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Introduction

A Steward at the Edge of the Field

A farmer stands at the edge of a field.

The harvest is ready. Months of work have led to this moment.
The seed was planted. The ground was prepared. The weather
was watched. The waiting was endured. Now the field is pro-

ducing what it was intended to produce.

This is the moment the farmer has worked toward. The provi-
sion is visible. Every row represents time, effort, risk, and pa-

tience. The harvest is finally within reach.

Yet before the farmer gathers everything, God gives an instruc-
tion. In Leviticus chapter nineteen, He tells His people, “When
you reap the harvest of your land, you are not to reap to the very

edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest.”
The corners were to remain.

At first, the instruction may seem unusual. Why would God
ask a farmer to leave part of the harvest behind? Why not gath-
er everything the field can produce? Why leave grain standing
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when there are mouths to feed, bills to pay, and future needs to

prepare for?
The answer begins with ownership.

The field did not ultimately belong to the farmer. The farmer
worked the field, but he did not create the field. He planted the
seed, but he did not create the soil. He watched the sky, but he
could not command the rain. He participated in the harvest, but

he was never the source of the harvest.

Psalm twenty-four opens with a truth that sits beneath the
entire story of stewardship: “The earth and everything in it, the

world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord.”

That sentence gives stewardship its foundation. God owns. We
steward. Human beings are entrusted with responsibility, au-
thority, and work, but Scripture never presents us as ultimate
owners. We receive before we manage. We are entrusted before

we are accountable.

Psalm twenty-four does more than tell us who owns creation. It

tells us where stewardship begins.

Ownership settles the question of authority. If everything be-
longs to God, then every resource carries a purpose beyond
itself. The steward's task is not to determine ownership. The
steward's task is to faithfully manage what has already been

entrusted.

This is why stewardship is ultimately a spiritual issue before it

is a financial one. Budgets, accounts, plans, and systems all have
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their place, but they come later. Stewardship begins when we
recognize that what has been placed in our hands ultimately

belongs to Someone else.

That truth is both humbling and freeing. It is humbling because
we are not the source of what we possess. It is freeing because
the weight of ownership was never ours to carry. We are called
to be faithful with what has been entrusted, not sovereign over

what belongs to God.

This truth reaches far beyond agriculture. It reaches into every
part of life. The resources we manage, the opportunities we
receive, the relationships we enjoy, the businesses we build, and
the income we earn all exist within a larger reality. Everything

ultimately belongs to God.

When that truth settles into the heart, stewardship begins to
look different. Money becomes more than income. It becomes
entrusted provision. Work becomes more than a way to earn a
living. It becomes responsibility carried before God. A business

becomes more than an asset. It becomes a field to be stewarded.

Stewardship is often misunderstood. Some people think it is
mainly about money. Others think it is mostly about giving.
Some assume it belongs to financial experts, business owners,
wealthy families, or people with significant resources. Scripture

gives a broader picture.

Stewardship is the faithful management of whatever God has
entrusted. Money is part of that, but it is not the whole. Time

must be stewarded. Relationships must be stewarded. Business-
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es, opportunities, skills, land, influence, health, and the current

season of life must all be stewarded with wisdom.

Every person is a steward. The question is not whether we are

stewarding. The question is whether we are stewarding faith-

fully.

That question reaches into ordinary life. It reaches into the
household budget. It reaches into the business account. It
reaches into the way a family talks about money. It reaches into
the way a business owner handles profit, taxes, payroll, reserves,
and owner pay. It reaches into giving, saving, spending, plan-

ning, celebration, compassion, and legacy.
It also reaches into the heart.

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” He was not merely speaking about accounting. He was
speaking about affection, attention, and allegiance. Treasure has

a way of pulling the heart.

Money can become more than a tool. It can become a refuge. It
can become a source of identity. It can become a silent master.
It can begin to shape decisions, conversations, fears, desires,
and habits. This is why stewardship must begin deeper than a
spreadsheet. A financial system can help bring order, but only

God can form the heart.

Over the years, I began noticing a pattern throughout Scripture.
The pattern appeared in the corners of the field. It appeared in

the terumah, the portion lifted up and set apart. It appeared
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in firstfruits. It appeared in the tithe. It appeared in worship,

celebration, compassion, and provision for others.

Again and again, God taught His people to protect a portion

before consuming the whole.

The corners remained. The first portion was oftered. The tithe
was set apart. Provision was made for worship. Provision was
made for celebration. Provision was made for the poor, the
foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow. Provision was made for

future needs.

These practices were not all identical, but they carried a shared
wisdom. God was forming a people who remembered where
provision came from. He was teaching them not to live as
though everything available should be consumed. He was train-

ing them to leave room.

Room for worship. Room for generosity. Room for compas-
sion. Room for celebration. Room for future provision. Room

to remember. Room to trust.

That observation eventually led to what I call the Living Margin
framework. The framework did not begin as a financial model.
It began as a biblical pattern. Throughout Scripture, God re-
peatedly teaches His people not to consume everything with-
in reach. He teaches them to live with intentional boundaries

around what they have been given.

That idea is especially important in a world that constantly

encourages more. More spending. More consumption. More
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expansion. More commitments. More obligations. More pres-

sure.

Most households do not drift toward margin. Most businesses
do not drift toward margin. Left unattended, life tends to fill
every available space. Expenses rise. Commitments multiply.
Expectations increase. Eventually, there is little room left for
generosity, preparation, celebration, or unexpected opportuni-

ties.
The result is often a life lived at the edge.

A repair appears. A tax bill arrives. A slow business season
comes. A family need surfaces. A generous opportunity ap-
pears. A medical expense interrupts the plan. A future responsi-
bility suddenly becomes present. When there is no room, every

decision feels heavier.

Scripture gives us a different picture. The farmer leaves the
corners. The steward protects a portion. The household plans
with intention. The business maintains reserves. The family

remembers that provision comes from God.
This book explores that picture of stewardship.

We will begin with ownership because stewardship always be-
gins there. From there we will follow the pattern through Scrip-
ture and consider how God's people learned to live with margin.
We will explore what those principles mean for our finances,

our households, our businesses, and the legacy we hope to leave

behind.
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The goal is not to introduce a new formula. Nor is it to create
guilt or obligation. The goal is to see the stewardship pattern
woven throughout Scripture and to learn what it means to live

faithfully within it.
God owns. We steward. The corners matter.

When those truths come together, stewardship becomes more
than a financial practice. It becomes an act of trust. The farmer
who left the corners trusted God. The family who protected
a portion trusted God. The steward who chooses margin over

consumption trusts God.

Faithful stewardship has always required trust. Trust does not
remove responsibility. It gives responsibility its proper foun-
dation. The farmer still worked the field. The household still
needed order. The business still needed wisdom. The steward

still had decisions to make.

But those decisions were made beneath a settled truth.
The field belonged to God.

That is where this book begins.

Before the model.

Before the numbers.

Before the accounts.

Before the plans.
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Before the legacy.
God owns the field.

We are called to steward it well.



Chapter One

God Owns. We
Steward.

Most financial conversations begin too late.

They begin with income, expenses, debt, savings, taxes, retire-
ment, business cash flow, or the pressure of the month. Those
things matter, and this book will address them. But Scripture
does not begin the stewardship conversation with numbers.

Scripture begins with God.

Psalm twenty-four opens with the sentence that holds the foun-
dation for everything that follows: “The earth and everything in

it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord.”

David does not begin with what people possess. He begins with
the One who possesses everything. The earth belongs to the
Lord because He founded it. The world belongs to the Lord
because He established it. The people within it belong to the
Lord because life itself comes from Him. Before there is earning,

saving, giving, planning, building, or leading, there is God.
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That is where stewardship begins. It begins before the budget,
before the bank account, and before the business plan. It begins

with ownership.

Psalm twenty-four does not leave room for divided reality. It
does not say the religious parts of life belong to the Lord while
the practical parts belong to us. It does not say worship belongs
to God while the marketplace belongs to someone else. It says

the earth and everything in it belong to Him.

That truth reaches into every part of life. Our homes. Our in-
come. Our businesses. Our land. Our tools. Our accounts. Our
ideas. Our calendars. Our plans. Our influence. Our future. All
of it exists inside God’s world, under God’s authority, sustained

by God’s mercy.

Most of us do not naturally think this way. We are used to
thinking in terms of what we have earned, built, purchased,
accumulated, or achieved. That is understandable. We work
hard. We make sacrifices. We carry responsibility. We feel the
weight of decisions that affect our households, our businesses,

our employees, and our future.

Scripture does not dismiss that responsibility. Work matters.
Wisdom matters. Planning matters. Follow-through matters.
Faithful effort is not opposed to trust in God. Yet Psalm twen-

ty-four places all of it beneath a larger truth.

Everything belongs to the Lord.
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That truth does not make our work less meaningful. It gives our
work its proper place. We are not independent owners trying to
secure our own lives through control. We are stewards receiving,

managing, and caring for what belongs to God.

A steward is not passive. A steward does not avoid hard deci-
sions. A faithful steward pays attention, works diligently, and
cares for what has been entrusted. The difference is source. The
steward remembers that everything begins as a gift before it

becomes an assignment.

This is why ownership must be settled first. If ownership is
unclear, money becomes heavier than it was meant to be. A
paycheck can begin to feel like identity. A business can begin to
feel like a savior. A savings account can begin to feel like refuge.

A home can begin to feel like proof that life is secure.
Those are good gifts, but they are not God.

The first movement of stewardship is to put everything back in

its proper place.

This truth appears from the beginning of Scripture. In Genesis,
God creates the world and places humanity within it to cultivate
and care for what He made. Adam is given real work. He is given
responsibility, dignity, and authority. He is placed in a garden

with provision around him and a command before him.

The garden was full, but it was not ownerless. Adam worked in a

world that belonged to God. He received a place, an assignment,
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and a boundary. That pattern remains at the heart of steward-

ship.

God provides. God assigns. God sets boundaries. God holds His

people accountable.

Those truths are still necessary for a faithful financial life.
Provision without assignment becomes consumption. Assign-
ment without boundaries becomes striving. Boundaries with-
out trust become resentment. Accountability without grace be-
comes fear. Stewardship holds these together beneath the own-
ership of God.

The same pattern appears in Deuteronomy eight. Moses speaks
to Israel before they enter the land God had promised. The
wilderness years are ending. A new season is coming. They will
eat and be satisfied. They will build good houses and live in
them. Their herds and flocks will grow. Their silver and gold

will increase. Everything they have will multiply.

The danger of that season will not be scarcity. The danger will

be forgetfulness.

Moses warns them not to say in their hearts, “My power and my
own ability have gained this wealth for me.” Then he reminds
them that the Lord is the One who gives the ability to produce

wealth.

That warning is one of the clearest stewardship passages in
Scripture. Moses does not deny work. He does not deny effort,

planning, skill, courage, leadership, or discipline. He does not
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tell Israel that their labor is meaningless. He simply refuses to

let them confuse labor with ultimate source.
The work was real. The provision was from God.

That distinction is easy to lose in abundance. When resources
grow, attention often shifts from gratitude to management. A
stable household can begin to believe stability came only from
discipline and planning. A growing business can begin to be-
lieve the increase came only from intelligence, courage, risk,
skill, and sacrifice. A rising income can quietly train the heart

to trust the income more than the Provider.

Abundance can make forgetfulness feel reasonable. The house
is visible. The account balance is visible. The business is visible.
The customer list is visible. The land is visible. The opportunity
is visible. God’s provision can become so woven into ordinary
life that the steward begins to treat it as personal achievement

alone.

Moses knew that danger. He had watched God feed His people
in the wilderness. He had watched water come from the rock.
He had watched shoes and clothing endure. He had watched
God sustain a people who could not sustain themselves. Now,
as Israel prepared to enter abundance, Moses knew they would
need to remember in prosperity what they had learned in de-

pendence.

That is still true.
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Pressure often reveals our need for God quickly. Increase can
hide our need slowly. A hard season may drive a person to
dependence, while a successful season may quietly encourage

self-reliance.

Stewardship protects the heart from that drift. It teaches the
steward to remember the Lord when the field is full, not only
when the field is empty. It teaches the business owner to honor
God in profitable seasons, not only desperate ones. It teaches
the household to practice gratitude when the bills are paid, not

only when provision feels uncertain.

Psalm twenty-four gives us the same foundation in fewer words.
The earth and everything in it belongs to the Lord. The pay-
check, the business, the land, the opportunity, the customer, the
skill, the open door, the wisdom to decide, the strength to work,

and the time to build all belong to Him first.

This truth can unsettle us because ownership gives the illusion
of control. If something is mine in the deepest sense, I can define
its purpose. I can use it as I wish. I can protect it, spend it, keep

it, or build with it on my own terms.

Stewardship asks something different. Stewardship asks us to
receive what God has entrusted and manage it according to His

wisdom.

That shift changes the questions we bring to money. We still
need to know what came in, what must go out, what should

be saved, what should be given, what the business requires,
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and what the household can afford. Those questions matter. A

faithful steward does not ignore practical details.

Beneath those questions, stewardship asks deeper ones. What
has God entrusted to me? What does faithfulness require in
this season? What needs to be protected? What needs to be
brought into order? What needs to be released? What needs to

be prepared for the future?

These questions create clarity because they move the conver-
sation from possession to responsibility. They slow the heart
down. They help the steward see that the goal is not simply to
have more, keep more, or control more. The goal is to manage

faithfully what has been placed in our hands.

Jesus often taught with stewardship in view. In Matthew twen-
ty-five, He tells the story of servants who receive resources from
their master before he leaves on a journey. One servant receives
five talents. Another receives two. Another receives one. Each

receives according to his ability.

The amounts are different, but the responsibility is real for each

servant.

That detail matters. Jesus does not present comparison as the
measure of stewardship. The servant with two talents is not
judged for failing to receive five. The servant with one talent is
notjudged because he received less than the others. Each servant

must answer for what was actually entrusted to him.
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The master eventually returns. The first servant has put what he
received to work. The second has done the same. Both are called
good and faithful. The third servant buried what was entrusted
to him. His failure was not that he received little. His failure was

that fear made him unfaithful with what he had.

This is a necessary word for anyone thinking about money,
business, household order, or legacy. Stewardship is not mea-

sured by comparison. It is measured by faithfulness.

One household may steward a modest income with wisdom,
generosity, and peace. Another may steward significant wealth
with anxiety, disorder, and constant pressure. One business
may look impressive from the outside while carrying hidden
instability. Another may be smaller and quieter, yet led with

integrity, clarity, and care.

The real question is not how much has been entrusted to us.

The real question is what we do with it.

This frees the steward from pride and shame. Pride says, “I have
more because I am more.” It confuses increase with superior-
ity and forgets mercy, timing, opportunity, ability, and God’s
provision. Shame says, “I have less, so my stewardship matters
less.” It assumes faithfulness only becomes important when the

amount is large enough to impress others.

Jesus removes both traps. The five-talent servant and the
two-talent servant both hear the same affirmation. The issue is

faithfulness with what was entrusted.
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A faithful steward can begin where they are. Not where they
wish they were. Not where someone else is. Not where they
hoped to be by now. Stewardship begins with the actual life,
actual resources, actual responsibilities, and actual season God

has placed before them.
That truth brings both responsibility and relief.

It brings responsibility because the steward must pay attention.
Avoidance is not faithfulness. Disorder is not faithfulness. Fear-
ful passivity is not faithfulness. What has been entrusted must

be seen, named, ordered, and managed.

It brings relief because the steward is not asked to manage some-
one else’s field. God does not ask one household to steward
another household’s income. He does not ask one business
owner to carry another owner’s assignment. He does not ask

one family to imitate another family’s season.

