z laheaWas ndy saFihbsh, osb,t paE
Wahyot pe9asaguh, udbg yga ndy sbsah, obitatT z tuanbsp ndy 
saoabuaph, bO’gynhapFat Hyp paWahyot pe9asaguh, udbg yga 
ndy heWat ygh, fsy. isFagO, uy isFagO,T

wda ueuda tdyihp la igpastuyyp bt .ysa udbg b oasOagubFaT 
z oasOagubFa Obg la ObhOihbuap neudyiu .iOd sa?aOueygT z 
sd,ud. dbt uda oynas uy tdboa buuagueygT

Iu sauisgt uda tuanbsp bFbeg bgp bFbeg uy uda tb.a usiudT

BsyWeteyg Ob.a fsy. HypT

IgOsabta Ob.a fsy. HypT

wda fiuisa lahygFt uy HypT

wdbu sd,ud. osyuaOut uda dabsu fsy. b tiluha ua.oubueygT 5bg, 
oayoha uahh uda.tahWat uda, nehh laOy.a fbeudfih hbuasT kdag egE
Oy.a egOsabtatT kdag palu et FygaT kdag uda litegatt sabOdat 
b Oasubeg te“aT kdag hefa laOy.at hatt Oy.oheObuapT
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wda hega ’aaot .yWegFT

wda fiuisa tabtyg sbsah, bsseWat aVbOuh, bt e.bFegapT

Guanbsptdeo oytuoygap et yfuag tuanbsptdeo blbgpygapT

wda ueuda Osabuat b sd,ud. eg uda osataguT Iu sa.egpt it udbu 
tuanbsptdeo et gyu heWap ty.apb,T Iu et heWap gynT

kdaudas b dyitadyhp et aVoaseagOegF bligpbgOa ys saliehpegF 
bfuas peEOihu,m uda tuanbsptdeo ciatueyg sa.begt uda tb.aT

kdbu pyat fbeudfihgatt hyy’ he’a eg udet tabtyg4

wda bgtnas .b, hyy’ pe9asagu fsy. yga tabtyg uy bgyudasm liu 
fbeudfihgatt bhnb,t laFegt ndasa na bsaT

6atit bppsattap uda ueuda eg b nb, udbu lsegFt gaapap lbhbgOaT

Ig 5buudan unagu,Eudsaam Da sali’ap saheFeyit habpast ndy 
nasa Obsafih neud yiunbsp osbOueOat ndeha gaFhaOuegF BitueOam 
.asO,m bgp fbeudfihgattT wda, nasa ueudegF aWag uda t.bhhatu 
daslt fsy. udaes FbspagtT wdaes ObhOihbueygt nasa osaOetaT wdaes 
oasOagubFat nasa bOOisbuaT

Mau ty.audegF attaguebh nbt .ettegFT

6itueOa dbp laag gaFhaOuapT

5asO, dbp laag gaFhaOuapT

qbeudfihgatt dbp laag gaFhaOuapT
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6atit uyhp uda. uda, tdyihp dbWa osbOueOap udata udegFt neudyiu 
gaFhaOuegF uda yudastT

6atit pep gyu pet.ett uda ueudaT xaeudas pep Da bhhyn eu uy laE
Oy.a uda .abtisa yf toeseuibh .buiseu,T

z oastyg Obg .begubeg tusiOuisa ndeha gaFhaOuegF uda dabsuT z 
oastyg Obg fyhhyn b t,tua. ndeha psefuegF fsy. HypT z oastyg 
Obg osbOueOa Fagasyteu, ndeha sa.begegF osyipm dbstdm tahrtdm ys 
egpe9asagu uy uda gaapt yf yudastT

6atit safitat uy taobsbua ylapeagOa fsy. hyWaT Da safitat uy taoE
bsbua tuanbsptdeo fsy. OdbsbOuasT Da safitat uy taobsbua nysE
tdeo fsy. BitueOaT

GusiOuisa .buuastT

wda dabsu .buuastT

wda, lahygF uyFaudasT

z sd,ud. neudyiu .asO, laOy.at a.ou,T z oasOagubFa neudE
yiu BitueOa laOy.at petuysuapT z osbOueOa neudyiu fbeudfihgatt 
laOy.at dyhhynT 6atit pyat gyu sa.yWa tusiOuisaT Da satuysat 
uda oisoyta yf tusiOuisaT

wdet dahot it bWyep uny assystT

wda rstu assys et haFbhet.T AaFbhet. itat tusiOuisa uy bWyep uda 
dabsuT Iu tb,t uda gi.las dbt laag .aum ty uda tuanbsp et tbfaT Iu 
sapiOat fbeudfihgatt uy b ObhOihbueygT
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wda taOygp assys et WbFiagattT 8bFiagatt bWyept tusiOuisa eg uda 
gb.a yf uda dabsuT Iu tb,t Fagasyteu, .buuastm liu gaWas FeWat 
Fagasyteu, b ohbOaT Iu tb,t tuanbsptdeo .buuastm liu gaWas liehpt 
b sd,ud. tusygF agyiFd uy satetu osattisaT

6atit habpt it bnb, fsy. lyudT

Da Obhht fys BitueOam .asO,m bgp fbeudfihgatt neudyiu gaFhaOuegF 
uda osbOueOaT wda dabsu bgp uda sd,ud. lahygF uyFaudasT

wda ueuda lahygFt neudeg uda hbsFas tuys, yf tuanbsptdeoT

wda ueuda Obggyu saohbOa ylapeagOaT

Iu Obggyu saohbOa .asO,T

Iu Obggyu saohbOa BitueOaT

Iu Obggyu saohbOa fbeudfihgattT

Iu et yga tuanbsptdeo osbOueOa egtepa b hbsFas hefa yf tissagpas uy 
HypT

kdag uda ueuda et taobsbuap fsy. uda dabsum eu laOy.at b usbgtE
bOueygT kdag eu sa.begt OyggaOuap uy nystdeom eu laOy.at b 
sd,ud.T

wdbu sd,ud. tdboat b oastyg yWas ue.aT

wda tuanbsp habsgt uy sa.a.lasT

wda tuanbsp habsgt uy usituT

wda tuanbsp habsgt uy yla, lafysa aWas, faahegF bFsaatT
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SlapeagOa yfuag gaapt sd,ud. laObita a.yueygt bsa gyu tuabp,T 
vatesa tdefutT qabs setatT Bsattisa toab’t hyiph,T z dyitadyhp 
gaap booabstT z litegatt ylheFbueyg bsseWatT z gan yooysuigeu, 
Oy.oauat fys buuagueygT

keudyiu sd,ud.m tuanbsptdeo dbt uy la sagaFyuebuap aWas, ue.a 
osattisa booabstT

z sd,ud. tauuhat uda ciatueyg lafysa uda osattisa laFegtT

wda ueuda FeWat uda tuanbsp b saoabuap nb, uy tb,m Cwdet oysueyg 
et tau bobsuTN Iu FeWat uda dyitadyhp b saoabuap nb, uy sa.a.las 
HypT Iu FeWat uda litegatt yngas b saoabuap nb, uy satetu uda 
epab udbu aWas, pyhhbs aVetut ygh, fys aVobgteygm Oygti.oueygm 
ys osyuaOueygT

wdet pyat gyu bgtnas aWas, osbOueObh ciatueyg fys aWas, dyitaE
dyhp eg aWas, tabtygT GOseouisa saciesat netpy.m bgp netpy. 
ob,t buuagueyg uy tabtygm satoygteleheu,m palum osyWeteygm bgp 
ObhhegFT Liu netpy. bhty ’gynt udbu b hefa neudyiu sd,ud. nehh 
itibhh, psefuT

wda ueuda dbt agpisap fys Fagasbueygt laObita eu et te.oha 
agyiFd uy igpastubgp bgp osbOueObh agyiFd uy tdboa bh.ytu bg, 
tabtyg yf hefaT

wda osbOueOa eutahf et gyu uda patuegbueygT

Iu oyegut la,ygp eutahfT

wynbsp usituT

wynbsp nystdeoT
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wynbsp sa.a.lsbgOaT

wynbsp ylapeagOaT

wynbsp fbeudfih tuanbsptdeoT

zt uda lelheObh obuuasg Oyguegiat uy igfyhpm uda osyuaOuap oysE
ueyg laOy.at OhabsasT wda Oysgast yf uda rahp sa.begapT z oysE
ueyg nbt hefuap io bt b uasi.bdT wda rstufsieut nasa tau bobsuT 
wda ueuda atublhetdap b sd,ud.T

RbOd osbOueOa osyuaOuap b oysueyg lafysa uda ndyha nbt OygE
ti.apT RbOd osbOueOa pesaOuap buuagueyg lbO’ uy HypT RbOd 
osbOueOa Osabuap tobOa fys tuanbsptdeoT

wda osyuaOuap oysueyg et gyu b tegFha osbOueOaT Iu et b OyhhaOueyg 
yf tuanbsptdeo sd,ud.t udbu nys’ uyFaudasT

wdasa et tuehh bgyudas obsu yf uda oeOuisaT

kdag .bg, oayoha udeg’ blyiu tuanbsptdeom uda, udeg’ oseE
.bseh, blyiu FeWegFT GOseouisa Oasubegh, egOhipat FeWegFm liu eu 
bhty egOhipat Oahalsbueygm osaobsbueygm dytoeubheu,m Oy.obtteygm 
bgp Obsa fys yudastT

Hyp-t pateFg nbt hbsFas udbg b tegFha bOuT

wy taa udbu .ysa Ohabsh,m na gaap uy Oyguegia fyhhynegF uda 
obuuasgT



Chapter Six

Saving, Celebration, 
and Compassion

When many people hear the word stewardship, they immedi-
ately think about giving.

Giving is certainly part of stewardship. Scripture teaches gen-
erosity from beginning to end. Yet the protected portion was 
never limited to a single purpose. As we continue following the 
biblical pattern, the picture becomes larger and more complete.

The corners of the Eeld remained. The terumah was lifted up. 
The Erstfruits were set apart. The tithe established a rhythm. 
'ach practice reminded GodHs people that provision came from 
Dim.

Then xeuteronomy chapter fourteen eOpands the picture.

The chapter begins with language that now sounds familiar. 
God tells Dis people to set aside a tenth of all the produce 
brought in annually from their seed. Vnce again, provision is 
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received and a portion is set apart. Vnce again, the steward is 
asked to protect a portion before the whole is consumed.

Rut the passage does not move where many readers might eO-
pect.

The people are not only told to set the portion aside. They are 
told to bring it to the place the Bord will choose for Dis name 
to dwell. They are told to eat it there in Dis presence. They are 
told to reFoice with their households.

That is a remarkable scene.

A family gathers what God has provided. A portion is separated 
from the whole. The Fourney is made to the place of worship. 
The food is brought before the Bord. The household eats to-
gether. The family reFoices.

This is stewardship. Cot only restraint. Cot only discipline. 
Cot only sacriEce. Stewardship becomes a table where GodHs 
provision is received with gratitude and remembered with Foy.

2or many modern readers, that may feel uneOpected. We are 
used to speaking of stewardship in terms of budgets, giving, 
saving, debt, discipline, and responsibility. Those things have 
their place. Scripture speaks clearly about wisdom, self-control, 
generosity, and careful attention.

Yet xeuteronomy fourteen gives us a picture that is harder to Et 
into a spreadsheet.

GodHs people are told to feast before Dim.
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Nf the Fourney is too long and the produce is too diJcult to carry, 
God provides a practical way forward. They may eOchange the 
produce for silver, carry the silver to the place the Bord chooses, 
and purchase what is needed for the feast once they arrive.

The point is not indulgence. The point is that God made room 
for Dis people to gather, eat, reFoice, and remember Dis good-
ness in Dis presence.

Then comes the purpose.

They are to feast there in the presence of the Bord their God and 
reFoice with their household.

The passage is not careless. Nt is not an invitation to consume 
without remembrance. The celebration happens before the 
Bord. The table is set in the presence of God. The provision is 
enFoyed in the place of worship.

The Foy is not separated from reverence. Nt is shaped by rever-
ence.

The passage says this rhythm was given so that GodHs people 
would learn to fear the Bord always. That line deserves more 
attention than it often receives. The fear of the Bord is placed in 
the middle of a feast.

Pany people imagine fear and Foy as opposites. Scripture often 
holds them together. The fear of the Bord is not terror. Nt is 
reverence. Nt is the recognition that God is God and we are not. 
Nt is the humble awareness that every good gift ultimately comes 
from Dim.
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The feast was teaching that lesson.

As families gathered around the table, they were not celebrating 
themselves. They were celebrating GodHs faithfulness. The meal 
became a classroom of remembrance. The table became a place 
of formation. The harvest became an opportunity to worship.

This may help eOplain why meals appear so often throughout 
Scripture. Abraham welcomed visitors around a meal. Nsrael re-
membered deliverance through the 7assover meal. 4esus taught 
around tables. 4esus fed crowds. 4esus shared the Bast Supper 
with Dis disciples. The early church devoted themselves to fel-
lowship and the breaking of bread.

Again and again, God uses tables to form Dis people.

A table creates space for something modern life often crowds 
out. 7eople linger. Stories are told. 5uestions are asked. Lhil-
dren listen. Gratitude is eOpressed. Memembrance becomes part 
of the meal itself.

The table in xeuteronomy fourteen was not merely a place to 
eat. Nt was a place where provision became testimony. A child 
could see the food and ask where it came from. A parent could 
tell the story of the BordHs faithfulness. The family could re-
member that the land was a gift, the harvest was a gift, and the 
ability to gather before the Bord was a gift.

The meal helped the household keep the story attached to the 
provision.
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That is one of the ways stewardship forms people. Nt teaches 
them not only to give rightly, but to receive rightly.

A grateful steward receives di6erently than a consumer. A 
grateful steward enFoys di6erently than a consumer. A grateful 
steward remembers di6erently than a consumer. The di6erence 
begins in the heart, but eventually shapes the whole life.

xeuteronomy fourteen also widens the circle.

The feast is not only for the household. The Bevite appears in 
the passage. God tells Dis people not to neglect the Bevite with-
in their town because the Bevite has no portion or inheritance 
among them.

This detail brings responsibility into the Foy.

The household reFoices, but the household does not forget those 
whose lives depend on the faithfulness of the community. The 
BeviteHs work was tied to worship. Dis provision was connected 
to the obedience of GodHs people.

4oy did not cancel responsibility. Nt made room for it.

Cear the end of the chapter, the circle widens again. 'very third 
year, the tithe is to be stored within the towns. Then the Bevite, 
the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow may come, eat, and 
be satisEed.

Those four groups appear repeatedly throughout Scripture. 
The Bevite had no land inheritance like the other tribes. The 
foreigner lived without the same family network and protec-
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tions. The fatherless lacked the support of a fatherHs household. 
The widow often faced economic vulnerability and social eO-
posure.

These were not categories. They were people. They were house-
holds. They were neighbors. They were men, women, and chil-
dren whose lives could become fragile when the community 
forgot them.

God brings them into the center of the stewardship conversa-
tion. De does not allow Dis people to celebrate Dis provision 
while ignoring the vulnerable near them. De does not allow the 
household table to become the end of the story. De takes the Foy 
of the feast and eOtends it toward mercy.

The invitation is simple and beautifulq come, eat, and be satis-
Eed.

GodHs provision moves through Dis people toward those who 
need it.

This brings us back to the Eeld in Beviticus nineteen. The cor-
ners were never unused space. They were provision. The farmer 
left them because God had already assigned them a purpose. 
The poor would gather there. The foreigner would gather there. 
The vulnerable would gather there.

What looked like margin was actually mercy.

The same principle appears in xeuteronomy fourteen. A por-
tion is protected. The household remembers. The household 
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reFoices. The vulnerable are not forgotten. The protected por-
tion creates room for worship, Foy, and compassion.

This is where preparation begins to enter the picture.

The protected portion was not only about what was given away 
immediately. Nt also created room for what would be needed 
later. A portion was held with purpose. Some of it supported 
worship. Some of it made celebration possible. Some of it cared 
for those in need. Some of it prepared the household and com-
munity for future obligations.

That kind of preparation is di6erent from fearful accumula-
tion.

2ear stores because it believes there will never be enough. Wis-
dom prepares because it recogni9es that provision has been en-
trusted for more than the present moment.

The farmer who left the corners understood this. The house-
hold that protected a portion understood this. The community 
that gathered resources for worship and care understood this. 
Cot every resource was meant for immediate consumption. 
Some resources were intentionally protected so they would be 
available when needed.

2aithful stewards think beyond the present moment. They rec-
ogni9e that future needs may not yet be visible, but they are 
rarely absent.

xeuteronomy fourteen helps us see that saving, celebration, and 
compassion are not competing purposes. They belong together. 
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7reparation protects future faithfulness. Lelebration protects 
gratitude. Lompassion protects love of neighbor.

Together, they help the steward receive provision without con-
suming everything that has been received.

The protected portion creates room for all three.

This is where stewardship becomes deeply relational.

7rovision was never intended to terminate on the steward. God 
blesses Dis people so they can become a blessing to others. The 
blessing does not stop in the household. Nt moves through the 
household.

That movement reUuires room.

A household living at its limit may want to help but have little 
room to do so. A business operating under constant pressure 
may recogni9e a need but lack the resources to respond. A family 
may sincerely desire to welcome, give, host, or care, yet End that 
every resource has already been consumed by ordinary life.

Pargin creates room for mercy, hospitality, generosity, and care 
for others. Without margin, many good intentions never be-
come action. The desire may eOist, but the capacity does not. 
Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly teaches Dis people to 
protect a portion because protected space creates opportunities 
for faithfulness.

This is why the protected portion cannot be reduced to giv-
ing alone.  Scripture gives  a  broader picture.  GodHs  provi-
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sion supports worship. GodHs provision supports celebration. 
GodHs provision supports compassion. GodHs provision sup-
ports preparation. GodHs provision supports faithful living.

Seen together, these purposes reveal a larger picture. God was 
forming a people who would remember Dim, reFoice before 
Dim, care for others, and prepare wisely for what lay ahead.

The corners of the Eeld were not isolated instructions. The 
terumah was not an isolated instruction. The Erstfruits were 
not an isolated instruction. The tithe was not an isolated in-
struction. The celebration was not an isolated instruction. The 
compassion was not an isolated instruction.

'ach practice contributed to a larger stewardship rhythm.

A rhythm that protected GodHs purposes before the whole was 
consumed. A rhythm that helped Dis people remember. A 
rhythm that created room for worship, Foy, hospitality, prepa-
ration, and care for others.

Ry now, a pattern should be visible. God repeatedly teaches Dis 
people to set apart a portion before consuming the whole. That 
portion serves multiple purposes, but the principle remains 
consistent.

7rotect the portion. Donor God. Memember the source. Beave 
room.

The Eeld, the corners, the Erstfruits, the tithe, the celebration, 
and the compassion are all parts of the same picture. Togeth-
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er they reveal a stewardship pattern that is both practical and 
deeply spiritual.

Cp to this point, we have eOamined the individual pieces. The 
corners of the Eeld. The terumah. The Erstfruits. The tithe. The 
feast. The care for the vulnerable.

The neOt chapter allows us to step back and see how those pieces 
Et together.

The pattern has been present all along.

Cow it is time to see the whole Eeld.



Chapter Seven

Seeing the Whole 
Field

The framework did not begin with a spreadsheet.

It began with Scripture.

Psalm twenty-four settled the foundation. Everything belongs 
to the Lord. Leviticus nineteen gave us the ,eldx where the 
farmer was told not to harvest to the very edge. EModus twen-
ty-,ve introduced the terumahx a portion lifted up and set 
apart. Proverbs three taught ,rstfruits. Dalachi three showed 
the rhythm of the tithe. Geuteronomy fourteen eMpanded the 
picture to include worshipx celebrationx remembrancex prepa-
rationx and care for others.

These passages do not all address the same practicex but they 
reveal the same stewardship pattern. Hod repeatedly teaches Nis 
people to protect a portion before consuming the whole.

That pattern becomes easier to see when we return to the ,eld.
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Picture the farmer again.

The harvest is ready. The rows are full. The labor of the season 
is visible. Ohat once began as seed has become provision. The 
ground has produced food for the householdx the workersx the 
animalsx and the future.

The farmer can see the whole ,eld.

Ne can see what should be gathered.

Ne can also see what must remain.

The corners are not hidden. They are not accidental. They are 
not forgotten by careless workers. They are standing in plain 
sightx holding real value.

Every instinct might tell the farmer to gather them. The family 
has needs. The neMt season is uncertain. Dore can always be 
used. Y little eMtra would not seem unreasonable.

’et the instruction of the Lord stands at the edge of the ,eld.

Go not harvest to the very edge.

Go not gather every fallen piece.

Leave room.

The farmerVs obedience is not only measured by what he gath-
ers. It is also measured by what he leaves.

That is one of the most important stewardship observations in 
the whole book.
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8aithfulness is not only seen in production.

It is also seen in restraint.

The farmerVs ,eld teaches us that provision can be both received 
and protected. The household may rightly live from the harvest. 
The work of the season may rightly support ordinary life. 8ood 
may be stored. Weeds may be met. Plans may be made.

’et the whole ,eld is not consumed.

The corners remain because Hod has already assigned them a 
purpose.

That picture helps us see what the earlier chapters have been 
showing all along. Provision is received. Y portion is protected. 
Hod is remembered. Fthers are blessed. The steward lives with 
margin.

Ygain and againx Scripture places that order before us.

The terumah was lifted up before the rest was used. It protected 
worship and remembrance. The ,rstfruits honored Hod before 
the whole harvest was gathered. It protected priority and trust. 
The tithe established a rhythm. It protected obedience through 
repeated remembrance.

Geuteronomy fourteen widened the picture even more. The 
feast protected gratitude. The shared table protected 3oy. The 
stored tithe protected compassion. The care for the Levitex the 
foreignerx the fatherlessx and the widow protected the commu-
nity from forgetting those who were most vulnerable.
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Gi4erent practices.

Fne pattern.

HodVs people were taught to make room before the whole was 
absorbed.

The corners protected mercy.

The terumah protected worship.

The ,rstfruits protected priority.

The tithe protected rhythm.

The feast protected gratitude.

The provision for the vulnerable protected compassion.

Togetherx these practices formed a people who could receive 
provision without being ruled by consumption.

That kind of formation is easy to miss if we only look at the in-
dividual practices. Y person can study ,rstfruits alone. Y person 
can study the tithe alone. Y person can study the corners of the 
,eld alone. Each practice carries its own meaning.

Jut when the practices are placed beside one anotherx a larger 
picture begins to appear.

Hod was forming stewards who remembered Nim before they 
consumed everything.

Ne was forming households that made room for worship.
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Ne was forming communities that made room for 3oy.

Ne was forming people who made room for the poorx the for-
eignerx the fatherlessx and the widow.

Ne was forming a way of life where provision had purpose 
beyond immediate use.

Ys I continued studying these stewardship practicesx another 
observation began to emerge. The protected portion was not 
small or accidental. It was meaningful.

zewish tradition often understood the terumah as approMi-
mately one-fortieth of increasex or about two and one-half per-
cent. The ,rst tithe was a tenth. Geuteronomy fourteen de-
scribes another tithe that created room for worshipx celebrationx 
remembrancex andx every third yearx direct provision for the 
Levitex the foreignerx the fatherlessx and the widow.

The purpose of this book is not to debate percentages. 8aithful 
people have reached di4erent conclusions about how some of 
these practices apply today. The purpose here is to observe the 
pattern Scripture keeps placing before us.

Hod teaches Nis people to protect a meaningful portion before 
consuming the whole.

Ohen these practices are viewed togetherx they point toward 
a protected portion near one-,fth of increase. In this bookx I 
describe that pattern as approMimately twenty-one percent.
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That number is not the authority. Scripture is the authority. 
The number simply helps us see the si6e of the margin Scripture 
keeps inviting us to notice.

8or a long timex I did not have a simple way to show that pattern. 
I could eMplain the ,eld. I could eMplain the corners. I could 
eMplain the ,rst portion and the recurring portion. I could eM-
plain celebration and compassion. Jut eMplanation alone does 
not always help people see.

Dost of us need a picture. Something simple enough to remem-
ber. Something clear enough to return to when life becomes 
crowded.

The picture that made the most sense was a circle inside a 
sCuare.

Imagine the sCuare as the whole ,eld. It represents the full 
amount entrusted to the steward. The income. The busi-
ness revenue. The household resources. The opportunity. The 
whole ,eld.

Wow imagine a circle inside that sCuare. The circle represents 
the portion used for ordinary life and responsibility. It is where 
the household operates. It is where the business functions. It 
is where bills are paidx obligations are metx plans are madex and 
daily stewardship happens.

Dost of life happens inside the circle. Deals are bought there. 
Nousing is paid there. Payroll is met there. Rendors are paid 
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there. ?hildren are cared for there. Gebts are addressed there. 
Oork continues there.