He asks each steward to be faithful with what has been entrust-
ed.

Money reveals more than math. Money reveals trust, fear,
habits, and what we believe will keep us safe. It reveals what we
value enough to protect. It reveals whether we are living from

gratitude or from anxiety.

Jesus said that where our treasure is, there our heart will be
also. He was not making a statement about accounting. He was
speaking about affection, attention, and allegiance. The heart

follows treasure.
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That is why financial disorder can become spiritually heavy.
A houschold may be paying its bills and still feel unsettled. A
business may be generating revenue and still feel pressure. A
leader may appear successful and still feel deeply anxious. The

issue may not be money alone. The issue may be ownership.

When we carry money as though everything depends on us,
the weight becomes heavy. We begin to measure our security
by what can change. Income can change. Markets can change.
Expenses can change. Customers can leave. Health can shift.

Opportunities can open and close.

Psalm twenty-four brings us back to what does not change.
The Lord owns the earth and everything in it. The steward is

responsible, but not the source.

That sentence brings freedom when it settles deeply. It does
not remove work, planning, or accountability. It places those
responsibilities under God’s ownership. A household still needs
order. A business still needs leadership. Debt still needs atten-
tion. Savings still need to be built. Taxes still need to be planned.

Generosity still needs structure.

All of those decisions become part of stewardship rather than

attempts to secure our identity through control.

Business owners feel this tension quickly. Business ownership
can blur the line between provision and pressure. A strong
month can create confidence. A slow month can create fear.

Cash in the business account can feel available even when some
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of it belongs to payroll, taxes, vendors, reserves, or future oblig-

ations.

That pressure is real, but it is not ultimate. The business is not
outside of God’s ownership. Itis not separate from discipleship.
It serves customers, affects employees, supports households,
creates value, and produces resources that can be directed with

wisdom and generosity.

The same God who owns the household owns the business. The

same stewardship principle applies to both.
God owns. We steward.

As Psalm twenty-four continues, David moves from ownership
to worship. He asks who may ascend the hill of the Lord and
stand in His holy place. That movement matters. David does
not leave ownership in the field of resources. He carries it into

the presence of God.

Ownership leads to worship because the owner is the Lord. The
question is not only what belongs to Him. The question is who
may stand before Him. Psalm twenty-four moves from the earth

in God’s hands to the human heart before God’s face.

Clean hands and a pure heart matter. A book about mon-
ey must keep that truth close. God is not only interested in
whether the numbers work. He is interested in what the num-
bers reveal. He is interested in what money is forming in us. He
isinterested in whether our hands are faithful and our hearts are

surrendered.
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A person can build wealth and neglect worship. A person can
give money and keep a divided heart. A person can run a prof-
itable business and lead with fear, pride, or control. A person

can have little and still steward faithfully before God.

Stewardship is not a performance of financial strength. Itisa life

lived under God’s ownership.

That is why this chapter comes first. Before margin, there is
ownership. Before generosity, there is ownership. Before busi-
ness systems, there is ownership. Before legacy, there is owner-

ship.

If this foundation is unsettled, every financial system eventually
bends toward self-protection. When ownership is settled, mon-
ey begins to return to its proper place. It becomes a tool, not a
master. It becomes an assignment, not an identity. It becomes

part of a faithful life rather than the center of life itself.

The first movement of stewardship is not to change an account.

It is to return to reality.

The earth is the Lord’s. Everything in it belongs to Him. That

includes what has been placed in your hands.

Your household. Your income. Your business. Your land. Your
influence. Your relationships. Your opportunities. Your current

season.

Some of what you see may feel strong. Some may feel disordered.
Some may feel heavy. Some may carry regret. Bring all of it under

the truth of Psalm twenty-four.
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God does not ask you to steward an imaginary life. He asks you

to steward what has actually been entrusted to you.

Faithful stewardship begins there. It begins with honesty. It

begins with gratitude. It begins with surrender.

And once ownership is settled, we are ready to consider the next

question.

If everything belongs to God, why does He teach His people to

leave room?



Chapter Two
Leave the Corners

Most people do not think about margin until they need it.

A vehicle breaks down. A major customer leaves. A medical bill
arrives. A family member needs help. An opportunity appears
that would be worth pursuing if there were room to pursueit. In
those moments, margin no longer feels like an idea. It becomes

the difference between wisdom and panic.

Those moments often reveal something that has been true for
a long time. The pressure did not begin when the event hap-
pened. The pressure began when there was no room left to

absorb it.

This is true for households and businesses alike. A family may
earn a good income and still feel stretched. A business may
generate healthy revenue and still feel fragile. More income can
help, but income alone does not create margin. Many people
discover that as income grows, expenses and obligations tend to

grow alongside it.
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The issue is not always provision. Sometimes the issue is space.

Scripture has a great deal to say about space. Not empty space,
but purposeful space. Space that protects trust. Space that
teaches restraint. Space that makes generosity possible. Space

that reminds us that we are stewards and not owners.

One of the clearest pictures appears in Leviticus nineteen. The
chapter contains a series of instructions for God’s people as
they learned how to live in covenant relationship with Him and
with one another. These instructions were not random rules

for religious life. They were forming a people who belonged to

God.

Leviticus nineteen begins with a call to holiness. God tells Moses
to speak to the entire Israelite community and say, “Be holy
because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” What follows is not
only alist of worship practices. It includes reverence for parents,
Sabbath, justice, honesty, neighbor love, wages, treatment of the

vulnerable, and life in the community.

That matters because the instruction about the field does not

appear in isolation. It appears inside God’s vision for a holy

people.

In the middle of those instructions, God gives a command that
sounds surprisingly practical: “When you reap the harvest of
your land, you are not to reap to the very edge of your field or
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not strip your vineyard
bare or gather its fallen grapes. Leave them for the poor and the

resident alien; I am the Lord your God.”
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Most of us have never harvested a field. We buy groceries from
stores and rarely think about where the food originated. The
people receiving these instructions lived much closer to the
process. They understood what it meant to prepare the soil,

plant seed, watch the weather, and wait for the harvest.

The harvest represented provision. It represented security. It
represented months of labor finally producing fruit. Every row
had value. Every bundle mattered. Every corner could be har-

vested.
Yet God instructed the farmer to stop before reaching the edges.

The farmer was told not to gather everything available. He was
not to clear the field completely. He was not to strip the vineyard

bare. Even the fallen grapes were not to be collected for himself.
The corners were to remain.

That instruction runs against instinct. Most people naturally
move toward the edges. If something is available, we assume
it should be used. If something can be gathered, we assume it
should be collected. If more can be earned, we assume more can

be spent.
The farmer in Leviticus was asked to resist that instinct.

He could see the corners. He knew their value. He understood
what they might provide for his family. He may have known the
uncertainty of the next season, the pressure of household needs,
and the risk that came with working the land. Still, God had

already assigned a purpose to that portion of the field.
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The corners were not forgotten. They were designated.

That distinction is important. The farmer was not being asked
to give away leftovers after the harvest was complete. He was
being asked to leave a portion untouched from the beginning.

He was learning to live with a boundary around consumption.
This is the beginning of margin.

Margin is not merely what remains after everything else has been
taken. Margin is space protected before pressure decides what

to do with it.

Many people approach stewardship by asking what remains
after everything else has been handled. After the bills are paid.
After the lifestyle is funded. After the business obligations are
covered. After the emergencies are addressed. After the month
has taken what it wants. If something remains, it may be saved.
If something remains, it may be given. If something remains, it

may be used to help someone else.
Leviticus gives a different picture.

The field is not harvested to the edge and then searched for left-
overs. The edge is protected before the harvest is fully gathered.
The vulnerable are not left waiting to see whether the farmer
feels generous after he has taken everything he wants. Provision

for others is built into the pattern from the beginning.

This is not only financial wisdom. It is spiritual formation.
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The command was certainly an act of generosity. The poor and
the resident alien would benefit from what remained in the
field. Leviticus also shows God’s concern for those whose lives
were more exposed to need. The landowner was not to structure

his harvest only around himself.

But generosity was not the only lesson being taught. The farmer

himself was being formed.

Every harvest season, he had to look at the edge and stop. He
had to resist the impulse to gather everything. He had to trust
that obedience was wiser than maximum extraction. He had
to remember that the harvest was provision, but it was not

possession in the deepest sense.
The field belonged to God.

That truth makes the command more than an act of charity. It
becomes an act of worship. The farmer’s obedience at the edge
of the field declared that God had authority over the harvest.
God could assign purpose to part of the field before the farmer

touched it.

This kind of obedience forms a certain kind of person. It forms
asteward who can live with limits. It forms a heart that does not
need to consume everything within reach. It forms a household
that can see the needs of others before every resource is absorbed

by personal appetite.

It also forms trust.
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Leaving the corners required the farmer to believe that God
could provide without the farmer gathering everything for him-
self. It did not remove responsibility. The farmer still worked.
He still planted. He still watched. He still harvested most of the
field. But he did all of that under the authority of the God who

told him not to take it all.
That is still one of the hardest parts of stewardship.

It is not hard to believe in margin as an idea. It is harder to leave
the corners when the harvest is visible. It is harder to protect
space when money feels tight. It is harder to leave room when
the business has needs, the household has pressure, and the

future feels uncertain.
Yet this is where margin becomes a practice of trust.

The field teaches the steward that everything available is not
automatically available for consumption. The account balance
may be visible, but visibility is not permission. The income may
have arrived, but arrival does not mean every dollar is unas-
signed. The business may have cash, but cash is not the same as

true margin.

Leviticus helps us see that a faithful life requires purposeful

Space.

The same pattern appears in other areas of Scripture. The Sab-
bath created margin in time. God’s people worked for six days

and rested on the seventh. Rest reminded them that provision
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ultimately came from God. They could stop working because

the world did not rest on their labor.

The sabbatical year created margin in the land. Fields rested.
Production paused. The land was not treated as a machine to

be exhausted. Even the soil was placed under God’s rhythm.

These practices were practical, but they were also formative.
God was shaping the hearts of His people. He was teaching
them to trust Him as their provider. He was teaching them not

to organize life around constant production and consumption.

The farmer who left the corners was learning that lesson every
harvest season. He could gather most of the field, but not all
of it. He could enjoy the fruit of his labor, but he could not
forget the One who provided it. He could make plans for his
household, but he could not treat the entire harvest as though

it existed solely for his own purposes.

This is why margin is not merely a financial technique. It is a

way of practicing stewardship under God’s ownership.
The same lesson remains relevant today.

Most people do not intentionally eliminate margin. They drift
away from it. An increase in income becomes an increase in
lifestyle. A profitable season creates new obligations. Growth

creates complexity. Convenience becomes expectation.

Over time, the circle expands. What once felt like abundance
begins to feel normal. What once felt optional begins to feel

necessary. Eventually, there is little room left.



LEAVE THE CORNERS 29

Households experience this. Businesses experience this.
Churches experience this. Even successful people experience
this. The absence of margin often hides beneath the appearance

of progress.

A family may have more income than it did five years ago and
still feel more pressure. A business may have more revenue than
ever and still carry more anxiety. A household may have upgrad-
ed its lifestyle without realizing that it also reduced its ability to

respond, save, give, or rest.

Nothing may look obviously wrong from the outside. The bills
may be paid. The business may be growing. The home may look

stable. The family may appear successful.
But the edge has disappeared.

Leviticus nineteen reminds us that God’s design includes pro-
tected space. The farmer left the corners because the harvest was
not entirely his to consume. The steward recognizes the same

truth today.

Not every dollar should be consumed. Not every opportunity
should be pursued. Not every increase should immediately be-
come lifestyle expansion. Some resources should remain avail-

able, protected, and set apart.

Margin gives a household room to absorb an unexpected ex-
pense without panic. Margin gives a business owner room to
make thoughtful decisions instead of desperate ones. Mar-

gin creates opportunities for generosity because resources have
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already been reserved. Margin allows faithfulness to operate

without constant pressure.

This does not mean life becomes easy. The farmer still faced
uncertainty. Weather could change. Crops could fail. Difficult
seasons could come. Leaving the corners did not remove risk. It

placed trust in the proper place.

The same remains true today. Margin does not eliminate un-
certainty. It creates room to walk through uncertainty with

wisdom.

A houscehold with margin can respond differently when a repair
appears. A business with margin can respond differently when
revenue slows. A family with margin can respond differently
when someone needs help. A leader with margin can respond
differently when an opportunity requires prayer, patience, and

preparation.
Margin changes the atmosphere of decision making.

Without margin, urgency often becomes the loudest voice in
the room. The immediate need takes over. The unplanned ex-
pense controls the conversation. The business account becomes
a source of anxiety. The household budget becomes a place of

tension.

With margin, decisions can be made with more clarity. Not
perfectly. Not without sacrifice. But with space to think, pray,

listen, and act wisely.
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This is one of the reasons the corners matter so much. They
were visible evidence that God’s people did not live by con-
sumption alone. The farmer’s field carried a testimony. It said
that provision had a purpose beyond the farmer. It said that
obedience mattered even when no one else was counting the
bundles. It said that the vulnerable had not been forgotten in

God’s economy.
The field preached stewardship before anyone explained it.

Modern financial life needs the same kind of visible obedience.
A household needs practices that show what is protected. A
business needs categories that show what is not available for
immediate spending. A family needs rhythms that help them

remember that income is not only for consumption.

As we move through the rest of this book, we will explore prac-
tical ways to build and protect margin. We will look at firstfruits,
tithes, saving, celebration, compassion, business stewardship,
household order, and stewardship rhythms. Those practices are
not separate ideas. They are connected expressions of the same

principle.
God teaches His people to leave room.

Before moving forward, return to the field one more time. Pic-
ture the farmer standing at the edge of a successful harvest.
He can see the corners. He knows exactly where they are. He

understands what they are worth.

Yet they remain.
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They remain because they lack value. They remain because
they were overlooked. They remain because God had already

assigned a purpose to them.

The corners remained because faithful stewardship required

them to remain.

That image becomes one of the most important stewardship
pictures in Scripture. It shows us that margin is not accidental
space. Itis purposeful space. Itis not the absence of stewardship.

It is part of stewardship.

Once we understand why the corners remained, we are ready to

ask another question.

What exactly were those protected portions for?



Chapter Three

The Protected
Portion

The farmer standing at the edge of the field could see the cor-
ners. They were not hidden from view. He knew what they

were worth. He understood what they could provide for his

household.
Yet they remained untouched.

Leviticus nineteen tells us that God had assigned a purpose to
those corners. The farmer was not free to harvest everything

simply because he could. A portion had already been set apart.
That raises the next stewardship question.
What were the protected portions for?

The answer reaches far beyond agriculture. As we continue
reading Scripture, a pattern begins to emerge. Again and again,

God teaches His people to set apart a portion before consuming
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the whole. The pattern appears in different forms and different
seasons, but the principle remains consistent. A portion is re-

served, protected, and dedicated to God’s purposes.
One of the clearest examples appears in Exodus twenty-five.

Israel had been delivered from Egypt. The sea had parted behind
them. The wilderness journey had begun. God was no longer
introducing Himself merely as the God of their fathers. He was

teaching them what it meant to live as His covenant people.

The people had come out of slavery, but slavery still had to come
out of them. For generations, they had lived under Pharaoh’s
order. Their labor had been used for another kingdom. Their
bodies had been driven by another master. Their work had pro-

duced wealth for Egypt while they carried the pain of bondage.
Then God delivered them.

He brought them out with power. He led them through the sea.
He began forming them into a people who belonged to Him.
They were learning how to worship, how to obey, how to trust,
and how to live under the care of the Lord rather than under
the demands of Pharaoh.