The circle is not bad.

It is necessary.

Frdinary life reCuires resources.

’et the circle does not ,ll the whole sCuare.

The corners remain.

Those corners take us back to Leviticus nineteen. The farmer 
left the corners because Hod had assigned a purpose to them. 
They were not wasted space. They were not forgotten space. 
They were protected space.

Yt some pointx I noticed something about the picture itself. 
Y circle inside a sCuare occupies roughly seventy-nine percent 
of the sCuare. The remaining space in the corners is roughly 
twenty-one percent.

The picture helped me see a pattern Scripture had already been 
teaching.

The ma3ority of what is entrusted is used for daily life and re-
sponsibility. Y meaningful portion remains protected for HodVs 
purposes. That protected portion includes givingx worshipx cel-
ebrationx compassionx preparationx and future provision.

This is where the Living Dargin framework began to take shape.
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The circle represents the seventy-nine percent.

The corners represent the twenty-one percent.

The numbers are not meant to create legalism. They are meant 
to create visibility. They help a steward see whether margin is 
being protected or Cuietly consumed.

The model is not the authority. Scripture is the authority. The 
model serves the principle.

Ynd the principle is simple.

Hod teaches Nis people to protect a portion before consuming 
the whole.

That protected portion is larger than many people assume. It is 
not only giving. It is not only saving. It includes the full rhythm 
of stewardship we have been tracing through Scripture.

It includes the portion lifted up to Hod. It includes the tithe. 
It includes worship and celebration. It includes compassion for 
those in need. It includes preparation for what lies ahead. It 
includes the margin that allows a steward to respond rather than 
react.

Ohen this portion is not protectedx pressure usually follows.

Y household may earn more than it did ,ve years ago and still 
feel stretched. Y business may generate more revenue than ever 
before and still feel fragile. The income increasedx but the mar-
gin disappeared.



TNE LIRIWH DY2HIW11

That happens when the circle eMpands until it consumes nearly 
everything.

The Living Dargin framework helps the steward stop and look 
honestly at the whole ,eld. Yre the corners still there0 Nas 
HodVs portion been planned for or merely hoped for0 Is there 
room for generosityx preparationx celebrationx and compassion0 
Is stewardship being practiced with structurex or only with good 
intentions0

Hood intentions matterx but they rarely protect margin by 
themselves.

Structure helps.

The farmer did not wait until the end of harvest to see if any-
thing was left. The corners were protected from the begin-
ning. 8irstfruits were brought ,rst. The tithe was set apart. 
Geuteronomy made room for worshipx celebrationx prepara-
tionx and care for others.

Dargin was not accidental.

It was built into the way Hod taught Nis people to live.

That is why this framework is di4erent from a budget. Y budget 
usually begins with what we plan to spend. Stewardship begins 
with what must be protected.

Y budget can help manage the circle.

Stewardship also protects the corners.
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Joth matter.

Gaily life reCuires order. Nouseholds have bills. Jusinesses have 
payrollx taMesx vendorsx debtx reservesx and obligations. The cir-
cle is real and important. Jut the circle cannot be allowed to 
consume the whole sCuare.

Ohen it doesx the steward loses room.

2oom to give. 2oom to save. 2oom to celebrate. 2oom to help. 
2oom to prepare. 2oom to listen. 2oom to respond.

Y life without room becomes reactive. Every need feels urgent. 
Every opportunity feels stressful. Every act of generosity feels 
diAcult. Every uneMpected eMpense becomes a threat.

The steward may still have income.

The business may still have revenue.

The household may still be paying its bills.

Jut the corners are gone.

The biblical pattern gives us a better way. It begins with owner-
ship. It protects margin. It honors Hod ,rst. It builds rhythm. 
It creates room for worshipx 3oyx compassionx and future needs.

The Living Dargin framework is simply a way to see that pat-
tern.

Y circle inside a sCuare.

Gaily stewardship inside the circle.
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Protected margin in the corners.

Ys helpful as the picture isx a picture alone will not change a 
household or a business. Y steward still needs practices. The 
neMt step is learning how to live inside this framework in ordi-
nary life.

That is where the jBC7BCjB model becomes helpful.

The 9/CjA picture helps us see the biblical margin.

The jBC7BCjB model helps us practice stewardship with sim-
plicity.

That is where we turn neMt.



Chapter Eight

Money Needs Order

Once the corners are protected, the next question becomes 
practical.

How do we steward the rest?

The farmer in Leviticus nineteen did not harvest the whole yeld 
and then decide later whether angthinG could be left behind. 
Dod instructed him to leave the corners before the harvest was 
Gathered. The order was clear. The protected portion came yrst, 
and the rest of the yeld was Gathered with that boundarg alreadg 
in place.

That same order has appeared throuGhout the stewardship 
practices we have been tracinG. The terumah was lifted up and 
set apart. The yrstfruits came yrst. The tithe created a rhgthm. 
Ieuteronomg fourteen created room for worship, celebration, 
remembrance, preparation, and care for others.

The protected portion was not whatever happened to remain 
after life consumed the rest. Et was protected yrst.
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Aost households and businesses do not drift toward marGin. 
Theg drift toward consumption. Encome arrives. Vxpenses apW
pear. ObliGations increase. Opportunities compete for attenW
tion. kithout structure, the circle expands until the corners 
disappear.

The LivinG AarGin framewor0 helps us see the whole yeld. The 
yrst question is not how much can be spent. The yrst question 
is what must be protected.

This is where the -/6S/6-/ pattern becomes helpful.

The pattern is not a replacement for Ycripture. Et is a practical 
wag to live out the stewardship picture Ycripture has alreadg 
placed before us. The farmer had to leave the corners in a real 
yeld. Aodern stewards need a wag to leave the corners in ordiW
narg ynancial life.

The yrst twentg percent represents the protected portion. Et 
is the practical expression of the corners of the yeld. This is 
where a steward creates room for GivinG, savinG, future proW
vision, worship, celebration, compassion, debt reduction, and 
opportunities Dod mag place in front of them.

This portion is protected before the rest is consumed.

That order Gives the pattern its strenGth. Ef we wait to see what 
is left at the end, the corners usuallg disappear. Life has a wag of 
absorbinG whatever is available. R bill arrives. R repair appears. 
R desire becomes a purchase. R household need feels urGent. R 
business opportunitg requires cash.
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Mone of these thinGs mag be wronG bg themselves. ToGether, 
theg can consume the whole yeld if the corners are not protectW
ed yrst.

The remaininG eiGhtg percent becomes the circle.

This is where ordinarg life happens. Households have bills. 
Bamilies need food, housinG, transportation, insurance, clothW
inG, and care. Pusinesses have pagroll, taxes, vendors, equipW
ment, debt, reserves, and operatinG needs.

The circle is real, and it matters.

Et is easg to spea0 so much about the protected portion that 
ordinarg responsibilitg beGins to sound less spiritual. Ycripture 
never Gives that impression. BeedinG a household is stewardW
ship. CaginG what is owed is stewardship. 4arinG for children 
is stewardship. AaintaininG a home is stewardship. OperatinG a 
business with inteGritg is stewardship.

The circle is not the enemg of faithfulness.

Et is one of the places where faithfulness is practiced everg dag.

R household that iGnores ordinarg responsibilities is not livinG 
with marGin. R business that neGlects obliGations is not pracW
ticinG stewardship. The farmer did not leave the corners and 
abandon the rest of the yeld. He Gathered the harvest faithfullg 
within the boundaries Dod had Given.

That is the picture we need.

The corners remain protected.
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The yeld is still wor0ed.

Bor simplicitg, the circle can be divided into two parts.

The sixtg percent is directed toward core responsibilities. These 
are the ordinarg obliGations required to faithfullg care for a 
household or operate a business. HousinG, utilities, food, transW
portation, insurance, taxes, pagroll, operatinG expenses, and 
other necessarg responsibilities belonG here.

The ynal twentg percent is directed toward ’exible livinG. These 
are the lifestgle choices, preferences, travel, recreation, hobbies, 
entertainment, and personal decisions that are not necessarilg 
wronG, but need to remain in their proper place.

The Goal is not to remove en5ogment from life. Ieuteronomg 
fourteen reminded us that celebration was part of stewardship. 
Dodzs people were invited to remember His provision with 5og.

The issue is not en5ogment. The issue is order.

khen ’exible livinG Grows too larGe, it beGins to crowd out marW
Gin. khen required expenses Grow too larGe, theg place pressure 
on the household or business. khen the protected portion is 
not yrst, GivinG, savinG, preparation, and compassion become 
afterthouGhts.

The -/6S/6-/ pattern Gives each part a place. The yrst twentg 
percent protects the corners. The sixtg percent carries the core 
responsibilities. The ynal twentg percent allows ’exible livinG 
without allowinG lifestgle to consume the whole yeld.
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The percentaGes are not the authoritg. Ycripture is the authoritg. 
The percentaGes provide a practical wag to orGani8e the yeld 
accordinG to the stewardship principles we have alreadg seen.

Aost people do not need a more complicated ynancial life. 
Theg need a clearer one.

R household can become overwhelmed when everg dollar feels 
li0e it belonGs to everg need at the same time. R business owner 
can feel pressure when everg account appears available, even 
thouGh portions of that moneg alreadg belonG to taxes, pagroll, 
vendors, reserves, and future obliGations.

Order helps.

ThrouGhout Ycripture, Dodzs desiGn includes order. 4reation 
was formed with order. The tabernacle was built with order. 
The harvest had order. korship had order. Caul writes in Birst 
4orinthians fourteen that evergthinG should be done decentlg 
and in order.

Caul is addressinG worship, but the principle yts the character 
of Dod. Order helps what has been entrusted move toward 
its proper purpose. kithout order, urGencg becomes the deciW
sionWma0er.

Ytewardship Gives resources an assiGnment before pressure 
spea0s.

That assiGnment brinGs a quiet 0ind of peace.
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Et does not remove everg hard decision. Et does not ma0e inW
come predictable. Et does not prevent repairs, medical bills, slow 
business seasons, or unexpected needs. Et does not 0eep a familg 
from havinG to ma0e sacriyces.

Put it does reduce confusion.

khen resources have alreadg been assiGned, the steward is not 
forced to decide evergthinG under pressure. The protected porW
tion has a place. 4ore responsibilities have a place. Blexible deW
cisions have a place. The household or business can see what is 
available and what is not.

Order does not remove faith.

Et Gives faithfulness a path to wal0.

R household livinG inside the marGin beGins to see moneg difW
ferentlg. The yrst portion is not available for everg desire beW
cause it has alreadg been protected. The core responsibilities 
cannot be iGnored because theg carrg the weiGht of ordinarg 
faithfulness. The ’exible portion is not shameful because enW
5ogment has a place, but it remains within a boundarg.

R business livinG inside the marGin beGins to see revenue difW
ferentlg. Mot everg dollar in the account is available for ownW
er draw, expansion, equipment, or convenience. Yome belonGs 
to taxes. Yome belonGs to pagroll. Yome belonGs to operatinG 
needs. Yome belonGs to reserves. Yome belonGs to future obliGW
ations. Yome belonGs to the purposes the steward has chosen to 
protect.
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This is where mang business owners feel pressure. The account 
mag loo0 full, but the yeld is alreadg assiGned. kithout order, 
available cash can create a false sense of freedom. kith order, the 
steward can see more clearlg.

This applies to both households and businesses.

En a household, the protected twentg percent creates room for 
GivinG, savinG, future needs, Generositg, celebration, and comW
passion. The sixtg percent 0eeps ordinarg responsibilities withW
in a healthg boundarg. The ynal twentg percent allows ’exibilW
itg without allowinG lifestgle to consume the whole yeld.

En a business, the same principle can Guide decisionWma0inG, 
thouGh the cateGories often require di@erent accounts and 
clearer separation. The owner must protect marGin before disW
tributinG or spendinG evergthinG. The business needs room for 
taxes, reserves, GivinG, owner Goals, debt reduction, future opW
portunities, and unexpected needs.

OperatinG expenses must remain in proportion. Iiscretionarg 
decisions must remain in their place.

The cateGories mag loo0 di@erent in a business, but the stewW
ardship principle is the same.

Crotect the portion.

Order the rest.

Io not let the circle consume the corners.
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This pattern is not meant to create Guilt. Et is meant to create 
visibilitg. Et helps a steward see whether resources are movinG 
accordinG to purpose or pressure.

R familg mag discover that core livinG expenses have Grown 
begond what is healthg. R business owner mag discover that opW
eratinG costs are consuminG too much of the yeld. R household 
mag discover that ’exible spendinG is crowdinG out savinG and 
Generositg. R steward mag discover that the protected portion 
has never trulg been protected.

Those discoveries are not failures. Theg are claritg.

4laritg Gives the steward a place to beGin.

R household cannot faithfullg address what it refuses to see. 
R business cannot wiselg ad5ust what remains unnamed. The 
-/6S/6-/ pattern helps the steward see the yeld honestlg.

The yrst twentg percent protects the corners.

The sixtg percent carries responsibilitg.

The ynal twentg percent allows ’exibilitg.

Et is simple enouGh to remember and practical enouGh to revisit 
often.

Rs life chanGes, the application mag need to be ad5usted. R 
household rebuildinG after debt mag direct more of the protectW
ed portion toward debt reduction for a season. R familg preparW
inG for a ma5or need mag direct more toward savinGs. R business 
owner mag need to strenGthen reserves before expandinG.
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The pattern serves stewardship.

Et does not master it.

Ycripture is the authoritg. The model helps the steward practice 
what Ycripture has been teachinG all alonG.

Dod owns.

ke steward.

The corners remain.

The circle is ordered.

khen those truths are held toGether, moneg beGins to serve its 
proper purpose. Et becomes a tool for faithfulness rather than a 
source of constant pressure.

The next question is practical.

khat happens when a household or business is not get close to 
this pattern?

That is where stewardship bg season becomes important.



Chapter Nine

Stewardship by 
Season

The rstq uietqonm aymp lenlke ytf ygqes teeom2 qhe 0/6./60/ 
lyqqesm ot toalkeW

Ihyq og ? ya mnq qhese peqA

Thyq ot y gyos uietqonmW d hnitehnkb ayp ce vysspom2 becqW 
d citomett ayp ce seciokbom2 vyth setesEetW d gyaokp ayp ce 
sevnEesom2 gsna y boxvikq teytnmW ,wlemtet ayp ce qnn ho2hW 
?mvnae ayp ce omvnmtotqemqW The lyqqesm ayp ayfe temteS ciq 
qhe vissemq seykoqp ayp mnq rq meyqkp omtobe oqW

Thyq bnet mnq aeym tqeGysbthol hyt gyokebW

?q aeymt tqeGysbthol aitq ce2om Ghese pni yvqiykkp yseW

’vsolqise meEes lsetemqt gyoqhgikmett yt tnaeqhom2 setesEeb nmkp 
gns obeyk vnmboqonmtW RnbDt lenlke Gykfeb qhsni2h teytnmt ng 
ycimbymveS tvysvoqpS seciokbom2S Gyoqom2S hysEetqS ewokeS seqismS 
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ymb semeGykW The lsomvolket ng tqeGysbthol seayomebS ciq qhe 
yllkovyqonm seuioseb Gotbna gns qhe teytnmW

jntelh 2oEet it nme ng qhe vkeysetq lovqiset ng qhot om Remetot 
gnsqpLnmeW

YhysynhDt bseya seEeykeb qhyq ,2plq Gnikb ewlesoemve teEem 
peyst ng ycimbymve gnkknGeb cp teEem peyst ng gyaomeW jntelh 
imbestqnnb qhyq qhe ycimbymq peyst Gese mnq nmkp gns emVnpL
aemqW Thep Gese yktn gns lselysyqonmW Hetnisvet seveoEeb om nme 
teytnm meebeb qn ce tqeGysbeb gns ymnqhesW

The bseya Gyt EoEobW ’eEem heykqhp vnGt Gese gnkknGeb cp teEem 
tovfkp vnGtW ’eEem gikk heybt ng 2syom Gese gnkknGeb cp teEem 
qhom heybt ng 2syomW jntelh imbestqnnb qhyq qhe bseyat vyssoeb 
qhe tyae aeymom2W ’eEem peyst ng ycimbymve Gese vnaom2S ymb 
teEem peyst ng gyaome Gnikb gnkknGW

jntelh bob mnq qseyq eEesp peys qhe tyaeW

Be imbestqnnb qhe teytnmW

The ycimbymq peyst seuioseb nme fomb ng tqeGysbtholW The 
gyaome peyst Gnikb seuiose ymnqhesW The tyae Rnb sikeb nEes 
cnqhS ciq gyoqhgikmett knnfeb boMesemq om eyvh teytnmW

Pisom2 ycimbymveS ,2plq meebeb setqsyomqW The 2syom vnikb 
mnq ykk ce vnmtiaeb cevyite qhe giqise Gnikb seuiose lsnL
EotonmW Pisom2 gyaomeS ,2plq meebeb botqsociqonmW Ihyq hyb 
ceem tqnseb om nme teytnm Gnikb titqyom koge om ymnqhesW
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jntelhDt Gotbna Gyt mnq nmkp qhyq he omqeslseqeb qhe bseyaW 
Be fmeG Ghyq nceboemve seuioseb ygqes qhe omqeslseqyqonmW Be 
ybEoteb Yhysynh qn yllnomq y Gote ymb botvesmom2 aym nEes 
,2plqS 2yqhes y rgqh ng qhe lsnbive bisom2 qhe teEem peyst ng 
ycimbymveS ymb tqnse 2syom imbes YhysynhDt yiqhnsoqp gns qhe 
peyst ng gyaomeW

The miaces ot mnq qhe ayom lnomq gns qhot vhylqesW

The Gotbna otW

jntelh sevn2mo:eb qhyq lsnEotonm om nme teytnm ayp vyssp seL
tlnmtocokoqp gns ymnqhesW dcimbymve Gyt mnq nmkp y to2m ng 
tivvettW ?q Gyt ym ytto2maemqW The hysEetq hyb qn ce seveoEeb 
Goqh qhe giqise om EoeGW

Thyq ot mnq hnG ycimbymve ot ykGypt seveoEebW

Ihem setnisvet omvseyteS lenlke ngqem geek lesaottonm qn ewL
lymbW d hnitehnkb ayp knntem oqt tlembom2 cevyite omvnae ot 
tqsnm2esW d citomett ayp omvseyte ncko2yqonmt cevyite seEemie 
ot 2snGom2W d gyaokp ayp ybb meG vnaaoqaemqt cevyite qhe 
lsetemq teytnm geekt teviseW

’nae ng qhnte bevotonmt ayp ce GoteW

’nae ayp toalkp ce qhe vosvke ewlymbom2W

jntelhDt tqnsp tknGt it bnGmW The ycimbymq peyst Gese seykW 
The 2syom Gyt seykW The omvseyte Gyt EotockeW Neq jntelh tyG qhyq 
ycimbymve vnikb mnq ce omqeslseqeb nmkp cp Ghyq Gyt hyllemL
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om2 om qhe lsetemqW The lsetemq hysEetq hyb qn ce tqeGysbeb om 
ko2hq ng y vnaom2 meebW

Thyq ot nme ng qhe uioeq qetqt ng ycimbymveW

’vysvoqp qetqt qsitq cevyite qhese bnet mnq teea qn ce emni2hW

dcimbymve qetqt qsitq cevyite qhese teeat qn ce anse qhym 
emni2hW

?m tvysvoqpS qhe qealqyqonm ot geysW

?m ycimbymveS qhe qealqyqonm ot gns2eqgikmettW

Onqh seuiose GotbnaW

jntelh bob mnq lymov bisom2 ycimbymveW Be lselysebW Be bob 
mnq hnysb gsna geysW Be tqnseb Goqh lislnteW Be bob mnq qseyq 
giqise meebt yt oay2omysp toalkp cevyite lsetemq lsnEotonm Gyt 
tqsnm2W

Yselysyqonm cevyae ym yvq ng tqeGysbtholW

The 2syom tqnseb om qhe ycimbymq peyst Gyt mnq GytqebW ?q Gyt 
mnq obkeW ?q Gyt mnq imiteb om qhe beeletq temteW ?q Gyt ceom2 
hekb gns oqt yllnomqeb lislnteW

Thyq tnimbt Eesp aivh kofe qhe rekbW

The vnsmest seayomeb cevyite Rnb hyb ytto2meb qhea y lisL
lnteW ?m ,2plqS qhe 2syom Gyt tqnseb cevyite qhe vnaom2 gyaome 
Gnikb seuiose lsnEotonmW ?m cnqh lovqisetS qhe tqeGysb setotqt 
qhe is2e qn vnmtiae eEespqhom2 yEyokycke om qhe lsetemqW
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’nae setnisvet yse hekb cevyite gyoqhgikmett seuioset qhea kyqL
esW

Thyq ot y vsoqovyk tqeGysbthol kettnmW

d teytnm ng ycimbymve seuioset GotbnaW d teytnm ng seciokbL
om2 seuioset GotbnaW d teytnm ng lsettise seuioset GotbnaW d 
teytnm ng nllnsqimoqp seuioset GotbnaW The lsomvolket bn mnq 
vhym2eS ciq qhe ealhytot ayp vhym2eW

d hnitehnkb vysspom2 ho2hLomqesetq becq ayp meeb qn bosevq 
anse ng oqt lsnqevqeb lnsqonm qnGysb becq sebivqonm gns y teyL
tnmW Thyq ayp ce qhe antq gyoqhgik ite ng qhe lsnqevqeb lnsqonm 
cevyite oq setqnset giqise ays2omW d gyaokp Goqh koqqke eaesL
2emvp tyEom2t ayp meeb qn gnvit nm ciokbom2 setesEetW d citomett 
nGmes ayp meeb qn tqsem2qhem qyw yvvnimqtS nlesyqom2 vythS ns 
lypsnkk setesEet cegnse ewlymbom2W

d hnitehnkb lselysom2 gns ybnlqonmS aebovyk meebtS ebivyL
qonmS y2om2 lysemqtS ns y ayVns qsymtoqonm ayp meeb qn ybVitq 
oqt shpqha gns y qoaeW Thnte ybVitqaemqt yse mnq y seVevqonm ng 
tqeGysbtholW Thep ayp ce tqeGysbthol yllkoeb hnmetqkpW

The lyqqesm 2oEet bosevqonmW

Iotbna yllkoet oq cp teytnmW

,vvketoytqet qhsee ce2omt Goqh y gyaokoys kome5 FThese ot ym nvvyL
tonm gns eEespqhom2S ymb y qoae gns eEesp yvqoEoqp imbes heyEemW7 
The lytty2e ot ngqem seyb bisom2 ayVns koge anaemqtS ciq qhe 
lsomvolke yktn seyvhet omqn tqeGysbtholW These ot y qoae qn ciokbW 
d qoae qn seciokbW d qoae qn tyEeW d qoae qn sebive becqW d qoae 
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qn tqsem2qhem setesEetW d qoae qn 2oEe anseW d qoae qn toalkogpW 
d qoae qn lselyse gns Ghyq ot vnaom2W

The Gote tqeGysb lypt yqqemqonm qn qhe teytnmW

Thot lsnqevqt qhe heysq gsna vnalysotnmW

1me gyaokp ayp ce om y teytnm ng seciokbom2 Ghoke ymnqhes ot om 
y teytnm ng yvvekesyqonmW 1me citomett ayp ce sevnEesom2 gsna 
y boxvikq peys Ghoke ymnqhes ot lselysom2 gns ewlymtonmW 1me 
hnitehnkb ayp ce ekoaomyqom2 becq Ghoke ymnqhes ot omvseytom2 
2emesntoqpW

9sna qhe niqtobeS nme ayp ylleys yheyb ymb qhe nqhes cehombW

Oiq tqeGysbthol ot mnq aeytiseb cp vnalysotnmW

?q ot aeytiseb cp gyoqhgikmettW

The uietqonm ot mnq Gheqhes pnis teytnm knnft kofe tnaenme 
ekteDtW The uietqonm ot Gheqhes pni yse tqeGysbom2 pnis teytnm 
hnmetqkp cegnse RnbW

Thot ot Ghp qhe 0/6./60/ lyqqesm thnikb ce imbestqnnb yt 
y qys2eq ymb y 2iobeS mnq y cisbemW The rstq qGemqp lesvemq 
tqokk selsetemqt qhe lsnqevqeb lnsqonmW The towqp lesvemq tqokk 
selsetemqt vnse setlnmtocokoqoetW The rmyk qGemqp lesvemq tqokk 
selsetemqt Cewocke koEom2W