When God speaks to Moses about the tabernacle, He is not
merely giving construction instructions. He is forming a people.
The tabernacle would become the visible center of worship in
the wilderness. It would be the place where God’s presence

dwelled among His people. It would remind Israel that the Lord
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had not only delivered them from Egypt. He had come to dwell

with them.

Before the tabernacle was built, God instructed Moses to receive

an offering.

“Tell the Israelites to take an offering for me. You are to take my

offering from everyone whose heart prompts him to give.”

The Hebrew word translated as offering is terumah. The word
carries the idea of something lifted up and set apart. It describes

a portion separated from the whole and dedicated to God.
This is more significant than it may first appear.

God was not lacking resources. The One who created the heav-
ens and the earth did not need gold, silver, bronze, fine linen,
acacia wood, oil, spices, or precious stones. The Lord who deliv-
ered Israel from Egypt did not depend on Israel to supply what
He lacked.

The offering was not because God was needy.
The offering was because the people needed to remember.

They needed to remember where provision came from. They
needed to remember who had delivered them. They need-
ed to remember that their possessions were no longer under
Pharaoh’s claim. They needed to learn that what they carried

could now be lifted up before the Lord.

That is one of the quiet beauties of Exodus twenty-five.
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The same people who had once labored under bondage were
now invited to participate in worship. Their possessions could
be set apart for the dwelling place of God. Their resources could
become part of a holy work. Their hands, once forced to build
for Pharaoh, could now help prepare a place for the presence of
the Lord.

Stewardship is not only about what leaves our hands.
It is also about what our hands are joined to.

The terumah was not simply a collection. It was participation.
The people were being invited to bring what had been entrusted
to them into the work of worship. Gold and fabric and wood
were not merely materials. They became part of a larger story of

remembrance, presence, and covenant.

The phrase “from everyone whose heart prompts him” also
matters. God was not forming a people through forced extrac-
tion. He was forming a people whose hearts were learning to
respond. The offering had structure, but it also had willingness.
It was set apart for God, but it was brought from hearts moved

to give.
This reveals something important about biblical stewardship.
God is not merely after the resource. He is forming the steward.

A gift can move from one hand to another without forming the
heart. A payment can be made without worship. A transfer can

happen without trust. But God’s people were being shaped into
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worshipers. The protected portion was not only a financial act.

It was a response of the heart to the God who had rescued them.

That is why the protected portion cannot be reduced to math.
Percentages may help us practice stewardship with clarity, but
the purpose is deeper than calculation. The purpose is remem-
brance. The purpose is worship. The purpose is to keep the
heart ordered before God.

The offering acknowledged the source.

That sentence carries more weight than it first appears. To ac-
knowledge the source is to tell the truth about provision. It is to
confess that what we have did not begin with us. It is to resist
the illusion that possession equals ownership. It is to bring the
first question back to God before the resource is absorbed by

ordinary life.

That idea appears throughout Scripture. The corners of the
field were set apart. The terumah was lifted up. The firstfruits
were brought before the Lord. The tithe was set apart. Provision
for the poor was protected. Resources for worship were dedi-
cated. Again and again, God established practices that reminded
His people to acknowledge Him before consuming everything

for themselves.
Different practices.
The same formation.

God was teaching His people to remember.
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That lesson is easy to miss during seasons of abundance. When
resources are growing, it is natural to focus on what can be done
with them. New opportunities appear. New goals emerge. New
responsibilities arrive. The attention of the steward naturally

shifts toward decisions and activity.

A household must make decisions. A business must make plans.
Resources must be directed with wisdom. Yet Scripture repeat-
edly brings us back to the source before it sends us into the

details.
Before considering the provision, remember the Provider.

Before consuming the whole, acknowledge the One who sup-

plied it.

Before expanding the circle, protect the portion that has already

been assigned.

This pattern sits beneath much of biblical stewardship. God’s
people were not simply learning how to give. They were learn-
ing how to remember. They were learning to order their lives
around the Lord before ordinary pressures claimed everything

available.
The same challenge exists today.

Modern life offers countless ways to consume resources. Every
increase creates new possibilities. Every season brings new de-
mands. Every success creates new opportunities to spend, up-

grade, improve, expand, and acquire.
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None of those things are inherently wrong. A home may need
repair. A business may need investment. A family may need
more space. A growing company may need better systems. A
household may need to adjust as children grow, parents age, or

responsibilities change.
The challenge is that consumption rarely stops on its own.

Without intentional stewardship, the circle continues to ex-
pand. What was once considered abundance becomes normal.
What was once considered optional becomes necessary. What
was once a blessing quietly becomes an expectation. The pres-

sure returns because the margin disappears.
The protected portion interrupts that cycle.

It reminds us that everything available is not necessarily meant
to be consumed. It reminds us that stewardship begins before
spending decisions are made. It reminds us that some resources

already have an assigned purpose.

The farmer in Leviticus understood this. The corners remained

because God had already assigned them.

The people bringing terumah understood this. The oftering was

lifted up because God had already assigned it.

The steward today must learn the same wisdom. The paycheck
does not arrive without purpose. Business revenue does not
arrive without responsibility. Increase does not arrive only to
expand consumption. Some portion must be protected so that

the whole life remains ordered before God.
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This is where the image of the field begins to connect to the
larger picture that has shaped this book.

Imagine the field once again.

Most of the harvest is gathered and used. The household de-
pends on it. The family is fed from it. The farmer’s work pro-

duces real provision. Life happens in that portion of the field.
Yet the corners remain.

They remain because God had already given those corners a

purpose.

Over time, that image became a helpful way to understand the
broader stewardship patterns that appear throughout Scrip-
ture. The field shows us that provision can be both enjoyed and
protected. It shows us that ordinary life and holy purpose do
not compete when they are rightly ordered. It shows us that a
steward can gather much of the harvest while still leaving room

for what God has assigned.
The same idea can be pictured as a circle inside a square.

The circle represents the portion of life most people naturally
focus on. It includes the household budget, business expenses,
responsibilities, opportunities, savings goals, and daily financial
decisions. Most stewardship conversations begin there because

most of life happens there.

The square represents the boundaries surrounding those re-

sponsibilities. It represents the whole field of what has been
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entrusted. The space outside the circle represents the protected
portion. It reminds us that not everything available should be

consumed.

The image is intentionally simple. The goal is not to become
attached to a diagram. The goal is to remember a biblical prin-

ciple.
God consistently teaches His people to protect a portion.

The farmer protected the corners. The people brought a
terumah. Firstfruits were set apart. The tithe was set apart. Pro-
vision for others was set apart. Different practices. The same

principle.

A portion remained protected because God had already as-

signed a purpose to it.

This understanding eventually became the foundation for what

I call the Living Margin framework.

The framework did not begin with percentages. It began with
Scripture. It began with the field, the corners, and the repeated
biblical pattern of God teaching His people to protect a portion

before consuming the whole.

The framework simply provides a picture that helps us see those

patterns more clearly.

This distinction matters because a model can easily become the
focus if we are not careful. A framework is useful only if it serves

the truth beneath it. The Living Margin framework is not the
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authority. Scripture is the authority. The framework is a tool for
seeing and practicing what Scripture repeatedly places before

us.

The protected portion is not a way to make life mechanical. It

is a way to keep the steward awake.
Awake to God’s provision.

Awake to the needs of others.

Awake to the danger of forgetfulness.
Awake to the quiet pull of consumption.

Awake to the possibility that what has been received has more

than one purpose.

Thatkind of attention forms a different kind of person. It forms
a steward who does not treat every increase as permission to
expand. It forms a household that can practice generosity with
intention. It forms a business owner who can separate purpose
from pressure. It forms a heart that remembers God before

money is absorbed by everything else.

In the chapters ahead, we will explore the specific practices
that occupy those protected portions. We will look more
closely at firstfruits, the tithe, celebration, compassion, saving,
and long-term stewardship. Together, these practices create a
rhythm that protects margin and directs resources toward God’s

purposes.

For now, it is enough to understand the principle.
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Before the whole was consumed, a portion was set apart. Be-
fore the harvest was gathered, the corners remained. Before life

moved forward, God was acknowledged.

The protected portion was never merely about money. It was
about remembering who provides, who owns, and who can be

trusted.

As you consider your own household and business, consider
where every resource is currently assigned. Consider whether
any portion has been intentionally protected before the rest is

consumed.

Stewardship often begins with a simple observation.
The corners were not empty space.

They were purposeful space.

And God had already assigned a purpose to them.



Chapter Four
The First Portion

Most people think about stewardship in terms of amount.

Scripture often begins with order.

What comes first matters because the first portion usually re-
veals what has priority. The first appointment on the calendar
can shape the day. The first decision in a business can shape the
direction. The first allocation in a household can shape what

remains for everything else.

The same principle appears throughout Scripture. God repeat-
edly teaches His people to honor Him with the first portion.

Proverbs three says, “Honor the Lord with your possessions and
with the first produce of your entire harvest; then your barns
will be completely filled, and your vats will overflow with new

wine.”

The instruction is simple, but it carries weight. Honor the Lord

with the first produce of the harvest. Not the leftover portion.
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Not the portion considered after everything else has been han-

dled. The first portion.

For the original hearers, this language was easy to understand.
They lived close to the land. They knew what it meant to
plant, wait, watch, and harvest. The first crops coming from
the ground represented the beginning of provision, not the

completion of it.
That made firstfruits an act of trust.

The farmer did not yet have the full harvest in hand. He had the
beginning of the harvest. He had evidence of provision, but not
certainty about all that would follow. Weather could change.

Disease could affect the crop. Circumstances could shift.
Still, God taught His people to honor Him first.

The first portion was a way of saying that the whole harvest

belonged to God before the whole harvest had arrived.

Many people think trust begins after certainty. After the ac-
count is full. After the business is stable. After the debt is gone.
After the season becomes predictable. After there is enough

margin to feel safe.
Scripture often places trust earlier than that.

Trust begins when the future is still unfolding. It begins when
the harvest has started, but the whole harvest is not yet gathered.
It begins when the steward must decide whether God will be

honored first or only after everything else feels secure.
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That question reaches deeper than money. The first portion
reveals what the heart believes about provision. If God is truly
the source, then honoring Him first is an act of remembrance.
If the harvest belongs to Him, then the beginning of the harvest
can be lifted before Him.

If the steward is responsible but not the source, then the first
portion becomes a way of practicing that truth before anxiety

and appetite take over.
This pattern appears early in Scripture.

In Genesis four, Cain and Abel bring offerings to the Lord.
The text is brief, and we should be careful not to say more
than it says. Cain brings some of the produce of the land. Abel
brings the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The Lord
has regard for Abel and his offering, but not for Cain and his
offering.

The passage does not explain every detail, but it reveals some-
thing important. Worship and stewardship are connected from
the beginning. What is brought before God says something

about the heart of the worshiper.

Hebrews later says that by faith Abel offered to God a better
sacrifice than Cain. Abel’s offering was not merely an agricul-

tural act. It was an act of faith.
Faith shaped what he brought.

The firstborn of the flock carried meaning. Abel was not bring-

ing what happened to be convenient after everything else had
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been considered. He brought from the beginning. He brought

in a way that acknowledged God before the rest was secured.

Cain and Abel show us that giving can reveal the heart long
before financial systems exist. Their story appears before Israel,
before the tabernacle, before the Law, before the tithe was es-
tablished as a national rhythm. Yet even there, the question of

what is brought before God is already present.

The first portion is never only about the portion. It is about
worship. It is about trust. It is about what the steward believes

God is worthy to receive.

That theme continues in the life of Abraham. Abraham’s story
is not usually described with the language of firstfruits, yet his
life repeatedly reveals the same movement of trust before cer-

tainty.

God calls Abraham to leave his country, his relatives, and his fa-
ther’s house and go to the land God would show him. Abraham
leaves before he has the full picture. He obeys before the out-

come is visible. He walks with promise, but not with possession.
Years later, that trust would be tested again.

God had given Abraham and Sarah the son of promise. For years
they had waited. The promise had seemed impossible. Yet God
gave life where human possibility had ended.

Then God asked Abraham to trust Him with the very thing he

treasured most.
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Isaac was not only Abraham’s son. Isaac was the child of
promise. Through Isaac, God had said the covenant line would
continue. Abraham was being asked to trust God with the very

promise God had given.

This is not mainly a lesson in financial giving. It is a revelation
of faith. Abraham had to believe that God could be trusted with

what mattered most.

The writer of Hebrews says Abraham reasoned that God was
able even to raise Isaac from the dead. That means Abraham’s
obedience was not blind resignation. It was trust in the charac-

ter and power of God.

At the last moment, God provides the ram. Isaac is spared.

Abraham names the place, “The Lord will provide.”
That sentence belongs near the heart of stewardship.
The Lord will provide.

Firstfruits are nota way of pretending the future is certain. They
are a way of trusting the One who holds the future. They do not

remove risk. They place trust in the proper place.

When God’s people later brought firstfruits, they were prac-
ticing this same kind of trust in ordinary form. They were not
being asked to place Isaac on an altar. They were being asked
to bring the first produce of the harvest. Yet the heart question

remained similar.

Can God be trusted with what comes first?
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That question becomes even clearer in Israel’s firstfruits prac-

tices.

In Exodus twenty-three, God instructs His people to bring the
best of the firstfruits of their land to the house of the Lord. The
emphasis is not only generosity. It is priority. God was teaching
His people to acknowledge Him before consumption, expan-

sion, accumulation, and fear began competing for attention.
The first portion acknowledged the source of the whole.

Deuteronomy twenty-six gives an even fuller picture. When
Isracl entered the land and received the harvest, they were to take
some of the first of all the land’s produce, place it in a basket,
and bring it to the place the Lord would choose for His name

to dwell.
The offering did not stand alone. It came with a confession.

The worshiper was to remember the story. “My father was a
wandering Aramean,” the confession begins. Israel was to re-
member weakness, wandering, slavery, affliction, deliverance,
the mighty hand of God, and the land flowing with milk and
honey.

Then the firstfruits were placed before the Lord.
That order matters.

The offering was joined to memory. The basket carried produce,

but the words carried the story. The worshiper was not simply
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handing over crops. He was confessing that the harvest had a

history, and that history was full of God’s mercy.

Firstfruits were not merely an economic practice. They were a

way of telling the truth.
Israel had not rescued itself.
Israel had not given itself the land.

The harvest had not appeared apart from God’s promise and

provision.

The firstfruits offering kept the steward from treating blessing

as though it had no story.

That same danger exists today. A household can forget the
prayers that were once prayed. A business owner can forget the
early years of uncertainty. A family can forget the help that came
at just the right time. A leader can forget the open doors that

were not self-created.

Firstfruits slow the steward down long enough to remember.

This is why the first portion should never be reduced to a
transaction. A transaction moves money. Firstfruits shape the

steward.

They teach the heart to remember before considering what
comes next. They teach the household to order its life around
gratitude rather than urgency. They teach the business owner to
acknowledge God before revenue is absorbed by payroll, taxes,

vendors, debt, or expansion.
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The first portion is not meant to be decided by pressure. It is

meant to be shaped by worship.

That principle still speaks into modern life, even though most
of us no longer bring crops from a field. We receive income. We
receive increase. We receive opportunities. We receive provision
in forms that look different from ancient harvests, but the stew-

ardship question remains the same.
What receives the first portion?

For many households and businesses, the answer is not inten-
tional. The mortgage receives the first portion. The credit card
receives the first portion. Payroll receives the first portion. Debt
receives the first portion. Lifestyle receives the first portion.

Whatever feels most urgent often becomes first by default.

Urgency has a way of claiming priority if priority has not already

been settled.

This is why order matters. A household that waits to see what
is left may rarely find enough left to practice the stewardship it
believes in. A business owner who waits until every obligation
feels settled may never feel free to honor God with the first

portion. Life is full of needs, and many of them are real.
Firstfruits interrupt the rule of urgency.

They help the steward decide before the pressure begins. They
create a pattern where God is acknowledged before the rest of
the harvest is assigned. They remind the household and the

business that provision has a source and a purpose.
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This is not easy.

Those reminders matter most when the future feels uncertain.
When income is predictable, trust may feel easier. When rev-
enue is growing, trust may feel easier. When opportunities are
abundant, trust may feel easier. The first portion becomes more

meaningful when we do not yet know how the whole season

will unfold.

The farmer offering the firstfruits did not possess the entire

harvest. The act itself was an expression of faith.

Many households postpone stewardship until they feel secure.
Many business owners delay generosity until they reach a future
milestone. The assumption is that trust will become easier once

certainty arrives.

Scripture teaches a different pattern.

Abel brought by faith.

Abraham went before he knew the destination.

Israel brought the firstfruits before the entire harvest was con-

sumed.
Faith often moves before outcomes are visible.
Stewardship follows the same pattern.

The first portion is not ultimately about dollars. It is about
order. Itis about priority. It is about acknowledging God before

everything else competes for attention.
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This connects directly to the field and the protected corners.
The corners reminded the farmer that part of the harvest had
already been assigned a purpose. Firstfruits carried the same re-

minder. The first portion had already been assigned a purpose.
God did not need the harvest.
The steward needed the reminder.

Everything belongs to God. The first portion helps us remem-
ber.

The pattern reaches its fullness in Jesus. Paul writes in First
Corinthians fifteen that Christ has been raised from the dead,
“the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” That word is
notaccidental. Jesus s the beginning of the resurrection harvest.
His resurrection is not an isolated event. It is the first portion of

what God will bring to completion.

This does not turn firstfruits into a financial formula. It lifts
our eyes to the larger story. The pattern of firstfruits ultimately
points beyond crops, income, and offerings. It points to the
God who brings life from the ground, provision from the field,

promise from barrenness, and resurrection from the grave.

Christ as firstfruits means the beginning guarantees the harvest

to come.

That truth gives Christian stewardship a deeper confidence. We
do nothonor God first because we are trying to secure His favor.

We honor God because He has already given Himself to us in
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Christ. The resurrection tells us that the future is not held by

fear, scarcity, or death. It is held by the risen Lord.

Firstfruits are an act of trust because the first portion looks

forward.
The farmer looked toward the full harvest.
Israel looked toward the faithfulness of God.

The believer looks toward the resurrection promise secured in
Christ.

That does not remove the practical questions of household and
business stewardship. Those questions still matter. Bills must
be paid. Payroll must be met. Debt must be addressed. Savings

must be built. Future needs must be prepared for.
But those questions are no longer the first questions.
The first question is worship.

Who is honored first?

What is acknowledged first?

What does the steward do before pressure, fear, and consump-

tion begin speaking?
That is the heart of the first portion.

A person who honors God first is learning to trust Him. A
family who honors God firstis learning to trust Him. A business

owner who honors God first is learning to trust Him. The prac-
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tice forms something deeper than financial discipline because it
trains the heart to remember the Provider before considering

the provision.

As we continue through Scripture, another stewardship prac-
tice begins to emerge alongside firstfruits. It is one of the most
familiar stewardship practices in the Bible and one of the most

often misunderstood.
The firstfruits established priority.
The tithe established rhythm.

Together, they helped God’s people build a life shaped by re-

membrance rather than consumption.

That is where we turn next.



Chapter Five

The Rhythm of the
Tithe

If firstfruits established priority, the tithe established rhythm.

The two belong together, but they are not the same. Firstfruits
answered the question of what comes first. The tithe helped
establish an ongoing pattern of remembrance. One focused on

priority. The other created consistency.

Throughout Scripture, God forms His people through
rhythms. Day and night. Seedtime and harvest. Work and rest.
Worship and remembrance. These rhythms were not random.
They helped God’s people remember who He was and how they

were called to live.
The tithe became one of those rhythms.

For many people, the word tithe immediately creates questions.

Some wonder how it applies today. Some associate it with oblig-
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ation or pressure. Some have seen it taught with care. Others

have seen it used poorly.

Those concerns should not be dismissed. The tithe has often
been discussed in ways that create confusion rather than clarity.
It has sometimes been reduced to a percentage. It has sometimes
been used as pressure. It has sometimes been separated from the

larger life of mercy, justice, worship, and faithfulness.

Before sorting through every question, it helps to understand

what the tithe was intended to do.

The word tithe means tenth. In Scripture, it referred to a tenth
of increase, a tenth of provision, a tenth set apart for God’s
purposes. Yet the story of the tithe does not begin with the Law
of Moses.

Long before Israel became a nation, Abraham encountered
Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of God Most High.
Abraham had returned from battle after rescuing Lot. He had

seen God preserve him, protect him, and give him victory.

Melchizedek blessed Abraham and said, “Blessed be Abram by
God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and blessed be
God Most High who has handed over your enemies to you.”

Abraham then gave him a tenth of everything.

The passage is brief. There is no command attached to it. No
requirement is recorded. Abraham’s response appears as an act
of recognition. He had experienced God’s provision and pro-

tection, and the tenth became part of his response.
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Abraham had already experienced God’s provision, protection,
and faithfulness. The tenth became a visible acknowledgment

of that reality.

God gave victory. Abraham responded.
God preserved. Abraham acknowledged.
God blessed. Abraham set apart a tenth.

The tithe appears here as a response to the God who had already
acted. It was not a transaction. It was not a payment for protec-
tion. It was not an attempt to purchase favor. It was a visible act
of recognition before God Most High, Creator of heaven and

earth.

Melchizedek did not bless Abraham in the name of a small tribal
deity. He blessed him in the name of the Creator of heaven and
earth. The tithe was offered in the presence of the One who

owned the whole world.

That brings us back to the foundation of this book.

God owns.

We steward.

Abraham’s tenth did not create that reality. It acknowledged it.

Later, Jacob made a vow before the Lord. After leaving home,
he stopped for the night and dreamed of a stairway reaching
from earth to heaven. The Lord stood beside him and repeated

the promise given to Abraham. Jacob would receive land. His



THE RHYTHM OF THE TITHE 59

offspring would be many. All the peoples of the earth would be
blessed through him.

Jacob woke from the dream and realized he had been standing
in a holy place. He named it Bethel, the house of God. Then he
made a vow. If God would be with him, keep him, provide for
him, and bring him back in peace, Jacob said the Lord would be
his God, and of all that God gave him he would give a tenth.

Again, the passage is brief. The tenth appears before Sinai. It
appears before Israel receives the Law. It appears in the lives of

people learning to acknowledge God’s provision.
Abraham gives after deliverance.

Jacob vows while still waiting.

One looks back at God’s faithfulness.

The other looks forward in trust.

Together, they show that the tenth was connected to recogni-
tion. It helped the steward remember that provision came from
God, whether the provision had already been received or was

still being awaited.

When Israel later received the Law, the tithe became part of the
life of the covenant community. It was no longer an isolated act.

It became a regular rhythm woven into the life of the nation.

The tithe helped support the Levites, who had been assigned

to the work of worship. It helped sustain the life of the com-
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munity. It became part of Israel’s recurring remembrance that

everything belonged to God.

The tithe was never presented as an isolated financial transac-

tion. It belonged within a larger story.

The people harvested fields because God had provided land.
The flocks increased because God had provided life. The nation
existed because God had delivered them from slavery. The wor-
ship of Israel was sustained because God had given His people

a way to live near His presence.
The tithe was connected to all of it.

Every time a tenth was set apart, the steward was reminded that

provision had a source.

Without practices of remembrance, prosperity can become or-
dinary. The harvest arrives. The account grows. The business

expands. The bills are paid. The years pass.
What once felt miraculous slowly begins to feel expected.
The tithe interrupted that drift.

Every recurring act of setting apart a tenth reminded Israel that
increase was not self-created. The tithe did not make God the
owner. God was already the owner. The tithe helped the stew-

ard live as though that was true.
Giving does not make God generous.

Giving does not make God the owner.
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Giving does not purchase favor.
Giving helps the steward remember what is already true.

One of the clearest discussions of the tithe appears in Malachi

chapter three.

The passage is often quoted, but it is best understood within
its setting. Malachi was speaking to a people who had drifted.
Worship had become careless. The priests had neglected their
responsibilities. The people were oftering blemished sacrifices.

Their covenant life had become disordered.

The problem was not primarily financial.

The problem was spiritual.

The outward practices were revealing something deeper.

Malachi opens with God declaring His love for His people, yet
the people question that love. The priests despise His name, yet
ask how they have despised it. The people bring blind, lame, and
sick animals as offerings, then act as though God should receive

what costs them little.

The book is full of questions. The people are not openly reject-
ing God in every obvious way. They are still participating in re-
ligious life, but their participation has become hollow. Worship

continues, yet honor has faded.

This is the setting for Malachi’s words about the tithe.
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God asks, “Will a man rob God?” The people ask how they
have robbed Him. The answer comes through tithes and con-
tributions. Then God calls them to bring the full tenth into the

storehouse so there may be food in His house.

This passage is often pulled into conversations about blessing.
Scripture does speak there about God opening the windows of

heaven. But the deeper movement is return.
God says, “Return to me, and I will return to you.”

The tithe was not presented as a lever to control God. It was
part of returning to God. It was one expression of covenant
faithfulness in a community where worship, honor, and trust

had grown thin.

The people had withheld what had been set apart. Their actions

revealed a heart that had drifted from remembrance.

Malachi must be handled with care. It should not be used to
threaten people into giving. It should not be turned into a
promise of easy prosperity. It should not be disconnected from

the larger call to return to the Lord.
Malachi is not merely about money.

It is about a people whose worship had become careless and

whose stewardship revealed it.

The same theme has appeared throughout this book. Psalm
twenty-four reminds us that everything belongs to the Lord.

Leviticus nineteen shows the farmer leaving the corners. Exodus
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twenty-five introduces the terumah. Proverbs three teaches the

firstfruits.
Now Malachi brings us to the tithe.

Each passage is different, but the stewardship pattern is con-
sistent. God teaches His people to set apart a portion so they

remember who provides.

Imagine a household in Israel receiving provision throughout
the year. Crops are harvested. Animals increase. Life moves for-
ward. Without intentional practices, it would be easy to view

the increase as personal possession.
The tithe interrupted that assumption.

Every time a tenth was set apart, the steward remembered that

the whole belonged to God.

Stewardship rhythms keep important truths from becoming

occasional thoughts.
A truth remembered once may inspire.
A truth remembered repeatedly can form a life.

This is how rhythms work throughout Scripture. The Sabbath
returns every week. The feasts return every year. Prayer returns

every day. The tithe returns every season of increase.

God often forms His people through recurring practices rather

than isolated experiences.
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The same remains true today.

Few people notice the impact of one ordinary rhythm in the
moment. One Sabbath. One family meal. One prayer. One act

of generosity. One wise financial decision.
The effect seems small.
Yet repeated over time, those rhythms shape a life.

A family that gathers around the table develops differently than
one that never slows down. A believer who regularly prays de-
velops differently than one who rarely pauses. A steward who
repeatedly acknowledges God develops differently than one

who lives only from urgency to urgency.

The tithe should be understood as more than a percentage.
A percentage can be calculated without much reflection. A

rhythm has the power to shape attention.

It returns the steward again and again to the same truth.
Provision came from God.

Increase came from God.

The future belongs to God.

That rhythm protects the heart from a subtle temptation. Many
people tell themselves they will become faithful later. When in-
come increases. When debt is gone. When the business reaches

a certain size. When life becomes less complicated.
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The line keeps moving.
The future season rarely arrives exactly as imagined.
Stewardship postponed is often stewardship abandoned.

The tithe creates a thythm in the present. It reminds us that

stewardship is not lived someday. It is lived now.

Whether a household is experiencing abundance or rebuilding

after difficulty, the stewardship question remains the same.
What does faithfulness look like in this season?

The answer may look different from one season to another, but

faithfulness always begins where we are.
Jesus addressed the tithe in a way that brings needed balance.

In Matthew twenty-three, He rebuked religious leaders who
were careful with outward practices while neglecting justice,
mercy, and faithfulness. They were tithing even the smallest
herbs from their gardens. Their calculations were precise. Their

percentages were accurate.
Yet something essential was missing.
Justice had been neglected.
Mercy had been neglected.

Faithfulness had been neglected.
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Jesus told them they should have practiced these things without

neglecting the others.

Jesus did not dismiss the tithe. Neither did He allow it to be-

come the measure of spiritual maturity.

A person can maintain structure while neglecting the heart. A
person can follow a system while drifting from God. A person
can practice generosity while remaining proud, harsh, selfish, or

indifferent to the needs of others.

Jesus refuses to separate obedience from love. He refuses to sep-
arate stewardship from character. He refuses to separate wor-

ship from justice.
Structure matters.
The heart matters.
They belong together.

A rhythm without mercy becomes empty. A percentage with-
out justice becomes distorted. A practice without faithfulness
becomes hollow. Jesus does not remove structure. He restores

the purpose of structure.
This helps us avoid two errors.

The first error is legalism. Legalism uses structure to avoid the
heart. It says the number has been met, so the steward is safe. It

reduces faithfulness to a calculation.
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The second error is vagueness. Vagueness avoids structure in the
name of the heart. It says generosity matters, but never gives
generosity a place. It says stewardship matters, but never builds

a rhythm strong enough to resist pressure.
Jesus leads us away from both.

He calls for justice, mercy, and faithfulness without neglecting

the practice. The heart and the rhythm belong together.
The tithe belongs within the larger story of stewardship.
The tithe cannot replace obedience.

It cannot replace mercy.

It cannot replace justice.

It cannot replace faithfulness.

It is one stewardship practice inside a larger life of surrender to

God.

When the tithe is separated from the heart, it becomes a trans-
action. When it remains connected to worship, it becomes a

rhythm.

That rhythm shapes a person over time.
The steward learns to remember.

The steward learns to trust.

The steward learns to obey before every feeling agrees.
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Obedience often needs rhythm because emotions are not steady.
Desire shifts. Fear rises. Pressure speaks loudly. A household
need appears. A business obligation arrives. A new opportunity

competes for attention.

Without rhythm, stewardship has to be renegotiated every time

pressure appears.
A rhythm settles the question before the pressure begins.

The tithe gives the steward a repeated way to say, “This portion
is set apart.” It gives the household a repeated way to remember
God. It gives the business owner a repeated way to resist the
idea that every dollar exists only for expansion, consumption,

or protection.

This does not answer every practical question for every house-
hold in every season. Scripture requires wisdom, and wisdom
pays attention to season, responsibility, debt, provision, and
calling. But wisdom also knows that a life without rhythm will

usually drift.

The tithe has endured for generations because it is simple
enough to understand and practical enough to shape almost any

season of life.

The practice itself is not the destination.
It points beyond itself.

Toward trust.

Toward worship.
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Toward remembrance.
Toward obedience.
Toward faithful stewardship.

As the biblical pattern continues to unfold, the protected por-
tion becomes clearer. The corners of the field remained. A por-

tion was lifted up as a terumah. The firstfruits were set apart.

The tithe established a rhythm.

Each practice protected a portion before the whole was con-
sumed. Each practice directed attention back to God. Each

practice created space for stewardship.

The protected portion is not a single practice. It is a collection

of stewardship rhythms that work together.
There is still another part of the picture.

When many people think about stewardship, they think pri-
marily about giving. Scripture certainly includes giving, but it
also includes celebration, preparation, hospitality, compassion,

and care for others.
God’s design was larger than a single act.

To see that more clearly, we need to continue following the

pattern.