’nae  teytnmt  seuiose  qealnsysp  ybVitqaemqt  tn  qhyq  qhe 
knm2Lqesa tqeGysbthol lyqqesm vym cevnae heykqhpW
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d hnitehnkb om selyos anbe ayp meeb qn sebive Cewocke koEom2 
ceknG qGemqp lesvemq gns y teytnmW d hnitehnkb Goqh ho2h becq 
ayp meeb qn bosevq anse qnGysb becq sebivqonmW d gyaokp Goqh 
imtqycke omvnae ayp meeb qn ciokb tqsnm2es setesEet cegnse 
ayfom2 nqhes knm2Lqesa lkymtW d citomett nGmes ayp meeb qn 
hnkb anse vyth omtobe qhe citomett cevyite lypsnkkS qywetS omEemL
qnspS ymb nlesyqom2 meebt seuiose tqycokoqpW

The gsyaeGnsf tesEet tqeGysbtholW

?q bnet mnq aytqes oqW

The gysaes om zeEoqovit momeqeem tqokk kegq qhe vnsmestS ciq mnq 
eEesp hysEetq Gyt obemqovykW Ieyqhes vhym2ebW ’nok vnmboqonmt 
vhym2ebW ’nae peyst Gese ycimbymqW 1qhes peyst Gese keymW The 
vnaaymb qn keyEe snna seayomebS ciq qhe ewlesoemve ng eyvh 
teytnm Gyt mnq qhe tyaeW

Thyq heklt it qhomf GotekpW

The 2nyk ot mnq qn gnsve eEesp hnitehnkb omqn qhe tyae lyveW The 
2nyk ot qn hekl eEesp hnitehnkb anEe qnGysb gyoqhgik nsbesW

The tyae ot qsie gns y citomettW d citomett qhyq hyt mn seL
tesEet thnikb mnq lseqemb oq ot seybp gns y22settoEe ewlymtonmW 
d citomett qhyq vymmnq vkeyskp telysyqe qywet gsna nlesyqom2 
vyth thnikb lyite ymb vseyqe nsbesW d citomett qhyq belembt nm 
qhe nGmesDt hnitehnkb yctnscom2 eEesp thnsqy2e meebt y vkeyses 
tptqeaW

Thyq ayp geek tknGW
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?q ayp geek kett ewvoqom2 qhym 2snGqhW

Oiq tqeybp tqeGysbthol ngqem lsnbivet heykqhoes gsioq qhym 
sitheb ewlymtonmW

YsnEesct qGemqpLnme typtS FYsevonit qseytise ymb nok yse om qhe 
bGekkom2 ng y Gote lestnmS ciq y gnnk vnmtiaet qheaW7 Thyq 
Eeste 2oEet toalke kym2iy2e qn qhe tyae obey Ge hyEe ceem qsyvL
om2W Iotbna lsetesEetW 9nkkp vnmtiaetW Iotbna lselysetW 9nkkp 
tlembt eEespqhom2 yEyokyckeW

The Gote hnitehnkb bnet mnq vnmtiae qhe Ghnke rekbW

The Gote citomett bnet mnq vnmtiae qhe Ghnke rekbW

The Gote tqeGysb keyEet snnaW

’nae teytnmt seuiose seciokbom2 qhyq snnaW

?g pni yse mnq vknte qn qhe lyqqesm peqS qhe rstq tqel ot mnq thyaeW 
The rstq tqel ot vkysoqpW znnf hnmetqkp yq qhe rekbW znnf yq Ghyq 
ot vissemqkp lsnqevqebW znnf yq Ghyq ot ceom2 vnmtiaebW znnf 
yq Ghyq hyt cevnae qnn kys2eW znnf yq Ghyq hyt ceem me2kevqebW

d hnitehnkb ayp botvnEes qhyq seuioseb ewlemtet hyEe 2snGm 
cepnmb Ghyq ot heykqhpW d citomett ayp botvnEes qhyq nlesyqom2 
vntqt yse qnn ho2hW d gyaokp ayp botvnEes qhyq Cewocke tlembom2 
hyt uioeqkp vnmtiaeb giqise 2nyktW dm nGmes ayp botvnEes qhyq 
qywet Gese meEes qsikp lsnqevqebW

Thnte botvnEesoet vym ce imvnagnsqyckeS ciq qhep yse yktn iteL
gikW
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’qeGysbthol ce2omt Ghem seykoqp ot csni2hq omqn qhe ko2hqW

1mve seykoqp ot EotockeS qhe mewq gyoqhgik tqel cevnaet vkeysesW 9ns 
tnaeS qhe mewq tqel ot sebivom2 Cewocke tlembom2W 9ns nqhestS 
oq ot ciokbom2 ym eaes2emvp setesEeW 9ns nqhestS oq ot vseyqom2 y 
qyw yvvnimqW 9ns nqhestS oq ot lypom2 bnGm becqW 9ns nqhestS oq ot 
setqnsom2 2emesntoqp qhyq hyt ceem vsnGbeb niqW

9yoqhgikmett itiykkp ce2omt Goqh nme vkeys tqelW

Jnq qemW

1meW

The lyqqesm 2oEet bosevqonmS ciq nceboemve hyllemt om qhe yvqiyk 
teytnm pni yse koEom2W

Thyq ot qsie gns hnitehnkbt ymb citomett nGmestW d gyaokp vymL
mnq tqeGysb ym oay2omysp omvnaeW dm nGmes vymmnq tqeGysb ym 
oay2omysp citomettW Rnb bnet mnq ytf it qn aymy2e Ghyq Ge 
Goth Gese qsieW Be ytft it qn ce gyoqhgik Goqh Ghyq hyt yvqiykkp 
ceem emqsitqebW

’qeGysbthol cp teytnm feelt qhe gsyaeGnsf gsna cevnaom2 
so2obW ?q feelt qhe heysq em2y2ebW ?q ykknGt qhe anbek qn tesEe qhe 
tqeGysb Goqhniq cevnaom2 qhe yiqhnsoqpW

’vsolqise seayomt qhe yiqhnsoqpW

The anbek seayomt y qnnkW

The teytnm seuioset GotbnaW
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1Ees qoaeS gyoqhgik teytnmyk bevotonmt ce2om qn yvviaikyqeW 
4ys2om ot setqnsebW Ysettise bevseytetW RoEom2 cevnaet anse 
vnmtotqemqW  ’yEom2t 2snGW Pecq bevkometW  Oitomett setesEet 
tqsem2qhemW The hnitehnkb 2yomt vkysoqpW The nGmes ce2omt qn 
ayfe bevotonmt gsna Gotbna syqhes qhym seyvqonmW

Thyq fomb ng lsn2sett ot sysekp bsyayqov yq rstqW

Oiq oq ot bisyckeW

dmb bisycke tqeGysbthol ayqqestW

The mewq vhylqes qismt anse bosevqkp qnGysb citomett nGmesL
tholW The tyae lsomvolket yllkpS ciq citomettet vyssp imouie 
setlnmtocokoqoetW HeEemieS lypsnkkS qywetS setesEetS nGmes vnaL
lemtyqonmS ymb hnitehnkb meebt vym cevnae qym2keb Goqhniq 
vkeys tqeGysbtholW

The citomett ot mnq telysyqe gsna qhe rekbW

?q ot lysq ng Ghyq Rnb hyt emqsitqebW

dmb oq aitq ce tqeGysbeb Goqh qhe tyae vyseW



Chapter Ten

Stewarding the 
Business

Business ownership has a way of revealing what a person be-
lieves about stewardship.

At ,rstm a business Pay begin with a siPple desire. Srovide for 
the faPily. cerve CustoPers well. Dreate soPething useful. Build 
opportunity. ko worO that has value.

xver tiPem the business often beCoPes Pore CoPpleR. Eev-
enue grows. qRpenses grow. qPployees are hired. qTuipPent 
is purChased. VaRes beCoPe larger. xpportunities appear. EisOs 
inCrease. Vhe owner begins Carrying pressure in Pore than one 
direCtion.

Vhe household depends on the business. qPployees depend 
on the business. DustoPers depend on the business. Wendors 
depend on the business. Vhe owner feels the weight of all of it.
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Vhat weight is real. cCripture does not PiniPi“e responsibility. 
But cCripture does help us plaCe responsibility under the right 
authority.

SsalP twenty-four saysm LVhe earth and everything in itm the 
world and its inhabitantsm belong to the ”ord.’ Vhat inCludes 
the household. Nt also inCludes the business. Vhe business Pay 
Carry your naPem your eYortm your ideasm and your saCri,Cem but 
it still belongs under HodMs ownership.

Vhis Can be easy to forget.

A business often Carries a deeply personal story. Vhe owner 
rePePbers the risOm the early Porningsm the late nightsm the 
unCertain seasonsm the hard deCisionsm the ,rst CustoPerm the 
,rst ePployeem the ,rst tiPe payroll felt heavym and the ,rst year 
the business ,nally seePed to gain traCtion.

Vhose PePories are real.

Vhe worO was real.

Vhe saCri,Ce was real.

2et SsalP twenty-four still stands over the business.

Vhe earth and everything in it belong to the ”ord.

Vhat truth does not dishonor the ownerMs worO. Nt plaCes the 
worO inside the larger reality of HodMs ownership. Vhe owner 
Pay buildm leadm deCidem risOm and Carry responsibilitym but the 
business rePains soPething entrusted.
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A business is a ,eld.

Vhe produCts Pay be diYerent. Vhe CustoPers Pay be diYerent. 
Vhe nuPbers Pay be larger. Vhe responsibilities Pay be Pore 
CoPpleR. But the stewardship prinCiples rePain the saPe.

Vhe ,eld belongs to Hod.

Vhe steward is responsible for faithfulness.

Fesus gives us language for this in ”uOe siRteen. Ue saysm LIho-
ever is faithful in very little is also faithful in PuChm and whoever 
is unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in PuCh.’

Fesus is teaChing about faithfulness with what has been entrust-
ed. Ue does not separate spiritual faithfulness froP Paterial re-
sponsibility. Uow we handle resourCes reveals soPething about 
the heart. cPall things train us for larger things. Uidden things 
reveal what Oind of stewards we are beCoPing.

”uOe siRteen does not allow us to treat Paterial responsibility 
as spiritually neutral. Fesus speaOs about Poneym trustm faithful-
nessm and what belongs to another. Uis words press stewardship 
into ordinary life. Uow a person handles what has been entrust-
ed reveals whether that person is ready to be trusted with Pore.

Vhis reaChes direCtly into business ownership.

Jany owners want Pore growth before they build better stew-
ardship. Jore revenue. Jore CustoPers. Jore opportunities. 
Jore sCale. Vhe assuPption is that better systePs Can CoPe 
later.
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”uOe siRteen points in a diYerent direCtion.

5aithfulness CoPes ,rst.

Jore does not Create faithfulness. Jore reveals whether faith-
fulness is already being praCtiCed.

Nf a business Cannot steward a sPall aPount of revenue with 
Claritym Pore revenue will usually Create Pore pressure. Nf taRes 
are not proteCted when the business is sPallm they often beCoPe 
a larger probleP when the business grows. Nf owner pay is un-
Clear earlym it usually beCoPes Pore Confusing later. Nf pro,t is 
not proteCtedm growth Can Tuietly ConsuPe it.

Jore revenue Pay inCrease the si“e of the ,eldm but it does not 
autoPatiCally proteCt the Corners.

A larger business Can still harvest to the edge.

Hrowth Can reveal wisdoP. Nt Can also reveal disorder. Nt Can re-
veal preparation. Nt Can also reveal a laCO of reserves. Nt Can reveal 
steady stewardship. Nt Can also reveal how PuCh the owner has 
been surviving by instinCt.

Vhis is  why business growth should be reCeived Carefully. 
Hrowth is not Perely opportunity. Nt is inCreased responsibility.

qvery new CustoPer is responsibility.

qvery ePployee is responsibility.

qvery ContraCt is responsibility.
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qvery dollar of revenue is responsibility.

qvery deCision aYeCts Pore than the owner.

A steward views growth diYerently beCause growth Peans Pore 
has been entrusted. Vhe Tuestion is not only whether the busi-
ness Can beCoPe larger. Vhe Tuestion is whether the business 
Can rePain faithful as responsibility inCreases.

Vhis is why a business owner Cannot treat every dollar as avail-
able. Eevenue Creates possibilitym but it also Carries responsibili-
ty. coPe of what CoPes in belongs to operations. coPe belongs 
to payroll. coPe belongs to taRes. coPe belongs to reserves. 
coPe belongs to pro,t. coPe belongs to owner CoPpensation. 
coPe Pay be direCted toward generositym debt reduCtionm future 
opportunitiesm or long-terP goals.

Vhose are not Perely aCCounting Categories.

Vhey are stewardship responsibilities.

Ihen those responsibilities are not separatedm pressure begins 
to build. Vhe owner Pay looO at the banO aCCount and assuPe 
Poney is availablem even though PuCh of it already has a pur-
pose. Sayroll is CoPing. VaRes are CoPing. Wendors Pust be 
paid. qTuipPent Pay need to be replaCed. Vhe household still 
needs inCoPe.

Iithout Claritym the business aCCount Can Create a false sense of 
freedoP.

Vhat is where Pany owners get into trouble.
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Vhey do not laCO eYort.

Vhey laCO order.

A business Can grow and still beCoPe fragile. Eevenue Can 
inCrease while pressure inCreases. cales Can rise while reserves 
rePain thin. Vhe business Can looO healthy froP the outside 
while the owner Onows the inside is tight.

Hrowth is not the saPe as stewardship.

A faithful business owner learns to give revenue an assignPent 
before pressure spends it.

xver the yearsm N have found that Post business owners bene,t 
froP three siPple stewardship Categories. Vhe naPes are less 
iPportant than the purpose.

Vhe ,rst Category is operating Cash. qvery business reTuires re-
sourCes to ful,ll its worO. Sayrollm vendorsm inventorym softwarem 
rentm eTuipPentm and day-to-day eRpenses belong here. Vhis is 
the portion that Oeeps the business funCtioning.

Vhe seCond Category is owner CoPpensation. A business should 
provide Clear CoPpensation to the owner 7ust as it would to any 
other role. Ihen owner pay rePains unClearm the household 
and the business often beCoPe tangled in unhealthy ways. Dlear 
CoPpensation Creates Clarity for both.

Vhe third Category is pro,t and taR. Sart of every dollar earned 
already has an assignPent. VaRes will CoPe due. 5uture oppor-
tunities will arise. ki8Cult seasons will eventually arrive. Sro,t 
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Creates Pargin. VaR reserves Create stability. Vogether they help 
proteCt the business froP beCoPing reaCtive.

Vhe eRaCt perCentages will vary by businessm industrym and sea-
son. Vhe prinCiple rePains the saPe.

Before revenue is ConsuPedm it should be assigned.

Vhat assignPent Creates visibility. Wisibility Creates Clarity. 
Dlarity helps the steward PaOe wiser deCisions.

Vhe saPe prinCiple we saw in the ,eld still applies here. Vhe 
farPer Onew that part of the harvest already had a purpose 
before it was gathered. Vhe business owner Pust learn to see 
revenue in the saPe way. Got every dollar belongs to the neRt 
eRpensem the neRt opportunitym or the neRt distribution.

coPe of it has already been assigned.

Vhis is where separation beCoPes iPportant.

Vhe household and the business are ConneCtedm but they are not 
the saPe ,eld. A household needs order. A business needs or-
der. Ihen the two are Constantly PiRed togetherm both beCoPe 
harder to steward.

Sersonal eRpenses begin 9owing through the business. Busi-
ness eRpenses begin shaping household deCisions. Vhe owner 
Pay taOe Poney when the household needs itm then leave the 
business short when obligations arrive. xver tiPem it beCoPes 
di8Cult to Onow whether the household is healthym whether the 
business is healthym or whether one is Tuietly Carrying the other.
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Dlear owner CoPpensation helps restore visibility.

Vhe business Can be evaluated honestly.

Vhe household Can be evaluated honestly.

Vhe owner Can PaOe deCisions with better inforPation and less 
ePotional pressure.

Vhis does not Pean every business needs the saPe aCCounts 
or the saPe struCture. A ContraCtorm a physiCianm a farPerm a 
Consultantm a retailerm and a PanufaCturer will not all Panage 
Cash in eRaCtly the saPe way. Vhe PeChaniCs Pay diYer.

Vhe prinCiple rePains the saPe.

Eevenue should be ordered before it is ConsuPed.

Vhat order proteCts the business froP beCoPing a larger version 
of a disordered household. Nt also proteCts the household froP 
beCoPing dependent on unClear business Cash.

Ihen business stewardship is healthym the owner Can begin to 
see the ,eld Clearly. xperating needs are visible. VaR obligations 
are visible. Sro,t is visible. xwner pay is visible. Eeserves are 
visible. xpportunities Can be evaluated with wisdoP instead of 
ePotion.

Dlarity does not rePove every Challengem but it Changes the way 
Challenges are handled.

A slow season is diYerent when reserves eRist. A taR deadline is 
diYerent when taRes have been proteCted. A growth opportuni-
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ty is diYerent when pro,t has not been ConsuPed. A household 
deCision is diYerent when owner pay is Clear.

Vhis Oind of stewardship Creates options. A healthy business Can 
serve CustoPers wellm ePploy people responsiblym support the 
ownerMs householdm Create generositym prepare for future needsm 
and PaOe wise investPents.

Vhose options rarely appear when every resourCe is iPPediately 
ConsuPed.

Vhe goal of business stewardship is not siPply to build a bigger 
business. Bigger is not always healthier. 5aster is not always 
wiser. Jore revenue is not always Pore Pargin.

Vhe goal is faithfulness.

FesusM words in ”uOe siRteen bring us baCO to that point. 5aith-
fulness in little and faithfulness in PuCh are ConneCted. Vhe 
owner who wants to steward Pore Pust learn to steward what 
has already been entrusted.

Vhat begins with honesty.

Ihat has Hod entrusted to this businessD

Ihat obligations already belong to the revenueD

Ihat needs to be proteCted before anything is distributedD

Ihere has growth Created pressure instead of ParginD
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Ihere has the household been depending on the business in 
unhealthy waysD

Ihere does the business need Clearer orderD

Vhese are not Tuestions of shaPe. Vhey are Tuestions of stew-
ardship.

A business is a ,eld.

Vhe owner is a steward.

Vhe harvest has purpose.

Ihen a business is ordered under HodMs ownershipm it beCoPes 
Pore than a sourCe of inCoPe. Nt beCoPes a plaCe of serviCem re-
sponsibilitym provisionm generositym and long-terP stewardship.

Vhat Oind of business does not happen by aCCident.

Nt reTuires rhythPs.

Vhe owner needs regular PoPents to step baCOm looO at the ,eldm 
review what has been entrustedm and PaOe ad7ustPents before 
pressure taOes over.

Vhat is where we turn neRt.



Chapter Eleven

Stewardship 
Rhythms

Most stewardship drift happens slowly.

A household does not usually lose margin in a single decision. 
A business does not usually become reactive in one afternoon. 
Giving rarely becomes inconsistent all at once. Savings are often 
neglected one month at a time. Expenses expand quietly. Prior-
ities become less clear. Pressure grows until the steward znally 
realiTes the zeld has not been reviewed in a long time.

God understands our tendency to forget.

Lhat is one reason Scripture is zlled with rhythms of remem-
brance. Hong before God gave ,is people budgetsk plansk or 
systemsk ,e gave them rhythms.

Lhe Sabbath came every weeW.
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'or six days GodBs people worWed. Lhey planted. Ouilt. Man-
aged.  Produced.  Prepared.  Lhen on the seventh day they 
stopped.

Lhe Sabbath was more than rest.

Yt was remembrance.

Every Sabbath reminded GodBs people that they were not the 
source of their provision. Lhe zelds continued because God 
sustained them. Lhe harvest came because God provided it. Hife 
itself remained in ,is hands.

Lhe Sabbath created margin in time.

Cne day out of seven remained protected.

RorW was importantk but worW was not ultimate. Production 
matteredk but provision ultimately came from God.

Lhe rhythm taught trust.

Lhe feasts served a similar purpose.

Passover returned every year. Cther feasts returned every year. 
'amilies gathered around tables and told the story again. Vhil-
dren asWed questions. Parents remembered GodBs faithfulness. 
Entire generations were formed through recurring acts of re-
membrance.

God did not leave remembrance to chance.

,e built it into the calendar.
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Again and againk GodBs people returned to the same truths. ,e 
delivered. ,e provided. ,e remained faithful.

'irstfruits and tithes carried that same purpose. Each harvest 
created another opportunity to remember. Each ojering re-
minded the steward that provision had a source. Lhe practices 
were dijerentk but the pattern was consistent.

Demember.

Deturn.

Lrust.

Lhese rhythms were not empty religious activity. Lhey protect-
ed GodBs people from forgetting who owned the zeld.

3oshua chapter four gives us one of the clearest pictures.

Ysrael had ?ust crossed the 3ordan Diver. Lhe generation stand-
ing on the other side Wnew the story of Egypt. Lhey Wnew the 
story of the wilderness. Lhey Wnew the promises God had made. 
1et God instructed 3oshua to do something unusual.

Lwelve stones were taWen from the middle of the river and car-
ried to the place where the people would camp.

Lhe stones were ordinary.

Lhere was nothing impressive about them.

Lhey were not valuable because of what they were.

Lhey were valuable because of what they remembered.
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3oshua explained that the stones would become a sign for future 
generations. Cne day a child would asW a question.

Rhat do these stones mean5

Lhe question would create an opportunity to tell the story.

Lhe river had stopped.

God had made a way.

Lhe people had crossed.

Lhe stones helped preserve the memory.

Lhe memorial was never for God.

Yt was for ,is people.

God Wnew future generations would need reminders. Lhey 
would need visible evidence that ,e had been faithful before. 
Lhe stones created a rhythm of remembrance that could be 
returned to again and again.

Stewardship requires the same Wind of remembrance.

Most people do not waWe up one morning and decide to aban-
don wise stewardship. Irift is usually much quieter than that. 
Lhe urgent crowds out the important. Pressure consumes at-
tention. Hife becomes busy. Lhe zeld is still therek but fewer 
people are walWing it.

Cver timek stewardship becomes reactive rather than intention-
al.
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3oshuaBs stones remind us that remembering is not automatic.

Yt must be practiced.

Lhe same principle appears throughout Scripture.

Lhe Sabbath reminded GodBs people that provision ultimately 
came from God. Lhe annual feasts reminded them of deliver-
ancek provisionk and covenant. 'irstfruits reminded them who 
provided the harvest. Lhe tithe reminded them that everything 
belonged to God.

Lhese practices were not empty rituals.

Lhey were reminders.

God was building remembrance into the life of ,is people be-
cause remembrance protects faithfulness.

Lhe same remains true today.

A household may sincerely desire to live with margin. A busi-
ness owner may sincerely desire to steward resources wisely. 
Good intentions are importantk but intentions alone rarely 
protect the corners of the zeld.

Dhythm turns intention into practice.

Every steward needs regular moments to step bacW and looW at 
the zeld.

Rhat has God entrusted5

Rhat has been protected5
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Rhat has been consumed5

Rhat requires attention5

Rhat needs to be ad?usted before pressure taWes over5

Lhe exact rhythm may dijer from one household or business to 
anotherk but the principle remains the same.

Lhe zeld must be revisited.

A weeWly rhythm is often the simplest place to begin.

A household may review upcoming expensesk recent decisionsk 
givingk savingsk and any responsibilities that require attention. 
A business owner may review cash 8owk payrollk commitmentsk 
reservesk and operating needs.

Lhe purpose is not complexity.

Lhe purpose is attention.

A farmer who walWs the zeld regularly notices things early. Small 
ad?ustments made consistently often prevent larger problems 
later. Lhe same principle applies to stewardship.

A monthly rhythm provides a wider view.

Patterns begin to emerge. A steward can see whether the pro-
tected portion is actually being protected. Spending patterns 
become clearer. Givingk savingk reservesk debt reductionk and 
8exibility can be reviewed honestly.

Lhe goal is not guilt.
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Lhe goal is clarity.

A quarterly rhythm creates room for larger questions.

Ys margin increasing or decreasing5

Are the corners still protected5

Ys the household becoming healthier5

Ys the business becoming stronger5

Are future needs being anticipated5

Ys growth creating stewardship or merely creating complexity5

Lhese questions help the steward lift their eyes beyond the im-
mediate pressures of the moment.

An annual rhythm may be the most formative of all.

Lhroughout Scripturek GodBs people regularly returned to the 
story. Lhey remembered deliverance. Lhey remembered provi-
sion. Lhey remembered GodBs faithfulness across generations.

A steward should do the same.

Cnce each yeark it is worth looWing bacW across the zeld and 
asWing what God has entrustedk how ,e has providedk where 
stewardship has maturedk where drift has appearedk and what 
the next season may require.

Lhis review should include znancesk but it should not stop 
there.
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Lhe zeld is larger than money.

Delationships are part of the zeld.

Lime is part of the zeld.

,ealth is part of the zeld.

RorW is part of the zeld.