Chapter Six

Saving, Celebration,
and Compassion

When many people hear the word stewardship, they immedi-

ately think about giving.

Giving is certainly part of stewardship. Scripture teaches gen-
erosity from beginning to end. Yet the protected portion was
never limited to a single purpose. As we continue following the

biblical pattern, the picture becomes larger and more complete.

The corners of the field remained. The terumah was lifted up.
The firstfruits were set apart. The tithe established a rhythm.
Each practice reminded God's people that provision came from
Him.

Then Deuteronomy chapter fourteen expands the picture.

The chapter begins with language that now sounds familiar.
God tells His people to set aside a tenth of all the produce

brought in annually from their seed. Once again, provision is
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received and a portion is set apart. Once again, the steward is

asked to protect a portion before the whole is consumed.

But the passage does not move where many readers might ex-

pect.

The people are not only told to set the portion aside. They are
told to bring it to the place the Lord will choose for His name
to dwell. They are told to eat it there in His presence. They are

told to rejoice with their households.
That is a remarkable scene.

A family gathers what God has provided. A portion is separated
from the whole. The journey is made to the place of worship.

The food is brought before the Lord. The household eats to-
gether. The family rejoices.

This is stewardship. Not only restraint. Not only discipline.
Not only sacrifice. Stewardship becomes a table where God's

provision is received with gratitude and remembered with joy.

For many modern readers, that may feel unexpected. We are
used to speaking of stewardship in terms of budgets, giving,
saving, debt, discipline, and responsibility. Those things have
their place. Scripture speaks clearly about wisdom, self-control,

generosity, and careful attention.

Yet Deuteronomy fourteen gives us a picture that is harder to fit

into a spreadsheet.

God's people are told to feast before Him.
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If thejourney is too long and the produce is too difficult to carry,
God provides a practical way forward. They may exchange the
produce for silver, carry the silver to the place the Lord chooses,

and purchase what is needed for the feast once they arrive.

The point is not indulgence. The point is that God made room
for His people to gather, eat, rejoice, and remember His good-

ness in His presence.
Then comes the purpose.

They are to feast there in the presence of the Lord their God and

rejoice with their household.

The passage is not careless. It is not an invitation to consume
without remembrance. The celebration happens before the
Lord. The table is set in the presence of God. The provision is

enjoyed in the place of worship.

The joy is not separated from reverence. It is shaped by rever-

€nce.

The passage says this rhythm was given so that God's people
would learn to fear the Lord always. That line deserves more
attention than it often receives. The fear of the Lord is placed in

the middle of a feast.

Many people imagine fear and joy as opposites. Scripture often
holds them together. The fear of the Lord is not terror. It is
reverence. It is the recognition that God is God and we are not.
Itis the humble awareness that every good gift ultimately comes

from Him.
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The feast was teaching that lesson.

As families gathered around the table, they were not celebrating
themselves. They were celebrating God's faithfulness. The meal
became a classroom of remembrance. The table became a place

of formation. The harvest became an opportunity to worship.

This may help explain why meals appear so often throughout
Scripture. Abraham welcomed visitors around a meal. Israel re-
membered deliverance through the Passover meal. Jesus taught
around tables. Jesus fed crowds. Jesus shared the Last Supper
with His disciples. The early church devoted themselves to fel-
lowship and the breaking of bread.

Again and again, God uses tables to form His people.

A table creates space for something modern life often crowds
out. People linger. Stories are told. Questions are asked. Chil-
dren listen. Gratitude is expressed. Remembrance becomes part

of the meal itself.

The table in Deuteronomy fourteen was not merely a place to
eat. It was a place where provision became testimony. A child
could see the food and ask where it came from. A parent could
tell the story of the Lord's faithfulness. The family could re-
member that the land was a gift, the harvest was a gift, and the

ability to gather before the Lord was a gift.

The meal helped the household keep the story attached to the

provision.
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That is one of the ways stewardship forms people. It teaches

them not only to give rightly, but to receive rightly.

A grateful steward receives differently than a consumer. A
grateful steward enjoys differently than a consumer. A grateful
steward remembers differently than a consumer. The difference

begins in the heart, but eventually shapes the whole life.
Deuteronomy fourteen also widens the circle.

The feast is not only for the household. The Levite appears in
the passage. God tells His people not to neglect the Levite with-
in their town because the Levite has no portion or inheritance

among them.
This detail brings responsibility into the joy.

The household rejoices, but the household does not forget those
whose lives depend on the faithfulness of the community. The
Levite's work was tied to worship. His provision was connected

to the obedience of God's people.
Joy did not cancel responsibility. It made room for it.

Near the end of the chapter, the circle widens again. Every third
year, the tithe is to be stored within the towns. Then the Levite,

the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow may come, eat, and

be satisfied.

Those four groups appear repeatedly throughout Scripture.
The Levite had no land inheritance like the other tribes. The

foreigner lived without the same family network and protec-
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tions. The fatherless lacked the support of a father's household.
The widow often faced economic vulnerability and social ex-

pOSLlI'C.

These were not categories. They were people. They were house-
holds. They were neighbors. They were men, women, and chil-
dren whose lives could become fragile when the community

forgot them.

God brings them into the center of the stewardship conversa-
tion. He does not allow His people to celebrate His provision
while ignoring the vulnerable near them. He does not allow the
household table to become the end of the story. He takes the joy

of the feast and extends it toward mercy.

The invitation is simple and beautiful: come, eat, and be satis-

fied.

God's provision moves through His people toward those who

need it.

This brings us back to the field in Leviticus nineteen. The cor-
ners were never unused space. They were provision. The farmer
left them because God had already assigned them a purpose.
The poor would gather there. The foreigner would gather there.

The vulnerable would gather there.
What looked like margin was actually mercy.

The same principle appears in Deuteronomy fourteen. A por-

tion is protected. The household remembers. The household
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rejoices. The vulnerable are not forgotten. The protected por-

tion creates room for worship, joy, and compassion.
This is where preparation begins to enter the picture.

The protected portion was not only about what was given away
immediately. It also created room for what would be needed
later. A portion was held with purpose. Some of it supported
worship. Some of it made celebration possible. Some of it cared
for those in need. Some of it prepared the household and com-

munity for future obligations.

That kind of preparation is different from fearful accumula-

tion.

Fear stores because it believes there will never be enough. Wis-
dom prepares because it recognizes that provision has been en-

trusted for more than the present moment.

The farmer who left the corners understood this. The house-
hold that protected a portion understood this. The community
that gathered resources for worship and care understood this.
Not every resource was meant for immediate consumption.
Some resources were intentionally protected so they would be

available when needed.

Faithful stewards think beyond the present moment. They rec-
ognize that future needs may not yet be visible, but they are

rarely absent.

Deuteronomy fourteen helps us see that saving, celebration, and

compassion are not competing purposes. They belong together.
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Preparation protects future faithfulness. Celebration protects

gratitude. Compassion protects love of neighbor.

Together, they help the steward receive provision without con-

suming everything that has been received.
The protected portion creates room for all three.
This is where stewardship becomes deeply relational.

Provision was never intended to terminate on the steward. God
blesses His people so they can become a blessing to others. The

blessing does not stop in the household. It moves through the
household.

That movement requires room.

A household living at its limit may want to help but have little
room to do so. A business operating under constant pressure
may recognize a need butlack the resources to respond. A family
may sincerely desire to welcome, give, host, or care, yet find that

every resource has already been consumed by ordinary life.

Margin creates room for mercy, hospitality, generosity, and care
for others. Without margin, many good intentions never be-
come action. The desire may exist, but the capacity does not.
Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly teaches His people to
protect a portion because protected space creates opportunities

for faithfulness.

This is why the protected portion cannot be reduced to giv-

ing alone. Scripture gives a broader picture. God's provi-
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sion supports worship. God's provision supports celebration.
God's provision supports compassion. God's provision sup-

ports preparation. God's provision supports faithful living.

Seen together, these purposes reveal a larger picture. God was
forming a people who would remember Him, rejoice before

Him, care for others, and prepare wisely for what lay ahead.

The corners of the field were not isolated instructions. The
terumah was not an isolated instruction. The firstfruits were
not an isolated instruction. The tithe was not an isolated in-
struction. The celebration was not an isolated instruction. The

compassion was not an isolated instruction.
Each practice contributed to a larger stewardship rhythm.

A rhythm that protected God's purposes before the whole was
consumed. A rhythm that helped His people remember. A
rhythm that created room for worship, joy, hospitality, prepa-

ration, and care for others.

By now, a pattern should be visible. God repeatedly teaches His
people to set apart a portion before consuming the whole. That
portion serves multiple purposes, but the principle remains

consistent.

Protect the portion. Honor God. Remember the source. Leave

room.

The field, the corners, the firstfruits, the tithe, the celebration,

and the compassion are all parts of the same picture. Togeth-
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er they reveal a stewardship pattern that is both practical and

deeply spiritual.

Up to this point, we have examined the individual pieces. The
corners of the field. The terumah. The firstfruits. The tithe. The

feast. The care for the vulnerable.

The next chapter allows us to step back and see how those pieces

fit together.
The pattern has been present all along.

Now it is time to see the whole field.



Chapter Seven

Seeing the Whole
Field

The framework did not begin with a spreadsheet.
It began with Scripture.

Psalm twenty-four settled the foundation. Everything belongs
to the Lord. Leviticus nineteen gave us the field, where the
farmer was told not to harvest to the very edge. Exodus twen-
ty-five introduced the terumah, a portion lifted up and set
apart. Proverbs three taught firstfruits. Malachi three showed
the rhythm of the tithe. Deuteronomy fourteen expanded the
picture to include worship, celebration, remembrance, prepa-

ration, and care for others.

These passages do not all address the same practice, but they
reveal the same stewardship pattern. God repeatedly teaches His

people to protect a portion before consuming the whole.

That pattern becomes easier to see when we return to the field.
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Picture the farmer again.

The harvest is ready. The rows are full. The labor of the season
is visible. What once began as seed has become provision. The
ground has produced food for the household, the workers, the

animals, and the future.

The farmer can see the whole field.
He can see what should be gathered.
He can also see what must remain.

The corners are not hidden. They are not accidental. They are
not forgotten by careless workers. They are standing in plain

sight, holding real value.

Every instinct might tell the farmer to gather them. The family
has needs. The next season is uncertain. More can always be

used. A little extra would not seem unreasonable.

Yet the instruction of the Lord stands at the edge of the field.
Do not harvest to the very edge.

Do not gather every fallen piece.

Leave room.

The farmer’s obedience is not only measured by what he gath-

ers. It is also measured by what he leaves.

That is one of the most important stewardship observations in

the whole book.
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Faithfulness is not only seen in production.
It is also seen in restraint.

The farmer’s field teaches us that provision can be both received
and protected. The household may rightly live from the harvest.
The work of the season may rightly support ordinary life. Food

may be stored. Needs may be met. Plans may be made.
Yet the whole field is not consumed.

The corners remain because God has already assigned them a

purpose.

That picture helps us see what the earlier chapters have been
showing all along. Provision is received. A portion is protected.
God is remembered. Others are blessed. The steward lives with

margin.
Again and again, Scripture places that order before us.

The terumah was lifted up before the rest was used. It protected
worship and remembrance. The firstfruits honored God before
the whole harvest was gathered. It protected priority and trust.
The tithe established a rhythm. It protected obedience through

repeated remembrance.

Deuteronomy fourteen widened the picture even more. The
feast protected gratitude. The shared table protected joy. The
stored tithe protected compassion. The care for the Levite, the
foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow protected the commu-

nity from forgetting those who were most vulnerable.
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Different practices.
One pattern.

God’s people were taught to make room before the whole was

absorbed.

The corners protected mercy.

The terumah protected worship.

The firstfruits protected priority.

The tithe protected rhythm.

The feast protected gratitude.

The provision for the vulnerable protected compassion.

Together, these practices formed a people who could receive

provision without being ruled by consumption.

That kind of formation is easy to miss if we only look at the in-
dividual practices. A person can study firstfruits alone. A person
can study the tithe alone. A person can study the corners of the

field alone. Each practice carries its own meaning.

But when the practices are placed beside one another, a larger

picture begins to appear.

God was forming stewards who remembered Him before they

consumed everything.

He was forming households that made room for worship.
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He was forming communities that made room for joy.

He was forming people who made room for the poor, the for-

eigner, the fatherless, and the widow.

He was forming a way of life where provision had purpose

beyond immediate use.

As I continued studying these stewardship practices, another
observation began to emerge. The protected portion was not

small or accidental. It was meaningful.

Jewish tradition often understood the terumah as approxi-
mately one-fortieth of increase, or about two and one-half per-
cent. The first tithe was a tenth. Deuteronomy fourteen de-
scribes another tithe that created room for worship, celebration,
remembrance, and, every third year, direct provision for the

Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow.

The purpose of this book is not to debate percentages. Faithful
people have reached different conclusions about how some of
these practices apply today. The purpose here is to observe the

pattern Scripture keeps placing before us.

God teaches His people to protect a meaningful portion before

consuming the whole.

When these practices are viewed together, they point toward
a protected portion near one-fifth of increase. In this book, I

describe that pattern as approximately twenty-one percent.
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That number is not the authority. Scripture is the authority.
The number simply helps us see the size of the margin Scripture

keeps inviting us to notice.

For along time, I did not have a simple way to show that pattern.
I could explain the field. I could explain the corners. I could
explain the first portion and the recurring portion. I could ex-
plain celebration and compassion. But explanation alone does

not always help people see.

Most of us need a picture. Something simple enough to remem-
ber. Something clear enough to return to when life becomes

crowded.

The picture that made the most sense was a circle inside a

square.

Imagine the square as the whole field. It represents the full
amount entrusted to the steward. The income. The busi-

ness revenue. The household resources. The opportunity. The

whole field.

Now imagine a circle inside that square. The circle represents
the portion used for ordinary life and responsibility. It is where
the household operates. It is where the business functions. It
is where bills are paid, obligations are met, plans are made, and

daily stewardship happens.

Most of life happens inside the circle. Meals are bought there.

Housing is paid there. Payroll is met there. Vendors are paid
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there. Children are cared for there. Debts are addressed there.

Work continues there.

The circle is not bad.

It is necessary.

Ordinary life requires resources.

Yet the circle does not fill the whole square.
The corners remain.

Those corners take us back to Leviticus nineteen. The farmer
left the corners because God had assigned a purpose to them.
They were not wasted space. They were not forgotten space.

They were protected space.

At some point, I noticed something about the picture itself.
A circle inside a square occupies roughly seventy-nine percent
of the square. The remaining space in the corners is roughly

twenty-one percent.

The picture helped me see a pattern Scripture had already been

teaching.

The majority of what is entrusted is used for daily life and re-
sponsibility. A meaningful portion remains protected for God’s
purposes. That protected portion includes giving, worship, cel-

ebration, compassion, preparation, and future provision.

This is where the Living Margin framework began to take shape.
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The circle represents the seventy-nine percent.
The corners represent the twenty-one percent.

The numbers are not meant to create legalism. They are meant
to create visibility. They help a steward see whether margin is

being protected or quietly consumed.

The model is not the authority. Scripture is the authority. The

model serves the principle.
And the principle is simple.

God teaches His people to protect a portion before consuming

the whole.

That protected portion is larger than many people assume. It is
not only giving. It is not only saving. It includes the full rhythm

of stewardship we have been tracing through Scripture.

It includes the portion lifted up to God. It includes the tithe.
It includes worship and celebration. It includes compassion for
those in need. It includes preparation for what lies ahead. It
includes the margin that allows a steward to respond rather than

react.
When this portion is not protected, pressure usually follows.