Cpportunities are part of the zeld.

Generosity is part of the zeld.

Hegacy is part of the zeld.

God asWs us to steward all that ,e entrusts.

Lhis is why stewardship rhythms should feel less liWe znancial 
maintenance and more liWe faithful attention.

A farmer who walWs the zeld is not worshiping the zeld. ,e is 
caring for what has been entrusted to him. A business owner 
who reviews znancial reports is not worshiping numbers. A 
household that reviews its resources is not worshiping money.

Lhey are paying attention.

Attention is part of stewardship.

3esusB words in HuWe sixteen continue to guide us here. 'aith-
fulness with little things is rarely dramatic. Yt is built through 
ordinary decisions repeated over time. Small acts of attention 
shape larger patterns of stewardship.
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Rithout rhythmk urgency usually wins.

Lhe loudest need receives attention.

Lhe most immediate pressure drives the decision.

Hong-term stewardship gets pushed aside until the conse-
quences become diAcult to ignore.

Dhythm gives the steward another way to live.

Yt creates space to remember.

Yt creates space to review.

Yt creates space to listen.

Yt creates space to ad?ust.

Yt creates space to pray for wisdom before maWing decisions.

Many stewardship decisions require more than calculation.

Lhey require discernment.

A household must asW what is possiblek but also what is faithful.

A business owner must asW what can be donek but also what 
should be done.

Lhose questions require attention.

Lhey require margin.

Lhey require regular rhythms of remembrance.
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A stewardship rhythm does not need to be impressive.

Yt needs to be consistent.

Lhe farmer does not walW the zeld to create a show. ,e walWs 
the zeld because he is responsible for its care.

Lhe steward does the same.

Cver timek these rhythms create stability. Problems are noticed 
earlier. Cpportunities are recogniTed sooner. Giving becomes 
more intentional. Savings become more consistent. Iecisions 
become clearer. Lhe steward begins to respond from wisdom 
rather than reaction.

Lhe result is not control.

Lhe result is faithfulness.

A steward with rhythm is not pretending to Wnow the future. 
Lhe steward is simply paying attention to what God has placed 
in front of them.

Lhat Wind of attention shapes a life.

Yt also begins to shape what comes after us.

Stewardship has always extended beyond the present moment.

Lhe way we care for what God has entrusted today will in-
8uence the peoplek familiesk businessesk and communities con-
nected to us tomorrow.

Lhat is where legacy begins.



Chapter Twelve

Living Your Legacy

Every ledn evetuacddy hgctse. gctn.T

fge mcrwer ogp idctu. upncy obdd tpu uetn uge ledn mpreverT fge 
-a.bte.. poter ogp -abdu uge hpwicty obdd tpu decn bu mprevP
erT Lcretu. evetuacddy -ehpwe srctnicretu.T qecner. evetuacddy 
.uei c.bneT Every .ueocrn rechge. c ipbtu ogere uge ,ae.ubpt b. 
tp dptser .bwidy ogcu gc. -eet -abduM -au ogcu obdd rewcbtT

kp.u iepide tcuarcddy ugbtS c-pau deschy bt uerw. pm ogcu ugey 
obdd decve -egbtnT

Ihrbiuare pmuet -esbt. .pweogere neeierT

Ou -esbt. obug ogcu b. -ebts ic..en ptT

xte pm uge hdecre.u eDcwide. ciiecr. bt Aeauerptpwy hgciuer 
.bDT

O.rced .uppn pt uge ense pm uge Lrpwb.en qctnT V teo setercP
ubpt oc. ireicrbts up etuer c dctn ugey gcn tever StpotT kp.e. 
atner.uppn ugcu ugey oere c-pau up rehebve gpa.e. ugey nbn tpu 
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-abdnM vbteycrn. ugey nbn tpu idctuM ctn ledn. ugey gcn tpu 
hadubvcuenT fgey opadn eDierbethe irpvb.bpt atdbSe ctyugbts 
ugebr icretu. gcn Stpot narbts uge obdnerte.. yecr.T

kp.e. cd.p atner.uppn c nctserT Lrp.ierbuy hct hca.e iepide up 
mprseuT fgcu b. ogy gb. bt.urahubpt -esbt. ogere bu npe.T

”fge.e oprn. ugcu O cw sbvbts ypa upncy cre up -e bt ypar gecruT 
Ceiecu ugew up ypar hgbdnretT fcdS c-pau ugew oget ypa .bu 
bt ypar gpa.e ctn oget ypa ocdS cdpts uge rpcnM oget ypa dbe 
npot ctn oget ypa seu aiTB

'empre kp.e. .iecS. c-pau ire.ervbts dctnM ge .iecS. c-pau 
ire.ervbts uraugT 'empre ge .iecS. c-pau btgerbuctheM ge .iecS. 
c-pau mprwcubptT 'empre ge .iecS. c-pau ogcu uge iepide obdd 
ip..e..M ge .iecS. c-pau ogp ugey wa.u -ehpweT

fge lr.u deschy b. tpu ogcu oe decve -egbtnT Ou b. ogcu oe ic.. 
ptT

fge bt.urahubpt b. rewcrSc-dy prnbtcryT fcdS c-pau YpnH. mcbugP
madte.. crpatn uge uc-deT fcdS c-pau bu ogbde ocdSbts cdpts uge 
rpcnT fcdS c-pau bu cu uge -esbttbts pm uge ncy ctn cu uge etn pm 
uge ncyT 'abdn rewew-rcthe btup prnbtcry dbmeT

kp.e. atner.uppn ugcu mauare setercubpt. opadn tpu -e .gcien 
-y phhc.bptcd wpwetu. cdpteT fgey opadn -e .gcien -y reP
iecuen hptver.cubpt.M reiecuen .uprbe.M ctn reiecuen rewbtner. 
pm YpnH. mcbugmadte..T

fge .cwe rewcbt. urae upncyT
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Iueocrn.gbi b. decrten dpts -empre bu b. btgerbuenT 1gbdnret decrt 
.ueocrn.gbi -y ocuhgbts gpo re.parhe. cre gctndenT Ewidpyee. 
decrt .ueocrn.gbi -y ocuhgbts gpo decner. hcrry re.ipt.b-bdbuyT 
Wauare decner. decrt .ueocrn.gbi -y ocuhgbts gpo nehb.bpt. cre 
wcne narbts nbzhadu .ec.pt.T

Lepide cre cdocy. decrtbts mrpw uge ledn oe cre uetnbtsT

L.cdw .evetuyPebsgu hcrrbe. ugb. .cwe ugewe mprocrnT fge 
i.cdwb.u orbue. ugcu YpnH. iepide .gpadn tpu gbne 2b. oprS. 
mrpw uge teDu setercubpt -au .gpadn uedd pm 2b. ipoerM 2b. 
optner.M ctn 2b. mcbugmadte..T fge iarip.e oc. tpu weredy up 
ire.erve btmprwcubptT fge iarip.e oc. mprwcubptT

xte setercubpt uedd. uge .upryT fge teDu setercubpt decrt. up 
ura.uT fget ugey uedd uge .upry cscbtT

Iueocrn.gbi gc. cdocy. oprSen ugb. ocyT Wcbugmadte.. b. ic..en 
mprocrnT 4b.npw b. ic..en mprocrnT Ce.ipt.b-bdbuy b. ic..en 
mprocrnT fra.u b. ic..en mprocrnT

fgb. b. ogy deschy hcttpu -e renahen up c..eu.T

V..eu. wcuuerT qctn wcuuer.T 'a.bte..e. wcuuerT Icvbts. wcuuerT 
V oeddPprneren e.ucue hct -ehpwe c -de..bts up mauare setercP
ubpt.T Ihrbiuare tever nb.wb..e. ugp.e recdbube.T 4b.e idcttbts 
ctn mcbugmad ireicrcubpt hct -ehpwe chu. pm dpve mpr uge iepide 
ogp mpddpo a.T

Ueu Ihrbiuare hpt.b.uetudy ipbtu. upocrn .pweugbts neeierT
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V ltcthbcd btgerbucthe obugpau ob.npw b. mrcsbdeT V -a.bte.. 
obugpau .ueocrn.gbi b. mrcsbdeT Ce.parhe. obugpau hgcrchuer cre 
mrcsbdeT fge srecue.u urct.mer b. tpu weredy oecdugT Ou b. mcbugmadP
te..T

fgb. b. ogere .ueocrn.gbi ctn deschy -ehpwe bt.eicrc-deT

Everyugbts oe gcve eDidpren bt ugb. -ppS ipbtu. upocrn ugb. reP
cdbuyT fge hprter. pm uge lednT fge irpuehuen iprubptT Wbr.umrabu.T 
fge ubugeT 1ede-rcubptT 1pwic..bptT xrnerT kcrsbtT 'a.bte.. 
.ueocrn.gbiT Cewew-rctheT

fge.e irchubhe. np wpre ugct prsctb5e re.parhe.T

fgey .gcie iepideT

V hgbdn ogp ocuhge. seterp.buy irchubhen hpt.b.uetudy decrt. 
.pweugbts c-pau ura.uT V .pt pr ncasguer ogp .ee. wcrsbt irpP
uehuen decrt. .pweugbts c-pau icubetheT Ewidpyee. ogp oprS 
bt.bne c oeddP.ueocrnen -a.bte.. decrt .pweugbts c-pau re.iptP
.b-bdbuyT 1pwwatbube. .erven -y mcbugmad iepide eDierbethe uge 
mrabu pm .ueocrn.gbi evet bm ugey tever a.e ugcu oprnT

qeschy b. pmuet mprwbts dpts -empre bu -ehpwe. vb.b-deT

fge cip.ude Lcad sbve. a. c ipoermad ibhuare bt Iehptn fbwpugy 
hgciuer uopT

”4gcu ypa gcve gecrn mrpw we bt uge ire.ethe pm wcty obuP
te..e.M hpwwbu up mcbugmad iepide ogp obdd -e c-de up uechg 
puger. cd.pTB
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Wpar setercubpt. ciiecr bt c .btsde ver.eT Lcad uechge. fbwpugyT 
fbwpugy uechge. mcbugmad iepideT Wcbugmad iepide uechg puger.T 
fge oprS hptubtae. -ehca.e .ueocrn.gbi hptubtae.T

fge .cwe irbthbide ciidbe. mcr -eyptn uechgbtsT Every .ueocrn b. 
ic..bts .pweugbts mprocrnT fge ,ae.ubpt b. ogeuger bu b. -ebts 
ic..en btuetubptcddyT

kcty iepide .ietn yecr. chhawadcubts re.parhe. obugpau 
ireicrbts ctypte up .ueocrn ugewT xuger. .ietn yecr. nevedP
pibts .ueocrn.T fge .ehptn sbmu b. a.acddy uge srecuer pteT

fgb. npe. tpu wcSe ltcthbcd idcttbts atbwipructuT Lrpver-. 
.cy. ugcu c sppn ier.pt decve. ct btgerbucthe up srctnhgbdnretT 
4b.e idcttbts wcuuer.T fgpasgumad ireicrcubpt wcuuer.T qecvP
bts re.parhe. bt sppn prner hct -ehpwe ct chu pm dpve upocrn 
mauare setercubpt.T

Ueu Lrpver-. hpt.b.uetudy urecu. ob.npw c. c srecuer urec.are 
ugct .bdver pr spdnT

fge btgerbucthe wcuuer.T

fge c-bdbuy up .ueocrn uge btgerbucthe wcuuer. evet wpreT

fgb. -rbts. a. -chS up uge lednT

fge mcrwer atner.uppn ugcu ge oc. tpu weredy scugerbts c 
gcrve.uT 2e oc. hcrbts mpr dctn ugcu opadn hptubtae irpnahbts 
cmuer gbwT fge .ueocrn ugbtS. nb6eretudy -ehca.e uge .ueocrn 
atner.uctn. ugcu poter.gbi adubwcuedy -edpts. up YpnT

4e wctcse ogcu gc. -eet etura.uenT
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Ypn pot. ogcu gc. -eet etura.uenT

fgcu ier.iehubve hgctse. uge ocy oe ugbtS c-pau .ahhe..T

Iahhe.. b. tpu weredy chhawadcubts wpreT Iahhe.. b. decvbts uge 
ledn gecdugber ugct oe mpatn buT Iahhe.. b. gedibts puger. decrt 
up .ueocrn oeddT Iahhe.. b. ireicrbts mauare setercubpt. up hcrry 
re.ipt.b-bdbuy mcbugmaddyT Iahhe.. b. hrecubts hcichbuy mpr mauare 
mcbugmadte..T