A household may earn more than it did five years ago and still
feel stretched. A business may generate more revenue than ever
before and still feel fragile. The income increased, but the mar-

gin disappeared.
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That happens when the circle expands until it consumes nearly

everything.

The Living Margin framework helps the steward stop and look
honestly at the whole field. Are the corners still there? Has
God’s portion been planned for or merely hoped for? Is there
room for generosity, preparation, celebration, and compassion?
Is stewardship being practiced with structure, or only with good

intentions?

Good intentions matter, but they rarely protect margin by

themselves.
Structure helps.

The farmer did not wait until the end of harvest to see if any-
thing was left. The corners were protected from the begin-
ning. Firstfruits were brought first. The tithe was set apart.
Deuteronomy made room for worship, celebration, prepara-

tion, and care for others.
Margin was not accidental.
It was built into the way God taught His people to live.

Thatis why this framework is different from a budget. A budget
usually begins with what we plan to spend. Stewardship begins

with what must be protected.
A budget can help manage the circle.

Stewardship also protects the corners.
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Both matter.

Daily life requires order. Households have bills. Businesses have
payroll, taxes, vendors, debt, reserves, and obligations. The cir-
cle is real and important. But the circle cannot be allowed to

consume the whole square.
When it does, the steward loses room.

Room to give. Room to save. Room to celebrate. Room to help.

Room to prepare. Room to listen. Room to respond.

A life without room becomes reactive. Every need feels urgent.
Every opportunity feels stressful. Every act of generosity feels

difficult. Every unexpected expense becomes a threat.
The steward may still have income.

The business may still have revenue.

The household may still be paying its bills.

But the corners are gone.

The biblical pattern gives us a better way. It begins with owner-
ship. It protects margin. It honors God first. It builds rhythm.

It creates room for worship, joy, compassion, and future needs.

The Living Margin framework is simply a way to see that pat-

tern.
A circle inside a square.

Daily stewardship inside the circle.
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Protected margin in the corners.

As helpful as the picture is, a picture alone will not change a
household or a business. A steward still needs practices. The
next step is learning how to live inside this framework in ordi-

nary life.
That is where the 20/60/20 model becomes helpful.
The 79/21 picture helps us see the biblical margin.

The 20/60/20 model helps us practice stewardship with sim-
plicity.

That is where we turn next.



Chapter Eight
Money Needs Order

Once the corners are protected, the next question becomes

practical.
How do we steward the rest?

The farmer in Leviticus nineteen did not harvest the whole field
and then decide later whether anything could be left behind.
God instructed him to leave the corners before the harvest was
gathered. The order was clear. The protected portion came first,
and the rest of the field was gathered with that boundary already

in place.

That same order has appeared throughout the stewardship
practices we have been tracing. The terumah was lifted up and
set apart. The firstfruits came first. The tithe created a rhythm.
Deuteronomy fourteen created room for worship, celebration,

remembrance, preparation, and care for others.

The protected portion was not whatever happened to remain

after life consumed the rest. It was protected first.
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Most households and businesses do not drift toward margin.
They drift toward consumption. Income arrives. Expenses ap-
pear. Obligations increase. Opportunities compete for atten-
tion. Without structure, the circle expands until the corners

disappear.

The Living Margin framework helps us see the whole field. The
first question is not how much can be spent. The first question

is what must be protected.
This is where the 20/60/20 pattern becomes helpful.

The pattern is not a replacement for Scripture. It is a practical
way to live out the stewardship picture Scripture has already
placed before us. The farmer had to leave the corners in a real
field. Modern stewards need a way to leave the corners in ordi-

nary financial life.

The first twenty percent represents the protected portion. It
is the practical expression of the corners of the field. This is
where a steward creates room for giving, saving, future pro-
vision, worship, celebration, compassion, debt reduction, and

opportunities God may place in front of them.
This portion is protected before the rest is consumed.

That order gives the pattern its strength. If we wait to see what
is left at the end, the corners usually disappear. Life has a way of
absorbing whatever is available. A bill arrives. A repair appears.
A desire becomes a purchase. A household need feels urgent. A

business opportunity requires cash.
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None of these things may be wrong by themselves. Together,
they can consume the whole field if the corners are not protect-

ed first.
The remaining eighty percent becomes the circle.

This is where ordinary life happens. Households have bills.
Families need food, housing, transportation, insurance, cloth-
ing, and care. Businesses have payroll, taxes, vendors, equip-

ment, debt, reserves, and operating needs.
The circle is real, and it matters.

It is easy to speak so much about the protected portion that
ordinary responsibility begins to sound less spiritual. Scripture
never gives that impression. Feeding a household is steward-
ship. Paying what is owed is stewardship. Caring for children
is stewardship. Maintaining a home is stewardship. Operating a

business with integrity is stewardship.

The circle is not the enemy of faithfulness.
It is one of the places where faithfulness is practiced every day.

A household that ignores ordinary responsibilities is not living
with margin. A business that neglects obligations is not prac-
ticing stewardship. The farmer did not leave the corners and
abandon the rest of the field. He gathered the harvest faithfully

within the boundaries God had given.
That is the picture we need.

The corners remain pI‘OtCCth.
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The field is still worked.
For simplicity, the circle can be divided into two parts.

The sixty percent is directed toward core responsibilities. These
are the ordinary obligations required to faithfully care for a
houscehold or operate a business. Housing, utilities, food, trans-
portation, insurance, taxes, payroll, operating expenses, and

other necessary responsibilities belong here.

The final twenty percent is directed toward flexible living. These
are the lifestyle choices, preferences, travel, recreation, hobbies,
entertainment, and personal decisions that are not necessarily

wrong, but need to remain in their proper place.

The goal is not to remove enjoyment from life. Deuteronomy
fourteen reminded us that celebration was part of stewardship.

God’s people were invited to remember His provision with joy.
The issue is not enjoyment. The issue is order.

When flexible living grows too large, it begins to crowd out mar-
gin. When required expenses grow too large, they place pressure
on the household or business. When the protected portion is
not first, giving, saving, preparation, and compassion become

afterthoughts.

The 20/60/20 pattern gives each part a place. The first twenty
percent protects the corners. The sixty percent carries the core
responsibilities. The final twenty percent allows flexible living

without allowing lifestyle to consume the whole field.
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The percentages are not the authority. Scripture is the authority.
The percentages provide a practical way to organize the field

according to the stewardship principles we have already seen.

Most people do not need a more complicated financial life.

They need a clearer one.

A household can become overwhelmed when every dollar feels
like it belongs to every need at the same time. A business owner
can feel pressure when every account appears available, even
though portions of that money already belong to taxes, payroll,

vendors, reserves, and future obligations.
Order helps.

Throughout Scripture, God’s design includes order. Creation
was formed with order. The tabernacle was built with order.
The harvest had order. Worship had order. Paul writes in First
Corinthians fourteen that everything should be done decently

and in order.

Paul is addressing worship, but the principle fits the character
of God. Order helps what has been entrusted move toward
its proper purpose. Without order, urgency becomes the deci-

sion-maker.

Stewardship gives resources an assignment before pressure

speaks.

That assignment brings a quiet kind of peace.
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It does not remove every hard decision. It does not make in-
come predictable. It does not prevent repairs, medical bills, slow
business seasons, or unexpected needs. It does not keep a family

from having to make sacrifices.
But it does reduce confusion.

When resources have already been assigned, the steward is not
forced to decide everything under pressure. The protected por-
tion has a place. Core responsibilities have a place. Flexible de-
cisions have a place. The household or business can see what is

available and what is not.
Order does not remove faith.
It gives faithfulness a path to walk.

A household living inside the margin begins to see money dif-
terently. The first portion is not available for every desire be-
cause it has already been protected. The core responsibilities
cannot be ignored because they carry the weight of ordinary
faithfulness. The flexible portion is not shameful because en-

joyment has a place, but it remains within a boundary.

A business living inside the margin begins to see revenue dif-
ferently. Not every dollar in the account is available for own-
er draw, expansion, equipment, or convenience. Some belongs
to taxes. Some belongs to payroll. Some belongs to operating
needs. Some belongs to reserves. Some belongs to future oblig-
ations. Some belongs to the purposes the steward has chosen to

protect.
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This is where many business owners feel pressure. The account
may look full, but the field is already assigned. Without order,
available cash can create a false sense of freedom. With order, the

steward can see more clearly.
This applies to both households and businesses.

In a household, the protected twenty percent creates room for
giving, saving, future needs, generosity, celebration, and com-
passion. The sixty percent keeps ordinary responsibilities with-
in a healthy boundary. The final twenty percent allows flexibil-

ity without allowing lifestyle to consume the whole field.

In a business, the same principle can guide decision-making,
though the categories often require different accounts and
clearer separation. The owner must protect margin before dis-
tributing or spending everything. The business needs room for
taxes, reserves, giving, owner goals, debt reduction, future op-

portunities, and unexpected needs.

Operating expenses must remain in proportion. Discretionary

decisions must remain in their place.

The categories may look different in a business, but the stew-

ardship principle is the same.
Protect the portion.
Order the rest.

Do not let the circle consume the corners.
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This pattern is not meant to create guilt. It is meant to create
visibility. It helps a steward see whether resources are moving

according to purpose or pressure.

A family may discover that core living expenses have grown
beyond what is healthy. A business owner may discover that op-
erating costs are consuming too much of the field. A houschold
may discover that flexible spending is crowding out saving and
generosity. A steward may discover that the protected portion

has never truly been protected.

Those discoveries are not failures. They are clarity.
Clarity gives the steward a place to begin.

A household cannot faithfully address what it refuses to see.
A business cannot wisely adjust what remains unnamed. The

20/60/20 pattern helps the steward see the field honestly.
The first twenty percent protects the corners.

The sixty percent carries responsibility.

The final twenty percent allows flexibility.

It is simple enough to remember and practical enough to revisit

often.

As life changes, the application may need to be adjusted. A
household rebuilding after debt may direct more of the protect-
ed portion toward debt reduction for a season. A family prepar-
ing for a major need may direct more toward savings. A business

owner may need to strengthen reserves before expanding.
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The pattern serves stewardship.
It does not master it.

Scripture is the authority. The model helps the steward practice

what Scripture has been teaching all along.
God owns.

We steward.

The corners remain.

The circle is ordered.

When those truths are held together, money begins to serve its
proper purpose. It becomes a tool for faithfulness rather than a

source of constant pressure.
The next question is practical.

What happens when a household or business is not yet close to

this pattern?

That is where stewardship by season becomes important.



Chapter Nine

Stewardship by
Season

The first question many people ask after seeing the 20/60/20

pattern is simple.
What if T am not there yet?

That is a fair question. A household may be carrying debt.
A business may be rebuilding cash reserves. A family may be
recovering from a difficult season. Expenses may be too high.
Income may be inconsistent. The pattern may make sense, but

the current reality may not fit neatly inside it.
That does not mean stewardship has failed.
It means stewardship must begin where you actually are.

Scripture never presents faithfulness as something reserved only
for ideal conditions. God’s people walked through seasons of

abundance, scarcity, rebuilding, waiting, harvest, exile, return,
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and renewal. The principles of stewardship remained, but the

application required wisdom for the season.

Joseph gives us one of the clearest pictures of this in Genesis

forty-one.

Pharaoh’s dream revealed that Egypt would experience seven
years of abundance followed by seven years of famine. Joseph
understood that the abundant years were not only for enjoy-
ment. They were also for preparation. Resources received in one

season needed to be stewarded for another.

The dream was vivid. Seven healthy cows were followed by seven
sickly cows. Seven full heads of grain were followed by seven
thin heads of grain. Joseph understood that the dreams carried
the same meaning. Seven years of abundance were coming, and

seven years of famine would follow.
Joseph did not treat every year the same.
He understood the season.

The abundant years required one kind of stewardship. The
famine years would require another. The same God ruled over

both, but faithfulness looked different in each season.

During abundance, Egypt needed restraint. The grain could
not all be consumed because the future would require pro-
vision. During famine, Egypt needed distribution. What had

been stored in one season would sustain life in another.
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Joseph’s wisdom was not only that he interpreted the dream.
He knew what obedience required after the interpretation. He
advised Pharaoh to appoint a wise and discerning man over
Egypt, gather a fifth of the produce during the seven years of
abundance, and store grain under Pharaoh’s authority for the

years of famine.
The number is not the main point for this chapter.
The wisdom is.

Joseph recognized that provision in one season may carry re-
sponsibility for another. Abundance was not only a sign of
success. It was an assignment. The harvest had to be received

with the future in view.
That is not how abundance is always received.

When resources increase, people often feel permission to ex-
pand. A household may loosen its spending because income is
stronger. A business may increase obligations because revenue
is growing. A family may add new commitments because the

present season feels secure.
Some of those decisions may be wise.
Some may simply be the circle expanding.

Joseph’s story slows us down. The abundant years were real.
The grain was real. The increase was visible. Yet Joseph saw that

abundance could not be interpreted only by what was happen-
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ing in the present. The present harvest had to be stewarded in

light of a coming need.
That is one of the quiet tests of abundance.
Scarcity tests trust because there does not seem to be enough.

Abundance tests trust because there seems to be more than

enough.

In scarcity, the temptation is fear.

In abundance, the temptation is forgetfulness.
Both require wisdom.

Joseph did not panic during abundance. He prepared. He did
not hoard from fear. He stored with purpose. He did not treat
future needs as imaginary simply because present provision was

strong.
Preparation became an act of stewardship.

The grain stored in the abundant years was not wasted. It was
not idle. It was not unused in the deepest sense. It was being

held for its appointed purpose.
That sounds very much like the field.

The corners remained because God had assigned them a pur-
pose. In Egypt, the grain was stored because the coming famine
would require provision. In both pictures, the steward resists

the urge to consume everything available in the present.
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Some resources are held because faithfulness requires them lat-

er.
That is a critical stewardship lesson.

A season of abundance requires wisdom. A season of rebuild-
ing requires wisdom. A season of pressure requires wisdom. A
season of opportunity requires wisdom. The principles do not

change, but the emphasis may change.

A household carrying high-interest debt may need to direct
more of its protected portion toward debt reduction for a sea-
son. That may be the most faithful use of the protected portion
because it restores future margin. A family with little emer-
gency savings may need to focus on building reserves. A business
owner may need to strengthen tax accounts, operating cash, or

payroll reserves before expanding.

A household preparing for adoption, medical needs, educa-
tion, aging parents, or a major transition may need to adjust
its rhythm for a time. Those adjustments are not a rejection of

stewardship. They may be stewardship applied honestly.
The pattern gives direction.
Wisdom applies it by season.

Ecclesiastes three begins with a familiar line: “There is an occa-
sion for everything, and a time for every activity under heaven.”
The passage is often read during major life moments, but the
principle also reaches into stewardship. There is a time to build.

A time to rebuild. A time to save. A time to reduce debt. A time
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to strengthen reserves. A time to give more. A time to simplify.

A time to prepare for what is coming.
The wise steward pays attention to the season.
This protects the heart from comparison.

One family may be in a season of rebuilding while another is in
a season of acceleration. One business may be recovering from
a difficult year while another is preparing for expansion. One
household may be eliminating debt while another is increasing

generosity.

From the outside, one may appear ahead and the other behind.
But stewardship is not measured by comparison.

It is measured by faithfulness.

The question is not whether your season looks like someone
else’s. The question is whether you are stewarding your season

honestly before God.

This is why the 20/60/20 pattern should be understood as
a target and a guide, not a burden. The first twenty percent
still represents the protected portion. The sixty percent still
represents core responsibilities. The final twenty percent still

represents flexible living.