7e.a. uedd. c .bwbdcr .upry bt kcuugeo hgciuer uoetuyPlveT

Iervctu. rehebve re.parhe. mrpw ugebr wc.uerT fbwe ic..e.T fge 
wc.uer reuart. ctn c.S. mpr ct chhpatuT

fge mpha. b. tpu poter.gbiT

fge mpha. b. .ueocrn.gbiT

Everyugbts bt uge .upry -edpts. up uge wc.uerT fge .ervctu. 
ip..e.. re.ipt.b-bdbuyM -au ugey np tpu ip..e.. poter.gbiT 4gcu 
gc. -eet etura.uen wa.u evetuacddy -e chhpatuen mprT

fgcu ugewe gc. -eet ire.etu mrpw uge -esbttbts pm ugb. -ppST

fge ledn -edpts. up YpnT

fge gcrve.u -edpts. up YpnT

fge bthrec.e -edpts. up YpnT

fge piipruatbube. -edpts up YpnT

fge .ueocrn b. etura.uen obug re.ipt.b-bdbuy mpr c .ec.ptT
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fget hpwe. uge ,ae.ubptT

4gcu oc. npte obug ogcu gcn -eet etura.uen@

fge .ervctu. bt kcuugeo uoetuyPlve oere tpu evcdacuen -y 
ogcu ugey potenT fgey oere evcdacuen -y ogcu ugey nbn obug 
ogcu ugey rehebvenT fgey oere evcdacuen -y ugebr mcbugmadte.. 
obug ogcu -edptsen up .pwepte ed.eT

fgcu nb.ubthubpt hgctse. uge ocy oe ugbtS c-pau deschyT

qeschy b. tpu wec.aren ptdy -y ogcu rewcbt. cmuer oe cre spteT 
qeschy b. wec.aren -y gpo mcbugmaddy oe .ueocrnen ogcu -eP
dptsen up Ypn ogbde oe oere gereT

fge mcbugmad .ervctu b. rewew-eren -ehca.e ge irpven ura.uP
oprugy obug ogcu ge rehebvenT

fgcu ,ae.ubpt evetuacddy hpwe. up every .ueocrnT

Gpu ptdy cu uge etn pm dbmeM -au ugrpasgpau dbmeT

4gcu cw O npbts obug ogcu Ypn gc. etura.uen@

Vw O hpt.awbts bu@

Vw O irpuehubts bu@

Vw O nevedpibts bu@

Vw O ic..bts bu pt@

qeschy b. .gcien -y ugp.e ,ae.ubpt.T
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fge ct.oer. cre rcredy mpatn bt c .btsde nehb.bptT qeschy b. 
a.acddy -abdu ugrpasg prnbtcry chu. pm mcbugmadte.. reiecuen pver 
wcty yecr.T V hptver.cubpt crpatn c uc-deT V .ueocrn.gbi de..pt 
.gcren obug c hgbdnT V -a.bte.. nehb.bpt wcne obug btuesrbuyT 
V seterpa. sbmuT V nbzhadu .ec.pt gctnden mcbugmaddyT V mauare 
decner nevedpien icubetudyT V re.ipt.b-bdbuy hcrrben oeddT

fge.e wpwetu. rcredy .eew .bstblhctu oget ugey gciietT

xver ubweM ugey -ehpwe c dbmeT

Vtn ugcu dbme -ehpwe. c deschyT

fgb. b. ogy uge spcd pm .ueocrn.gbi b. tpu adubwcuedy ltcthbcd 
mreenpwT

Ou b. mcbugmadte..T

kcrsbt wcy -e c -de..bts ugcu hpwe. mrpw mcbugmad .ueocrn.gbiT 
V gecdugy -a.bte.. wcy -e c -de..bts ugcu hpwe. mrpw mcbugmad 
.ueocrn.gbiT Wbtcthbcd .uc-bdbuy wcy -e c -de..bts ugcu hpwe. 
mrpw mcbugmad .ueocrn.gbiT

'au mcbugmadte.. rewcbt. uge spcdT

fge .ueocrn ogp atner.uctn. ugb. -esbt. up .ee re.parhe. nbmP
meretudyT Ce.parhe. -ehpwe uppd. rcuger ugct urpigbe.T xiiprP
uatbube. -ehpwe re.ipt.b-bdbube. rcuger ugct ip..e..bpt.T Iahhe.. 
-ehpwe. .ueocrn.gbi rcuger ugct chhawadcubptT fge ledn -eP
hpwe. .pweugbts up hcre mpr rcuger ugct .pweugbts up hpt.aweT

Every ledn evetuacddy hgctse. gctn.T
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Every .ueocrn evetuacddy ic..e. .pweugbts mprocrnT

fge ,ae.ubpt b. tpu ogeuger oe obdd decve c deschyT

fge ,ae.ubpt b. ogcu Sbtn pm deschy oe cre hrecubts upncyT

Vtn uge ct.oer b. -ebts mprwen ugrpasg prnbtcry chu. pm mcbugP
madte..M pte .ec.pt cu c ubweT



Conclusion
The Freedom of Living with Margin

When we began, we stood at the edge of a le.dA

p farmer was krekaring to gather a harvestA The wory had been 
doneA The le.d was readYA The krovision was visib.eA Get before 
the harvest was gathered, uod instrc-ted him to .eave the -orE
nersA

pt lrst, that instrc-tion seems cncsca.A HverY row he.d va.ceA 
HverY bcnd.e matteredA HverY -orner -oc.d have been harvestedA 
Get uod tacght 'is keok.e that not everYthing avai.ab.e was 
meant to be -onscmedA p kortion was to remainA p kortion was 
to be krote-tedA p kortion had a.readY been assigned a kcrkoseA

That image has gcided this booy be-acse it revea.s something 
essentia. aboct stewardshikA

The -orners were not emktY ska-eA TheY were kcrkosefc. ska-eA 
TheY reminded uodIs keok.e that the le.d did not c.timate.Y 
be.ong to themA The harvest did not c.timate.Y be.ong to themA 
The in-rease did not c.timate.Y be.ong to themA
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HverYthing be.onged to uodA

That trcth has been the focndation beneath everY -hakterA 
Btewardshik begins with ownershikA qefore we thiny aboct givE
ing, saving, skending, investing, k.anning, bci.ding, or .eaving a 
.ega-Y, we mcst lrst answer a more fcndamenta. ?cestionA

Who owns the le.d“

B-riktcre answers that ?cestion -.ear.YA

”The earth and everYthing in it, the wor.d and its inhabitants, 
be.ong to the LordAO

The stewardIs .ife begins when that trcth moves from informaE
tion to -onvi-tionA

When we be.ieve we are owners, resocr-es be-ome something 
to -ontro.A Bc--ess be-omes something to a--cmc.ateA Margin 
often fee.s cnne-essarY be-acse everY okkortcnitY akkears to 
be.ong to csA

When we cnderstand that we are stewards, everYthing -hangesA

1esocr-es be-ome something entrcstedA

Ckkortcnities be-ome reskonsibi.itiesA

Bc--ess be-omes faithfc.nessA

The fctcre be-omes something we krekare for rather than 
something we attemkt to -ontro.A

That shift is scbt.e, bct it -hanges the waY a kerson .ivesA
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Throcghoct B-riktcre, uod rekeated.Y tacght 'is keok.e to 
.ive from that kerske-tiveA The -orners of the le.d remainedA 
Firstfrcits were set akartA The tithe -reated a rhYthm of rememE
bran-eA Worshik, -e.ebration, -omkassion, and fctcre krovision 
were a.. woven into the stewardshik kra-ti-es of uodIs keok.eA

Tayen together, these kra-ti-es tacght a simk.e .essonA

2o not -onscme the who.e le.dA

Leave roomA

Leave room to worshikA

Leave room to rememberA

Leave room to -e.ebrateA

Leave room to giveA

Leave room to krekareA

Leave room to reskond when uod k.a-es an okkortcnitY or a 
need in front of YocA

Margin is not mere.Y a lnan-ia. -on-ektA

Vt is a stewardshik kostcreA

Vt is the re-ognition that not everYthing entrcsted to cs is meant 
to be immediate.Y -onscmedA

That krin-ik.e akk.ies far beYond moneYA Vt akk.ies to time, 
energY, re.ationshiks, inPcen-e, .eadershik, and okkortcnitYA p 
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.ife with no room eventca..Y be-omes rea-tiveA p hocseho.d 
with no room eventca..Y fee.s kresscreA p bcsiness with no 
room eventca..Y be-omes fragi.eA

uodIs design -onsistent.Y koints in another dire-tionA

jrote-t the kortionA

Leave the -ornersA

1emember the socr-eA

ps this booy -omes to a -.ose, 3escs brings cs to one lna. stewE
ardshik ki-tcreA

Vn Matthew -hakter twentYElve, a master entrcsts resocr-es 
to his servants before .eaving on a 5ocrneYA Time kassesA The 
servants maye de-isionsA Ckkortcnities ariseA 1eskonsibi.itY is 
-arriedA Then the master retcrns and asys for an a--ocntA

The storY is not krimari.Y aboct moneYA

Vt is aboct stewardshikA

The servants are not eva.cated bY what theY ownA Rothing in 
the storY be.ongs to themA HverYthing has been entrcsted bY the 
masterA The ?cestion is not what theY kossessedA The ?cestion 
is what theY did with what theY re-eivedA

That is the ?cestion that e-hoes throcgh the entire booyA

What am V doing with what uod has entrcsted“

What am V doing with mY hocseho.d“
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What am V doing with mY wory“

What am V doing with mY resocr-es“

What am V doing with mY inPcen-e“

What am V doing with the okkortcnities uod has k.a-ed in front 
of me“

These are not ?cestions reserved for the end of .ifeA TheY are 
stewardshik ?cestions for todaYA

The faithfc. servants in Matthew twentYElve were not -omE
mended be-acse theY a--cmc.ated the mostA TheY were -omE
mended be-acse theY kroved trcstworthYA TheY re-eived reE
skonsibi.itY and reskonded with faithfc.nessA

That is the goa. of stewardshikA

Rot a--cmc.ationA

Rot -omkarisonA

Rot akkearan-esA

Faithfc.nessA

Faithfc.ness in abcndan-eA

Faithfc.ness in s-ar-itYA

Faithfc.ness dcring growthA

Faithfc.ness dcring rebci.dingA
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Faithfc.ness in kcb.i-A

Faithfc.ness in krivateA

Faithfc.ness over a .ifetimeA

Most a-ts of stewardshik seem sma.. when theY hakkenA p -onE
versation arocnd a tab.eA p generocs giftA p debt redc-edA p 
wise bcsiness de-isionA p -hi.d being tacghtA p di>-c.t season 
hand.ed with integritYA p regc.ar rhYthm of remembran-eA p 
kortion krote-ted before the rest is -onscmedA

These moments rare.Y fee. signil-ant in iso.ationA

Cver time, theY shake a .ifeA

Then theY shake a fami.YA

Then theY shake a bcsinessA

Then theY shake a .ega-YA

This is whY the goa. of stewardshik is not c.timate.Y lnan-ia. 
freedomA

Finan-ia. freedom -an be a b.essingA

p hea.thY bcsiness -an be a b.essingA

Margin -an be a b.essingA

qct those things are not the destinationA

Faithfc.ness is the destinationA
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The steward who cnderstands this begins to see the le.d difE
ferent.YA The ?cestion is no .onger, ”'ow mc-h -an V gather“O 
The ?cestion be-omes, ”'ow -an V steward this we..“O

That ?cestion -hanges the waY we maye de-isionsA Vt -hanges 
the waY we view sc--essA Vt -hanges the waY we thiny aboct the 
fctcreA Vt -hanges the waY we re.ate to what has been entrcstedA

Hventca..Y, everY steward .eaves the le.dA

The farmerIs wory kasses to another generationA qcsinesses 
-hange handsA Uhi.dren be-ome karentsA Leaders stek asideA 
Beasons endA

The le.d remainsA

pnd uod remainsA

The le.d be.onged to 'im before we arrivedA

Vt wi.. be.ong to 'im after we .eaveA

Ccr krivi.ege is to steward it faithfc..Y whi.e it has been entrcstE
ed to ocr -areA

Bo .eave the -ornersA

jrote-t the kortionA

1emember the jroviderA

Wa.y faithfc..Y in Yocr seasonA
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pnd when Yocr time in the le.d is -omk.ete, maY those who 
fo..ow lnd eviden-e that a faithfc. steward was hereA

The le.d be.ongs to uodA

Vt a.waYs hasA

Vt a.waYs wi..A