Some seasons require temporary adjustments so that the

long-term stewardship pattern can become healthy.
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A household in repair mode may need to reduce flexible living
below twenty percent for a season. A household with high debt
may need to direct more toward debt reduction. A family with
unstable income may need to build stronger reserves before
making other long-term plans. A business owner may need to
hold more cash inside the business because payroll, taxes, inven-

tory, and operating needs require stability.
The framework serves stewardship.
It does not master it.

The farmer in Leviticus nineteen still left the corners, but not
every harvest was identical. Weather changed. Soil conditions
changed. Some years were abundant. Other years were lean. The
command to leave room remained, but the experience of each

season was not the same.
That helps us think wisely.

The goal is not to force every household into the same pace. The

goal is to help every household move toward faithful order.

The same is true for a business. A business that has no re-
serves should not pretend it is ready for aggressive expansion.
A business that cannot clearly separate taxes from operating
cash should pause and create order. A business that depends on
the owner’s household absorbing every shortage needs a clearer

system.

That may feel slow.
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It may feel less exciting than growth.

But steady stewardship often produces healthier fruit than

rushed expansion.

Proverbs twenty-one says, “Precious treasure and oil are in the
dwelling of a wise person, but a fool consumes them.” That
verse gives simple language to the same idea we have been trac-
ing. Wisdom preserves. Folly consumes. Wisdom prepares. Folly

spends everything available.

The wise household does not consume the whole field.
The wise business does not consume the whole field.
The wise steward leaves room.

Some seasons require rebuilding that room.

If you are not close to the pattern yet, the first step is not shame.
The first step is clarity. Look honestly at the field. Look at what
is currently protected. Look at what is being consumed. Look

at what has become too large. Look at what has been neglected.

A houscehold may discover that required expenses have grown
beyond what is healthy. A business may discover that operating
costs are too high. A family may discover that flexible spending
has quietly consumed future goals. An owner may discover that

taxes were never truly protected.

Those discoveries can be uncomfortable, but they are also use-

ful.
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Stewardship begins when reality is brought into the light.

Once reality is visible, the next faithful step becomes clearer. For
some, the next step is reducing flexible spending. For others,
it is building an emergency reserve. For others, it is creating a
tax account. For others, it is paying down debt. For others, it is

restoring generosity that has been crowded out.
Faithfulness usually begins with one clear step.
Not ten.

One.

The pattern gives direction, but obedience happensin the actual

season you are living.

That is true for households and business owners. A family can-
not steward an imaginary income. An owner cannot steward an
imaginary business. God does not ask us to manage what we
wish were true. He asks us to be faithful with what has actually

been entrusted.

Stewardship by season keeps the framework from becoming
rigid. It keeps the heart engaged. It allows the model to serve the

steward without becoming the authority.
Scripture remains the authority.
The model remains a tool.

The season requires wisdom.
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Over time, faithful seasonal decisions begin to accumulate.
Margin is restored. Pressure decreases. Giving becomes more
consistent. Savings grow. Debt declines. Business reserves
strengthen. The household gains clarity. The owner begins to

make decisions from wisdom rather than reaction.
That kind of progress is rarely dramatic at first.
Butitis durable.

And durable stewardship matters.

The next chapter turns more directly toward business owner-
ship. The same principles apply, but businesses carry unique
responsibilities. Revenue, payroll, taxes, reserves, owner com-
pensation, and household needs can become tangled without

clear stewardship.
The business is not separate from the field.
It is part of what God has entrusted.

And it must be stewarded with the same care.



Chapter Ten

Stewarding the
Business

Business ownership has a way of revealing what a person be-

lieves about stewardship.

At first, a business may begin with a simple desire. Provide for
the family. Serve customers well. Create something useful. Build

opportunity. Do work that has value.

Over time, the business often becomes more complex. Rev-
enue grows. Expenses grow. Employees are hired. Equipment
is purchased. Taxes become larger. Opportunities appear. Risks
increase. The owner begins carrying pressure in more than one

direction.

The household depends on the business. Employees depend
on the business. Customers depend on the business. Vendors

depend on the business. The owner feels the weight of all of it.
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That weight is real. Scripture does not minimize responsibility.
But Scripture does help us place responsibility under the right

authority.

Psalm twenty-four says, “The earth and everything in it, the
world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord.” That includes
the household. It also includes the business. The business may
carry your name, your effort, your ideas, and your sacrifice, but

it still belongs under God’s ownership.
This can be easy to forget.

A business often carries a deeply personal story. The owner
remembers the risk, the early mornings, the late nights, the
uncertain seasons, the hard decisions, the first customer, the
first employee, the first time payroll felt heavy, and the first year

the business finally seemed to gain traction.

Those memories are real.

The work was real.

The sacrifice was real.

Yet Psalm twenty-four still stands over the business.
The earth and everything in it belong to the Lord.

That truth does not dishonor the owner’s work. It places the
work inside the larger reality of God’s ownership. The owner
may build, lead, decide, risk, and carry responsibility, but the

business remains something entrusted.
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A business is a field.

The products may be different. The customers may be different.
The numbers may be larger. The responsibilities may be more

complex. But the stewardship principles remain the same.
The field belongs to God.
The steward is responsible for faithfulness.

Jesus gives us language for this in Luke sixteen. He says, “Who-
ever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and whoever

is unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in much.”

Jesus is teaching about faithfulness with what has been entrust-
ed. He does not separate spiritual faithfulness from material re-
sponsibility. How we handle resources reveals something about
the heart. Small things train us for larger things. Hidden things

reveal what kind of stewards we are becoming.

Luke sixteen does not allow us to treat material responsibility
as spiritually neutral. Jesus speaks about money, trust, faithful-
ness, and what belongs to another. His words press stewardship
into ordinary life. How a person handles what has been entrust-

ed reveals whether that person is ready to be trusted with more.
This reaches directly into business ownership.

Many owners want more growth before they build better stew-
ardship. More revenue. More customers. More opportunities.
More scale. The assumption is that better systems can come

later.
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Luke sixteen points in a different direction.
Faithfulness comes first.

More does not create faithfulness. More reveals whether faith-

fulness is already being practiced.

If a business cannot steward a small amount of revenue with
clarity, more revenue will usually create more pressure. If taxes
are not protected when the business is small, they often become
a larger problem when the business grows. If owner pay is un-
clear early, it usually becomes more confusing later. If profit is

not protected, growth can quietly consume it.

More revenue may increase the size of the field, but it does not

automatically protect the corners.
A larger business can still harvest to the edge.

Growth can reveal wisdom. It can also reveal disorder. It can re-
veal preparation. It can also reveal a lack of reserves. It can reveal
steady stewardship. It can also reveal how much the owner has

been surviving by instinct.

This is why business growth should be received carefully.

Growth is not merely opportunity. It is increased responsibility.
Every new customer is responsibility.
Every employee is responsibility.

Every contract is responsibility.
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Every dollar of revenue is responsibility.
Every decision affects more than the owner.

A steward views growth differently because growth means more
has been entrusted. The question is not only whether the busi-
ness can become larger. The question is whether the business

can remain faithful as responsibility increases.

This is why a business owner cannot treat every dollar as avail-
able. Revenue creates possibility, but it also carries responsibili-
ty. Some of what comes in belongs to operations. Some belongs
to payroll. Some belongs to taxes. Some belongs to reserves.
Some belongs to profit. Some belongs to owner compensation.
Some may be directed toward generosity, debt reduction, future

opportunities, or long-term goals.
Those are not merely accounting categories.
They are stewardship responsibilities.

When those responsibilities are not separated, pressure begins
to build. The owner may look at the bank account and assume
money is available, even though much of it already has a pur-
pose. Payroll is coming. Taxes are coming. Vendors must be
paid. Equipment may need to be replaced. The household still

needs income.

Without clarity, the business account can create a false sense of

freedom.

That is where many owners get into trouble.
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They do not lack effort.
They lack order.

A business can grow and still become fragile. Revenue can
increase while pressure increases. Sales can rise while reserves
remain thin. The business can look healthy from the outside

while the owner knows the inside is tight.
Growth is not the same as stewardship.

A faithful business owner learns to give revenue an assignment

before pressure spends it.

Over the years, I have found that most business owners benefit
from three simple stewardship categories. The names are less

important than the purpose.

The first category is operating cash. Every business requires re-
sources to fulfill its work. Payroll, vendors, inventory, software,
rent, equipment, and day-to-day expenses belong here. This is

the portion that keeps the business functioning.

The second category is owner compensation. A business should
provide clear compensation to the owner just as it would to any
other role. When owner pay remains unclear, the household
and the business often become tangled in unhealthy ways. Clear

compensation creates clarity for both.

The third category is profit and tax. Part of every dollar earned
already has an assignment. Taxes will come due. Future oppor-

tunities will arise. Difficult seasons will eventually arrive. Profit
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creates margin. Tax reserves create stability. Together they help

protect the business from becoming reactive.

The exact percentages will vary by business, industry, and sea-

son. The principle remains the same.
Before revenue is consumed, it should be assigned.

That assignment creates visibility. Visibility creates clarity.

Clarity helps the steward make wiser decisions.

The same principle we saw in the field still applies here. The
farmer knew that part of the harvest already had a purpose
before it was gathered. The business owner must learn to see
revenue in the same way. Not every dollar belongs to the next

expense, the next opportunity, or the next distribution.
Some of it has already been assigned.
This is where separation becomes important.

The household and the business are connected, but they are not
the same field. A household needs order. A business needs or-
der. When the two are constantly mixed together, both become

harder to steward.

Personal expenses begin flowing through the business. Busi-
ness expenses begin shaping household decisions. The owner
may take money when the household needs it, then leave the
business short when obligations arrive. Over time, it becomes
difficult to know whether the household is healthy, whether the

business is healthy, or whether one is quietly carrying the other.



STEWARDING THE BUSINESS 117

Clear owner compensation helps restore visibility.
The business can be evaluated honestly.
The household can be evaluated honestly.

The owner can make decisions with better information and less

emotional pressure.

This does not mean every business needs the same accounts
or the same structure. A contractor, a physician, a farmer, a
consultant, a retailer, and a manufacturer will not all manage

cash in exactly the same way. The mechanics may differ.
The principle remains the same.
Revenue should be ordered before it is consumed.

That order protects the business from becoming a larger version
of a disordered household. It also protects the household from

becoming dependent on unclear business cash.

When business stewardship is healthy, the owner can begin to
see the field clearly. Operating needs are visible. Tax obligations
are visible. Profit is visible. Owner pay is visible. Reserves are
visible. Opportunities can be evaluated with wisdom instead of

emotion.

Clarity does not remove every challenge, but it changes the way

challenges are handled.

A slow season is different when reserves exist. A tax deadline is

different when taxes have been protected. A growth opportuni-



118 THE LIVING MARGIN

ty is different when profit has not been consumed. A household

decision is different when owner pay is clear.

Thiskind of stewardship creates options. A healthy business can
serve customers well, employ people responsibly, support the
owner’s household, create generosity, prepare for future needs,

and make wise investments.

Those options rarely appear when every resource is immediately

consumed.

The goal of business stewardship is not simply to build a bigger
business. Bigger is not always healthier. Faster is not always

wiser. More revenue is not always more margin.
The goal is faithfulness.

Jesus’ words in Luke sixteen bring us back to that point. Faith-
fulness in little and faithfulness in much are connected. The
owner who wants to steward more must learn to steward what

has already been entrusted.

That begins with honesty.

What has God entrusted to this business?

What obligations already belong to the revenue?

What needs to be protected before anything is distributed?

Where has growth created pressure instead of margin?
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Where has the household been depending on the business in
unhealthy ways?

Where does the business need clearer order?

These are not questions of shame. They are questions of stew-

ardship.

A business is a field.

The owner is a steward.
The harvest has purpose.

When a business is ordered under God’s ownership, it becomes
more than a source of income. It becomes a place of service, re-

sponsibility, provision, generosity, and long-term stewardship.
That kind of business does not happen by accident.
It requires rhythms.

The owner needs regular moments to step back, look at the field,
review what has been entrusted, and make adjustments before

pressure takes over.

That is where we turn next.



Chapter Eleven

Stewardship
Rhythms

Most stewardship drift happens slowly.

A household does not usually lose margin in a single decision.
A business does not usually become reactive in one afternoon.
Giving rarely becomes inconsistent all at once. Savings are often
neglected one month at a time. Expenses expand quietly. Prior-
ities become less clear. Pressure grows until the steward finally

realizes the field has not been reviewed in a long time.
God understands our tendency to forget.

That is one reason Scripture is filled with rhythms of remem-
brance. Long before God gave His people budgets, plans, or

systems, He gave them rhythms.

The Sabbath came every week.
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For six days God's people worked. They planted. Built. Man-
aged. Produced. Prepared. Then on the seventh day they
stopped.

The Sabbath was more than rest.
It was remembrance.

Every Sabbath reminded God's people that they were not the
source of their provision. The fields continued because God
sustained them. The harvest came because God provided it. Life

itself remained in His hands.
The Sabbath created margin in time.
One day out of seven remained protected.

Work was important, but work was not ultimate. Production

mattered, but provision ultimately came from God.
The rhythm taught trust.
The feasts served a similar purpose.

Passover returned every year. Other feasts returned every year.
Families gathered around tables and told the story again. Chil-
dren asked questions. Parents remembered God's faithfulness.
Entire generations were formed through recurring acts of re-

membrance.
God did not leave remembrance to chance.

He built it into the calendar.
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Again and again, God's people returned to the same truths. He
delivered. He provided. He remained faithful.

Firstfruits and tithes carried that same purpose. Each harvest
created another opportunity to remember. Each offering re-
minded the steward that provision had a source. The practices

were different, but the pattern was consistent.
Remember.

Return.

Trust.

These rhythms were not empty religious activity. They protect-

ed God's people from forgetting who owned the field.
Joshua chapter four gives us one of the clearest pictures.

Israel had just crossed the Jordan River. The generation stand-
ing on the other side knew the story of Egypt. They knew the
story of the wilderness. They knew the promises God had made.

Yet God instructed Joshua to do something unusual.

Twelve stones were taken from the middle of the river and car-

ried to the place where the people would camp.
The stones were ordinary.

There was nothing impressive about them.

They were not valuable because of what they were.

They were valuable because of what they remembered.
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Joshua explained that the stones would become a sign for future

generations. One day a child would ask a question.

What do these stones mean?

The question would create an opportunity to tell the story.
The river had stopped.

God had made a way.

The people had crossed.

The stones helped preserve the memory.

The memorial was never for God.

It was for His people.

God knew future generations would need reminders. They
would need visible evidence that He had been faithful before.
The stones created a rhythm of remembrance that could be

returned to again and again.
Stewardship requires the same kind of remembrance.

Most people do not wake up one morning and decide to aban-
don wise stewardship. Drift is usually much quieter than that.
The urgent crowds out the important. Pressure consumes at-
tention. Life becomes busy. The field is still there, but fewer

people are walking it.

Opver time, stewardship becomes reactive rather than intention-

al.
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Joshua's stones remind us that remembering is not automatic.
It must be practiced.
The same principle appears throughout Scripture.

The Sabbath reminded God's people that provision ultimately
came from God. The annual feasts reminded them of deliver-
ance, provision, and covenant. Firstfruits reminded them who
provided the harvest. The tithe reminded them that everything
belonged to God.

These practices were not empty rituals.
They were reminders.

God was building remembrance into the life of His people be-

cause remembrance protects faithfulness.
The same remains true today.

A household may sincerely desire to live with margin. A busi-
ness owner may sincerely desire to steward resources wisely.
Good intentions are important, but intentions alone rarely

protect the corners of the field.
Rhythm turns intention into practice.

Every steward needs regular moments to step back and look at

the field.
What has God entrusted?

What has been protected?
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What has been consumed?
What requires attention?
What needs to be adjusted before pressure takes over?

The exact rhythm may differ from one household or business to

another, but the principle remains the same.
The field must be revisited.
A weekly rhythm is often the simplest place to begin.

A household may review upcoming expenses, recent decisions,
giving, savings, and any responsibilities that require attention.
A business owner may review cash flow, payroll, commitments,

reserves, and operating needs.
The purpose is not complexity.
The purpose is attention.

A farmer who walks the field regularly notices things early. Small
adjustments made consistently often prevent larger problems

later. The same principle applies to stewardship.
A monthly rhythm provides a wider view.

Patterns begin to emerge. A steward can see whether the pro-
tected portion is actually being protected. Spending patterns
become clearer. Giving, saving, reserves, debt reduction, and

flexibility can be reviewed honestly.

The goal is not guilt.
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The goal is clarity.

A quarterly rhythm creates room for larger questions.

Is margin increasing or decreasing?

Are the corners still protected?

Is the household becoming healthier?

Is the business becoming stronger?

Are future needs being anticipated?

Is growth creating stewardship or merely creating complexity?

These questions help the steward lift their eyes beyond the im-

mediate pressures of the moment.
An annual rhythm may be the most formative of all.

Throughout Scripture, God's people regularly returned to the
story. They remembered deliverance. They remembered provi-

sion. They remembered God's faithfulness across generations.
A steward should do the same.

Once each year, it is worth looking back across the field and
asking what God has entrusted, how He has provided, where
stewardship has matured, where drift has appeared, and what

the next season may I'quliI'C.

This review should include finances, but it should not stop

there.
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The field is larger than money.
Relationships are part of the field.

Time is part of the field.

Health is part of the field.

Work is part of the field.

Opportunities are part of the field.
Generosity is part of the field.

Legacy is part of the field.

God asks us to steward all that He entrusts.

This is why stewardship rhythms should feel less like financial

maintenance and more like faithful attention.

A farmer who walks the field is not worshiping the field. He is
caring for what has been entrusted to him. A business owner
who reviews financial reports is not worshiping numbers. A

household that reviews its resources is not worshiping money.
They are paying attention.
Attention is part of stewardship.

Jesus' words in Luke sixteen continue to guide us here. Faith-
fulness with little things is rarely dramatic. It is built through
ordinary decisions repeated over time. Small acts of attention

shape larger patterns of stewardship.
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Without rhythm, urgency usually wins.
The loudest need receives attention.
The most immediate pressure drives the decision.

Long-term stewardship gets pushed aside until the conse-

quences become difhicult to ignore.

Rhythm gives the steward another way to live.

It creates space to remember.

It creates space to review.

It creates space to listen.

It creates space to adjust.

It creates space to pray for wisdom before making decisions.
Many stewardship decisions require more than calculation.
They require discernment.

A household must ask what is possible, but also what s faithful.

A business owner must ask what can be done, but also what

should be done.
Those questions require attention.
They require margin.

They require regular rhythms of remembrance.
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A stewardship rhythm does not need to be impressive.
It needs to be consistent.

The farmer does not walk the field to create a show. He walks

the field because he is responsible for its care.
The steward does the same.

Over time, these rhythms create stability. Problems are noticed
earlier. Opportunities are recognized sooner. Giving becomes
more intentional. Savings become more consistent. Decisions
become clearer. The steward begins to respond from wisdom

rather than reaction.
The result is not control.
The result is faithfulness.

A steward with rhythm is not pretending to know the future.
The steward is simply paying attention to what God has placed

in front of them.

That kind of attention shapes a life.

It also begins to shape what comes after us.

Stewardship has always extended beyond the present moment.

The way we care for what God has entrusted today will in-
fluence the people, families, businesses, and communities con-

nected to us tomorrow.

That is where legacy begins.



Chapter Twelve

Living Your Legacy

Every field eventually changes hands.

The farmer who plants today will not tend the field forever. The
business owner who built the company will not lead it forev-
er. Parents eventually become grandparents. Leaders eventually
step aside. Every steward reaches a point where the question is

no longer simply what has been built, but what will remain.

Most people naturally think about legacy in terms of what they

will leave behind.
Scripture often begins somewhere deeper.
It begins with what is being passed on.

One of the clearest examples appears in Deuteronomy chapter

six.

Israel stood on the edge of the Promised Land. A new genera-
tion was preparing to enter a land they had never known. Moses

understood that they were about to receive houses they did not
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build, vineyards they did not plant, and fields they had not
cultivated. They would experience provision unlike anything

their parents had known during the wilderness years.

Moses also understood a danger. Prosperity can cause people to

forget. That is why his instruction begins where it does.

“These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart.
Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit
in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie

down and when you get up.”

Before Moses speaks about preserving land, he speaks about
preserving truth. Before he speaks about inheritance, he speaks
about formation. Before he speaks about what the people will

possess, he speaks about who they must become.

The first legacy is not what we leave behind. It is what we pass

on.

The instruction is remarkably ordinary. Talk about God's faith-
fulness around the table. Talk about it while walking along the
road. Talk about it at the beginning of the day and at the end of

the day. Build remembrance into ordinary life.

Moses understood that future generations would not be shaped
by occasional moments alone. They would be shaped by re-

peated conversations, repeated stories, and repeated reminders
of God's faithfulness.

The same remains true today.



132 THE LIVING MARGIN

Stewardship is learned long before it is inherited. Children learn
stewardship by watching how resources are handled. Employees
learn stewardship by watching how leaders carry responsibility.
Future leaders learn stewardship by watching how decisions are

made during difficult seasons.
People are always learning from the field we are tending.

Psalm seventy-eight carries this same theme forward. The
psalmist writes that God's people should not hide His works
from the next generation but should tell of His power, His
wonders, and His faithfulness. The purpose was not merely to

preserve information. The purpose was formation.

One generation tells the story. The next generation learns to

trust. Then they tell the story again.

Stewardship has always worked this way. Faithfulness is passed
forward. Wisdom is passed forward. Responsibility is passed

forward. Trust is passed forward.
This is why legacy cannot be reduced to assets.

Assets matter. Land matters. Businesses matter. Savings matter.
A well-ordered estate can become a blessing to future genera-
tions. Scripture never dismisses those realities. Wise planning
and faithful preparation can become acts of love for the people

who follow us.

Yet Scripture consistently points toward something deeper.
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A financial inheritance without wisdom is fragile. A business
without stewardship is fragile. Resources without character are
fragile. The greatest transfer is not merely wealth. It is faithful-

ness.
This is where stewardship and legacy become inseparable.

Everything we have explored in this book points toward this re-
ality. The corners of the field. The protected portion. Firstfruits.
The tithe. Celebration. Compassion. Order. Margin. Business

stewardship. Remembrance.
These practices do more than organize resources.
They shape people.

A child who watches generosity practiced consistently learns
something about trust. A son or daughter who sees margin pro-
tected learns something about patience. Employees who work
inside a well-stewarded business learn something about respon-
sibility. Communities served by faithful people experience the

fruit of stewardship even if they never use that word.
Legacy is often forming long before it becomes visible.

The apostle Paul gives us a powerful picture in Second Timothy

chapter two.

“What you have heard from me in the presence of many wit-
nesses, commit to faithful people who will be able to teach

others also.”
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Four generations appear in a single verse. Paul teaches Timothy.
Timothy teaches faithful people. Faithful people teach others.

The work continues because stewardship continues.

The same principle applies far beyond teaching. Every steward is
passing something forward. The question is whether it is being

passed intentionally.

Many people spend years accumulating resources without
preparing anyone to steward them. Others spend years devel-

oping stewards. The second gift is usually the greater one.

This does not make financial planning unimportant. Proverbs
says that a good person leaves an inheritance to grandchildren.
Wise planning matters. Thoughtful preparation matters. Leav-
ing resources in good order can become an act of love toward

future generations.

Yet Proverbs consistently treats wisdom as a greater treasure

than silver or gold.
The inheritance matters.
The ability to steward the inheritance matters even more.

This brings us back to the field.

The farmer understood that he was not merely gathering a
harvest. He was caring for land that would continue producing
after him. The steward thinks differently because the steward

understands that ownership ultimately belongs to God.

We manage what has been entrusted.



LIVING YOUR LEGACY 135

God owns what has been entrusted.
That perspective changes the way we think about success.

Success is not merely accumulating more. Success is leaving the
field healthier than we found it. Success is helping others learn
to steward well. Success is preparing future generations to carry
responsibility faithfully. Success is creating capacity for future

faithfulness.
Jesus tells a similar story in Matthew chapter twenty-five.

Servants receive resources from their master. Time passes. The

master returns and asks for an account.
The focus is not ownership.
The focus is stewardship.

Everything in the story belongs to the master. The servants
possess responsibility, but they do not possess ownership. What

has been entrusted must eventually be accounted for.

That theme has been present from the beginning of this book.
The field belongs to God.

The harvest belongs to God.

The increase belongs to God.

The opportunities belong to God.

The steward is entrusted with responsibility for a season.
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Then comes the question.
What was done with what had been entrusted?

The servants in Matthew twenty-five were not evaluated by
what they owned. They were evaluated by what they did with
what they received. They were evaluated by their faithfulness

with what belonged to someone else.
That distinction changes the way we think about legacy.

Legacy is not measured only by what remains after we are gone.
Legacy is measured by how faithfully we stewarded what be-

longed to God while we were here.

The faithful servant is remembered because he proved trust-

worthy with what he received.

That question eventually comes to every steward.
Not only at the end of life, but throughout life.
What am I doing with what God has entrusted?
Am I consuming it?

Am I protecting it?

Am I developing it?

Am I passing it on?

Legacy is shaped by those questions.
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The answers are rarely found in a single decision. Legacy is
usually built through ordinary acts of faithfulness repeated over
many years. A conversation around a table. A stewardship lesson
shared with a child. A business decision made with integrity.
A generous gift. A difficult season handled faithfully. A future
leader developed patiently. A responsibility carried well.

These moments rarely seem significant when they happen.
Over time, they become a life.
And that life becomes a legacy.

This is why the goal of stewardship is not ultimately financial

freedom.
It is faithfulness.

Margin may be a blessing that comes from faithful stewardship.
A healthy business may be a blessing that comes from faithful
stewardship. Financial stability may be a blessing that comes

from faithful stewardship.
But faithfulness remains the goal.

The steward who understands this begins to see resources ditf-
ferently. Resources become tools rather than trophies. Oppor-
tunities become responsibilities rather than possessions. Success
becomes stewardship rather than accumulation. The field be-

comes something to care for rather than something to consume.

Every field eventually changes hands.
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Every steward eventually passes something forward.
The question is not whether we will leave a legacy.
The question is what kind of legacy we are creating today.

And the answer is being formed through ordinary acts of faith-

fulness, one season at a time.



Conclusion

The Freedom of Living with Margin

When we began, we stood at the edge of a field.

A farmer was preparing to gather a harvest. The work had been
done. The field was ready. The provision was visible. Yet before
the harvest was gathered, God instructed him to leave the cor-

ners.

At first, that instruction seems unusual. Every row held value.
Every bundle mattered. Every corner could have been harvested.
Yet God taught His people that not everything available was
meant to be consumed. A portion was to remain. A portion was

to be protected. A portion had already been assigned a purpose.

That image has guided this book because it reveals something

essential about stewardship.

The corners were not empty space. They were purposeful space.
They reminded God's people that the field did not ultimately
belong to them. The harvest did not ultimately belong to them.

The increase did not ultimately belong to them.
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Everything belonged to God.

That truth has been the foundation beneath every chapter.
Stewardship begins with ownership. Before we think about giv-
ing, saving, spending, investing, planning, building, or leaving a

legacy, we must first answer a more fundamental question.
Who owns the field?
Scripture answers that question clearly.

“The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants,

belong to the Lord.”

The steward's life begins when that truth moves from informa-

tion to conviction.

When we believe we are owners, resources become something
to control. Success becomes something to accumulate. Margin
often feels unnecessary because every opportunity appears to

belong to us.

When we understand that we are stewards, everything changes.
Resources become something entrusted.

Opportunities become responsibilities.

Success becomes faithfulness.

The future becomes something we prepare for rather than

something we attempt to control.

That shift is subtle, but it changes the way a person lives.
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Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly taught His people to
live from that perspective. The corners of the field remained.
Firstfruits were set apart. The tithe created a rhythm of remem-
brance. Worship, celebration, compassion, and future provision

were all woven into the stewardship practices of God's people.
Taken together, these practices taught a simple lesson.

Do not consume the whole field.

Leave room.

Leave room to worship.

Leave room to remember.

Leave room to celebrate.

Leave room to give.

Leave room to prepare.

Leave room to respond when God places an opportunity or a

need in front of you.
Margin is not merely a financial concept.
It is a stewardship posture.

Itis the recognition that not everything entrusted to us is meant

to be immediately consumed.

That principle applies far beyond money. It applies to time,

energy, relationships, influence, leadership, and opportunity. A
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life with no room eventually becomes reactive. A household
with no room eventually feels pressure. A business with no

room eventually becomes fragile.

God's design consistently points in another direction.
Protect the portion.

Leave the corners.

Remember the source.

As this book comes to a close, Jesus brings us to one final stew-

ardship picture.

In Matthew chapter twenty-five, a master entrusts resources
to his servants before leaving on a journey. Time passes. The
servants make decisions. Opportunities arise. Responsibility is

carried. Then the master returns and asks for an account.
The story is not primarily about money.
It is about stewardship.

The servants are not evaluated by what they own. Nothing in
the story belongs to them. Everything has been entrusted by the
master. The question is not what they possessed. The question

is what they did with what they received.
That is the question that echoes through the entire book.
What am I doing with what God has entrusted?

What am I doing with my household?
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What am I doing with my work?
What am I doing with my resources?
What am I doing with my influence?

What am I doing with the opportunities God has placed in front

of me?

These are not questions reserved for the end of life. They are

stewardship questions for today.

The faithful servants in Matthew twenty-five were not com-
mended because they accumulated the most. They were com-
mended because they proved trustworthy. They received re-

sponsibility and responded with faithfulness.
That is the goal of stewardship.

Not accumulation.

Not comparison.

Not appearances.

Faithfulness.

Faithfulness in abundance.

Faithfulness in scarcity.

Faithfulness during growth.

Faithfulness during rebuilding.
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Faithfulness in public.
Faithfulness in private.
Faithfulness over a lifetime.

Most acts of stewardship seem small when they happen. A con-
versation around a table. A generous gift. A debt reduced. A
wise business decision. A child being taught. A difficult season
handled with integrity. A regular rhythm of remembrance. A

portion protected before the rest is consumed.
These moments rarely feel significant in isolation.
Over time, they shape a life.

Then they shape a family.

Then they shape a business.

Then they shape a legacy.

This is why the goal of stewardship is not ultimately financial

freedom.

Financial freedom can be a blessing.

A healthy business can be a blessing.
Margin can be a blessing.

But those things are not the destination.

Faithfulness is the destination.
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The steward who understands this begins to see the field dif-
ferently. The question is no longer, “How much can I gather?”

The question becomes, “How can I steward this well?”

That question changes the way we make decisions. It changes
the way we view success. It changes the way we think about the

future. It changes the way we relate to what has been entrusted.
Eventually, every steward leaves the field.

The farmer's work passes to another generation. Businesses
change hands. Children become parents. Leaders step aside.

Seasons end.

The field remains.

And God remains.

The field belonged to Him before we arrived.
It will belong to Him after we leave.

Our privilege is to steward it faithfully while it has been entrust-

ed to our care.

So leave the corners.
Protect the portion.
Remember the Provider.

Walk faithfully in your season.
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And when your time in the field is complete, may those who

follow find evidence that a faithful steward was here.
The field belongs to God.
It always has.

It always will.



